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ROMANCE OF THE PYRENEES. 



CHAPTER I. 



r«^^^^^#« 



AlPHONSO now told our heroiije, that 
he had been detained from her so long, by 
making arrangements for the most efiectuai 
method of recompensing those people about 
the castle who had been kind and service- 
able to her. Victoria threw her arms about 
his neck, and burst into tears.—" Why so 
easily affected, my beloved Victoria ?" said 
he, tenderly kissing away the falling tears). 
" Ah ! I fear my sister is not happy^^^ — that 
she has some secret grief which she conceals 
from me." 

" .When we are at Palino together,** said 
she, faintly smiling, " 1 will disclose every 
secret of my heart to you." 

" And then," he replied with fervour, " if 
the exertions of an a£fectionate brother can 

VOL. IV.  B 
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promote your happiness^ my Victoria's bo- 
som shall be the mansion of tranquillity." 

Farinelli now turned the conversation 
upon the plan of their approaching journey ; 
and, after discussing the different arrange- 
ments for some time, Victoria told Alphon- 
so she must visit Sebastian before her de- 
parture, to thank him for his past kindness, 
to entreat a continuation of his friendship, 
and to request him to visit her at the Castle 
of Palino, when she should be settled thei«. 
— ** Will you, my Alphonso,'* continued 
she, "be the bearer of my mission to him ? 
will you request permission for my visiting 
him this evening, should he have engaged 
no other company ?" 

" I will go," returned Alphonso, smiling ; 
" but is this all my embassy ? have I no 
other assignation to make for my sister 
with any other gentleman ? will not Urbino, 
think you, be jealous ? Come, come — ^for 
once do violence to your inclinations ; ex- 
tend your charity to that poor fellow, and 
grant him the mighty boon of a parting in- 
terview," 

" I have seen oonte Urbino. Our part^ 
ing interview is over," said Victoria, in a 
Mtering voice, and with fm unconqu^tible 
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look of anguish, that kistantly gave alarm to: 
the ardent affeetibnate temper of Alphonso^' 
whose agitated manner and. incoherent ex- 
pressions gave, in return, such alarm to her 
heart, that, fearing the mischief of miscon- 
ception, where conjectiu-e, and a confused- 
idea of fkcts, were the only guides, she gave 
up at once the thought of further conceal^ 
ment, and revealed to her brother every se- 
cret of her heart— 6very motive which actu- 
ated her conduct. 

Victoria's gentte, generous representa- 
tions hushed every hosjtile thought within, 
Alphonso's bosom, whilst they called forth 
exultatu»i that such a being was his sister^ 
and grief that her virtues were called upon 
to sacrifice her peace ; and while he applaud- 
ed the delicate, generous juotive that with- 
held Victoria's mentioning Matilda to Ur- 
bino, as the cause of her rejection of him, 
he felt firmly persuaded of Matilda's being 
uiiworthy of such generosity— such delicate 
consideration. He behaved her arts and 
blandishments had ensnared, in some sue* 
cessfol toil, the honour of U rhino, whose 
affections, he doubted not, were fixed upon 
Victoria; and so anxious w^ he for the hap- 
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piness of his sister, so partially indined to 
Urbino, he would, in spitfi of every argu- 
ment circumstances presented against him, 
preserve the latent hope that Urbino would 
confinn his own assertions, and ere long* 
evince himself a man of unblemished ho- 
nour; and these flattering hopes his san- 
guine mind encouraged, he would fain have 
transplanted to his sister's bosom. But,^ with 
infinite concern, he soon found his efforts all 
were vain* The mournful, placid smile of 
resignation, that beamed on .Victoria's face, 
told him she cherished no hope ; and saying 
he would g(x on her embassy to Sebastian^ 
Alphonso tenderly pressed her hand, and 
precipitately retired, to hide the tear of 
painful sympathy that trembled in his eyes. 
In the library he met Matilda, who, with 
a countenance expressive of grief and anxie* 
ty, was hurrying to the chamber of Victoria. • 
• — *' May I ask whither donna Matilda is 
hastening?" said Alphonso, who guessed 
that her presence, at this moment, could not 
prove a source of pleasure to Victoria. " If 
to my sister, I am sorry to prevent your 
kindly-intended visit ; but she is now a Uttle 
indisposed, and cannot have the pleasure of 
seeing you ; even I am forced to leave her." 
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« 

V Holy Virgin !•* exclaimed Matilda, in a 
•voice of distress-^** not see me ! To-morrow 
she leaves the castle ; and if I cannot see 
her, what will become of Theodore ?" 

Alphonso was startled, — " May I, who 
am flattered by my sister's confidence, now 
answer as her representative, and relieve 
your apparent distress ?* 

" Ob, no, no ! you possess not her feel- 
ing — her sensibility ! and my business is to 
awaken them, to plead for Theodore, whom 
she has rgected and made wretched. Little 
— ^little did I imagine lady Victoria could 
have done this ! Oh ! how fondly did I flat- 
ter myself that Theodore was not doomed 
to sigh in hopelessness, and that all lady 
Victoria aehie v^ for him were proofs of the 
most tender attachment !'^ 

^ O^ most consummate hypocrite f* 
thought Alphonso ; then fixing his penetrat- 
ing eyes full upon Matilda's blushing face, 
he spoke, with striking emphasis — " Is it 
possible that donna Matilda can feel dis- 
tress at my sister's rejection of conte Urbino, 
when rumour strongly reports the fair Ma- 
tilda's having a friend, whose claims upon 
the heart of conte UVbino are prior to my 
fiister^s !" 
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Matilda's face changed from a bright tint 
of vermilion to the pale hue of death ; her 
bosom heaved convulsively ; and, after a 
painful pause, she with difficulty articulated 
— ." Rumour could only glance at me ! but 
know, conte Ariosto, although I own that 
I love Urbino with the tenderest affection, 
neither the bribes of fortune, nor the pangs 
of torture, should force me to be his wife. 
I estimate Theodore beyond any other mor- 
tal ; nay, I almost adore his virtues : yet, 
even was I not conscious of the strength, 
the tenderness of his unalienable attacb* 
nient to lady. Victoria di Modena, I would 
sooner expire by every pang with which 
cruelty could torture me, than unite myself 
to him!" An. unequivocal expression of 
horror now assumed its empire over heri^- 
t^ted countenance, and she trembled to such 
Excess, she was forced to lean against a.pik 
lar for support. 

Alphonso was more amazed than ever; 
and, though lost in vague conjecture, he 
kindly took her death-cold hand, and led 
her to a seat. — ^^ Forgive, I entreat," said 
he, ^^ my thus distressing you. I wish not 
to pain your sensilnlity, nor to penetrate in^ 
to mysteries you may perhaps be forbidden 
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to reveaL Idle curiosity does not pifompt 
my inquiry. The happiness of tJrbino urges 
me to-—" 

-At this moment the venerable Anselmo 
entered the library, the traces of tears still 
visible upon his highly-flushed cheeks, and 
his agitated frame and countenance betray- 
ing the most striking emotion.—" Donn^ 
Matilda,"* said this amiable old man, " I am 
commissioned to request your presence in 
the chamber of your friend, Sebastian, where 
some important intelligence awaits you ; to 
receive which, my daughter, I would have 
you summon all your fortitude* How to 

brave misfortunes you have already learned ; 

but how to bear prosperity and happiness 

are tasks almost too arduous for your years." 
•* Are happiness and prosperity to be the 

lot of Theodore ?" exclaimed Matilda, in a 

voice of impetuous emotion. 

I trust they are,*' replied the monk. 
Then let me fly to congratulate him,*' 

said she, wildly grasping the good Ansel- 

mo's arm. 

Conte Ariofeto hastened into the dining- 

parlour, and met her with a glass of water, 

which he persuaded her to drink ; and, as 

he kindly supported her through the hall. 
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said to the reverend Anselmo— " I was go- 
ing, holy father, on a missicm from my sister 
to segnor Sebastian, but find this would be 
an improper season." 

" In a few hours hence," replied Ansel- 
mo, " he will, I trust, be better able to re- 
ceive you. In truth, conte Ariosto, he is 
now unnerved— unfitted for society. Tell 
the amiable lady Victoria, Heaven has de- 
creed, that through her means the innocent 
will regain their rights, and a good man be 
restored to happiness." 

** And tell her from me," said Matilda, 
emphatically, " that Theodore deserves her ; 
and if she regards her own happiness, she 
will revoke the harsh — the cruel sentence of 
this morning." 

They now reached the staircase, which 
the agitated monk and Matilda tremulously 
ascended ; while Alphonso hastily returned 
to our heroine, to whom he imparted all 
that had occurred in this interview with 
Matilda and Anselmo. 
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CHAPTER IL 



-A BAY of tbat hope our heroine had long, 
refused to cherish now sprang up in her 
beart; but although it warmed her care- 
chilled bosom, and gave her comfort, she 
leared to- allow it too much influence, and 
ehecked its progress as* it seemed to gather 
strength ; but fervently breathed her silent 
aspirations to^ Heaven^ that, whatever her 
fate might be^ the fame of Urbino might be 
£bund immaculate: and now,, under the 
equal dbmihibn' of hope and fear, her ner- 
vous systembecame* so sensitive, she started, 
at every noise,, trembled at every sound,, 
and, with a palpitating heart, sat in the pain- 
ful expectation of some decisive explanation. 
But dinnevtime at length arrived, and no* 
intelligence from Urbino; neither- did Ma- 
tilda appear, Who 'had,. for many preceding: 
days, dined with Victoria and her party in: 
the apartment known to bur reader as Se- 
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bastian's study. Politeness demanded that 
Matilda should be apprised of dinner. Ro* 
solia was dispatched to her apartment with 
the information, and soon returned with the 
excuse of Matilda, who, overpowered by a 
recent important discovery, was unfit to ap- 
pear in company, and wished to remain 
alone, until she could effect the renovation 
of her subgugated firmness. 

Victoria partook not of the meal thtit wa* 
set before her, nor did her anxious friends 
evince much appetite ; and the moment Al** 
phonso arose from table, he proceeded to 
Sebastian's chamber, but was not admitted. 
Father Pierre had administered a potent 
soporific to Sebastian, who, in consequence, 
was in a profound sleep, and Urbino watch- 
ing by his pillow. 

Octavia, at Victoria's request, went to 
offer her attentions to Matilda, whom she 
found much agitated, and still wishing to 
remain alone, but very grateful for Victo-^ 
ria*s kindness, to whom she sent an affec^ 
tionate message^ with an earnest entreaty 
to be allowed to see bet ere her dc^rtore 
from the castle. 

The evening passed heavily cm in 'Hie 
apartment of our heroine, where expectaticMi 
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sat paMuUy awake, and each |»a«sit]g mo- 
ment iHinging disappointment tvith it^ un- 
til towards its dose» when the venerable 
Anselmo entered with a message from Se- 
bastian to Victoria and Alphonso, reqiiest- 
ing to see them in the morning. They pro- 
mised to attend his summons, and the holy 
man retired, without imparting a sentence 
fektive to the late discovery ; but in a few 
minutes after he was gone, the following 
billet fiom Urbino was delivered to conte 



« The fetal— fatal blow, this day 
giV^ to my peace, with a recent wonderful 
and important discovery, totally unfits me 
for seeing you this night; but by to-morrow 
I hope to have recovered a little of that for- 
titude which has deserted me in the most 
faying moment of my life. To-morrow, 
then, I shall request that interview you pro- 
ioiised me, when I trust that, although the 
etavled name of brother is, by my^cruel des- 
tiny^ denied me, you will own I can claim. 
Without degrading you, the valued title dl 
your friend.** 

A glow of the most animated pleasure iU 
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iumed the fine . cbuntenatioe of Alphonso, 
as he read this billet, which he hastened to 
^ive Victoria, whose face, . as she perused it, 
was sujQfused with the liveliest glow of joy 
and exultation. Her wishes were realized ; 
and whatever his situation with Matilda 
might be, the honour of Urbino would be 
proved unblemished. Now hope, in defi- 
ance of the cold efforts of reason, beamed 
through her breast, and her smiles were nii- 
consdously robbed of their pensive sadness; 
but, as upon the basis of hope alone, this con^ 
solatory structure sprang, a sleepless night 
destroyed great part of the air-built fabric* 
Fear awakened doubt ; and pale, languid> 
and unrefreshed, she arose from her pillow. 
Scarcely had our heroine finished the form 
oT sitting at the breakfkst-table» when the 
good Anselmo appeared, to conduct her and 
her brother to Sebastian, who was anxious-* 
ly waiting to receive them. Victoria, lean- 
ing upon Alphonso^s arm, with a bounding 
lieart and tremuious steps, measured her 
way to that well*known chamber, where 
the first object that now struck her view 
was the dejected Urbino, seated by the easy- 
chair of her venerable friend-— Urbino, who 
had, at tlie peril of his life, rescued her in 
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that very chamber from destruction. The 
tender feelings awakened by this remem- 
Inance at onoe subdued her, and» bursting 
into tears, she sank into tiie nearest seat. 
Matilda, whom she had not before observed,, 
now ran to her, and, throwing her arms 
around Victoria's neck, mingled her tears 
with hers, until, seeming suddenly to retol* 
lect herself, she suppressed her own tears, 
brought our heroine a glass of water, a|id 
then conducted her to Sebastian, wlio, seiv 
sibly affected, pressed Victoria to his bosom 
with paternal tenderness. — ** My child ! my 
preserver T he exclaimed, the moment his 
excessive stgkation would allow him^^ tospeak 
— ** pfesert'er of my house— of all my tree^ 
sure!* how can I find power to thank you ?^ 
Tears streamed down Sebastian's cheeks; 
and Victoria, greatly aflBected, entreated him 
to speak no* more upon a subject too op^ 
pres^ve ta bis feeling heart; then gently 
disengaging herself from his ardent embrftce, 
she took a seat beside him, and, calling up 
aU the energies of her mind, strove to ap^- 
pear composed. 

Sebastian gfized wistfully at her^. then^ 
mournfully upon Urbino; at length- he sad-^ 
ly said — ^ When language was formed, such 
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actions as VieKMria's Were anknown, uivd. 
words vfete not made to express the ac- 
knowledgments she merits ; but> poor ^Uy 
dotard that I am ! I fondly thought she 
loved my boy» and that an unions with hiin^ 
would be the highest recompence that Hee^ 
ven could bestow upon a mortal;, but this 
vain hope,^ like every other joy through life,, 
my crueU unrelenting destiny decrees Lmust 
forego."^ 

^' But,^ with all: due submission to this tni— 
placable destiny of yours» my good segtior,^ 
we will not quite fbnego this^ faope^'' said: 
Alphonso, with an animated miile of fasci- 
nating benignity. ^^ Hope shall plume upoa 
my crest,. Determination and Perseverance 
shall be my aides-de-camp, whenever Ins 
Catholic majesty pays the just tribute to^my 
superlative merit,, of raising me to the rank^ 
of generalissimo ; and never will I raise a 
siege, or give up an atCs^, because a few 
paltry barxxers impede my way." 

tJrbino took the hand of Alphonso( with: 
a gmteful pressure^ while Matilda, darting 
from the side of Victoria, caugjit his other,^ - 
and pressed it to her lips, then hastily let \t 
4top,^ Mdf. Uadbing at what her impetuous. 
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feelings urged her tD) retk^ behind Se^ 
ba^tian's chair, in pitiable confusion. 

Victoria and AlphiHiso were affected by 
the action of one, and amazed at that of the 
other ; while Sebastian, looking affectionate*- 
ly upon Alphonso, feelingly said—" Not 
more in face and figure, than in sentiments 
and manner, do you resemble your noble 
father.** 

** You then knew my father ?" 
'* I did,** returned Sebastian, with a deep* 
drawn »gh ; then turning to Victoria, he 
continued—" I wished to see you before 
you went from hence, my child, to gire you 
my benediction ere we parted, and to afford 
your noble, generous, feeling heart, the 
transport of hearing aU the blessings you 
have heaped upon your friend Sebastiem. 
Heaven, knowing the powers of your mind^ 
Victoria, assigned to you the arduotrs un-> 
dertaking of rescuing an honourable family 
firom the machinations of yilkiny^^^^f deadly^ 
diabolical vengeance, which for years pur^ 
sued them with impjacable severity, de^^ 
privingtfaem of peace, of hope, of every 
comfort under Heaven !: To you> then,. we 
<m^ our ^e8*^M3«ir restoraftibn^ to vlrtu4ua 
sMSe^y ta hiXHHimUe rank— to you^ the 
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happy father is indebted for the recovery 
of his children, of whom he was, by cruelty, 
bereft for twenty years ! — ^yes, my belovcKi 
Victoria, to you I owe the transport of 
knowing I am not thedesolate being I long 
believed myself— of knowing I am- not 
childless^ since this dear boy, this lovely 
. girl,, are mine " 

Tears, awakened by a variety of sensa-r 
tsons,. prevented. Sebastian from proceeding; 
while Victoria, starting from her seat in- 
violent emotion, caught his trembling hand; 
and with difficulty articulated — '^ Theodore 
and Matilda boik your children ?" 

•* Yes," replied Sebastian,. " both myr 
dbUdcen !r 

A momentaiy suspension stole over the* 
fecttlties of Victoria, who fell into the arms* 
of her watchful brother ; but soon recover- 
ing,, she beheld the almost-agonized^solici-^ 
tade of Urbino, with whom Matilda was- 
using every restorative for her recovery- 
Victoria could no longer bear to^ see the 
wsetdiedness of Urbino; she reached out. 
her hand to him. — <^' Forgive me !^' she cried 
-— •* forgive my injustice — ^my ingratitude.. 
1 tfarewr a dark shade over the perfections> 
of youc mind-^I believe d  " She oouldi 
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not proceed^ but, bursting into tears, hid 
her blushing face upon the bosom of her 
brother. 

The emotions of Urbino's mind were too 
powerful to admit of his uttering a single 
ivord, but his eyes spoke eloquently. 
- ** My good friends," said Alphonso, hid- 
ing his sensibility under the veil of cheer- 
fulness, " I rejoice exceedingly at your both 
being, so opportunely for me, struck dumb, 
as it will allow me to take a speaking part 
. in this most sublime drama, wherein I was 
beginning to feel the future generalissimo 
of Spain a nAighty useless, insignificant sort 
of personage ; but now listen to my oration, 
with all due respect and attention. — My 

friends and fellow-citizens ^'* 

And here, although playfully delivered, 
conte Ariosto sketched, with delicacy and 
precision, all the circumstances and motives 
which actuated his sister in her rejection of 
c<mte di Urbino. 

Scarcely had Alphonso arrived at his con- 
eluding sentence, when the enraptured Ur- 
bino burst forth in an exclamation of admi- 
ration at this further proof of the purity of 
Victoria's mind ; for Urbino could not but 
iippiove the motives, although he had so 
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severely sabred from the elBbcCs of beir 
rectitude. 

** Nay," exclaimed Alphonso, affecting to 
look sulky, ** I will never forgive this mor- 
tifying interruption to the first long speech 
I ever uttered. Now I shall never be aMe 
to take up the thread of my oration, where* 
in 1 was going to portray, in proper forrti 
and order, all the fair heroine's su^ring$ 
upon the heroic occasion— how many <*y»- 
tal tears she shed — ^how many deep-drawn 
sighs she heaved — how many sleepless nights 
she numbered— 4iow suspicion, that discord- 
ant miscreant, stole too into her brother's 
mighty breast— how that magnanimous he- 
ro fumed, and how he fretted too— how sen- 
timentally she fainted, how exquisitely she 
blushed, how pathetically she wept) and 
how— (Donna Matilda, must not that come 
next ?)— how tenderly the reconciled lovertf 
kissed, and were sworn friends for ever !** 

** Victoria," said Sebastian, whom the in* 
tentional rhodomontade of Alphonso allowed 
time to recall his firmness—" my amiable, 
my beloved Victoria will no longer then, 1 
trust, prove the destroyer of my dear boy'A 
peace,*' 

Victoria^ raising her head from the bosom 
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t>f her brother^ affectionately took the hand 
of Sebastian^ and said, while the sweetest 
blushes of timid hope and joy animated her 
lovely countenance—" Intercede, my dear 
sir, with your son, to forgive my injustice; 
and assure him, that in giving pain to him, 
I inflicted misery upon myself," 

Urbino caught her with ardour to his 
breast. — " Victoria, you then are mine !" 

Victoria could not speak ; her cheeks were 
suffused with the sweetest tints of lovely 
modesty ; her eyes sought the ground ; but 
sbe smiled, and that smile spoke volumea 
to the bounding heart of Urbino. 

** Victoria yours ! not she indeed,** ex- 
claimed Alphonso, endeavouring to hide 
bow sensibly he was affected ; " for it was 
only yesterday she told me she would have 
your marriage annulled." 

" And to-day, my brother," she timidly 
replied, " I tell you that I would not have 
it broken for any other Uessing the world 
could give me." 

" Nor Theodore, if I may augur from the 
manifestoof his joyful eyes, to be made em*- 
peror of the moon ; nor I, if I may trust 
the bounding ecstacy of my heart, to be 
made the husband of the infanta« Nor 
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would segnor Sebastian, I think, have ft 
broken to be instituted an inquisitor; nor 
donna Matilda, I am certain, to be made a 
nun. So, as we all agree upon being ex- 
quisitely happy at my sister's caprice, I trust 
the eflfect of that happiness may influence 
the recovery of segnor Sebastian, and enable 
us all shortly to reach Tuscany togetherl^ 
Alphonso now changed from levity of nmn- 
ners, as he proceeded respectfully to address 
Sebastian. — " As the brother of Victoria, 
sir, I must lay some claim to your esteem ; 
and as her natural protector, I hope you 
will not think me presuming if I hasten to 
speak my wishes. My leave of absence 
from my regiment does not extend to a 
very distant period ; I therefore am anxious 
to get to the Castle of Palino, that I may 
be present at the nuptials of my sister, and 
have them celebrated there, in the paldzzo 
of her forefathers, in a manner becoming her 
rank and nciy aflection for her ; and when 
I have made" my necessary arrangements in 
Tuscany, where I have not been since I be- 
came of age — when I can leave my Victoria 
at Palino, safe in the protection of my estim- 
able friend, her amiable husband, and in 
your society, segnor, and that of your lovfr 
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ly daughter, I shall return to my regiment, 
ivlth nothing to think of but to acquire lau- 
rels and a truncheon.** 

*^ And when you know who the happy 
husband of your inestimable sister is, my 
dear Aiphonso,*' said Sebastian, with solemn 
and impressive dignity, *^ I trust he will 
not lose a particle of that friendship which 
your noble heart and ardent temper are 
anxious to evince, because you think him 
poor and friendless. Nor will my Victoria 
love her husband less, I trust, when she 
finds herself not united to Theodore conte 
di Urbino, the humble dependant and re- 
puted nephew of conte di Vicenza, but to 
Orlando di Treviso, marchese of Palermo, 
the heir of the long dormant title and usurp- 
ed lands of Manfredonia ; nor look upon me 
with less affection, when she knows me for 
the earliest, dearest friend her father had — 
when my beloved child hears, that in seeing 
me she beholds the unfortunate Lorenzo 
duca di Manfredonia, so long by the world 
numbered with the dead.*' 

Alphonso and Victoria, from the same in- 
tuitive impulse, sank instantly upon their 
knees before him, and pressed his trembling 
bands with fervour to their lips, bathing 
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them with tears of genuine sensibility; 
while they earnestly entreated a blessing 
from him, whose memory, next to their own 
parents, they had been taught to love and 
venerate. Orlando and Matilda too sank ; 
upon their knees, to share in the solemn 
benediction of their agitated father, who^ 
when he had tenderly and fervently blessed 
all these his children, requested them to 
leave him. — " All subdued," he said, " by 
some of the most powerful emotions that 
can agitate the human breast, we require 
some little time to compos^ our amazed 
senses — to reflect upon the wonders, the 
mercies of Providence, so lately evinced to 
us — and to recall that firmness necessary to 
support us through the afflicting, nay, ago- 
nizing recital I have to make, and you to. 
hear. Let us then all separate for a time. 
In the evening return to me, when to you, 
dear children of my matchless friend, I will 
relate the narrative of my calamities — dis-. 
close the wonders^ of that important packet 
Providence led our beloved preserver, our 
own Victoria, to find for us — and teach you 
the dreadful knowledge of the depravity of 
those your virtuous, unsuspicious hearts so 
Ic^ reiq)ect^d.'' 
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The widbes of the duca were instantly 
Qomplied with by these his amiable and 
obedient children ; and Victoria, alone, and 
in her own chamber, delayed not to return 
a pious and fervent thanksgiving to Al- 
mighty Providence, for all its late and pro- 
mised future blessings to her. She next 
joined her Ursuline in Sebastian's study, 
where she hastened to make the heart of her 
venerable friend as joyful as her own, by 
her happy communications. But their tete- 
a-tete was soon interrupted by our hero, 
who had in vain endeavoured to calm his 
agitated spirits, and resolved at length, if 
be could not be. composed, at least be would 
be happy ; and to seek that society which 
be thought could only make him so, he en- 
tered Sebastian's study, with a heart full, 
and a countenance expressive of very differ- 
ent sensations from those that agitated him 
when last he quitted it, and where too his 
reception now bore not much idmilitude. 

The smiling graces, so long banished from 
Victoria's countenance, now gently glided 
back to their fascinating dimpled stations. 
The bright prospects, so unexpectedly and 
suddenly opened to Orlando (for as Orlando, 
oidrebe^ c^ Fakrmo. will our r^der heniQe* 
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forth know him), animated too his face and 
conversation. Farinelli could scarcely be- 
lieve that sickness, languor, and misery^ had 
so lately been the companions of either. 
They talked of their present happiness-^ 
their past sorrows. Orlando recounted mi- 
nutely his first beholding Victoria, and all 
his subsequent devices to obtain another, 
and still another view — described, most elo- 
quently, the progress of his attachment— 
the hopes and fears her conduct and eiiio* 
tions had, from time to time, inspired ; and 
deeply engaged by the fascination of this 
(to them) interesting con versation, they wan- 
dered from Farinelli into the library, from 
thence into the piazza, and at length on in- 
to the garden, unconscious of the extent of 
their ramble, or the flight of time, until 
I^iego appeared to summon them to dinner. 
The most ardent joy sat conspicuous upon 
his intelligent countenance, while, in a high-* 
ly-respectful manner, he informed them that 
conte Ariosto had done him the honour of 
telling him why his lady*s journey from 
Spain was postponed, and that he sincerely 
hoped their happiness might be equal to his 

joy- 
Victoria and Orlando both, as if actuated ^ 
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by the same impulse at the same instant, 
reached out a hand to him. — ** You will 
still follow our fortunes, Diego/' exclaimed 
they* 

•* You will not, my friend, regard me less 
when you behold me the wife of your be- 
loved, long-regretted favourite," said Vic- 
toria. 

" And you will now love me for my Vic- 
t(»ria's sake, as well as for my own," Orlando 
continued. 

Diego pressed their respective hands with 
fervour to his heart, bowed profoundly, but 
could not articulate one word in all the long 
way he preceded them to the ca$Cl^' at the 
entrance of which they were m^3by Rosolia, 
who, with gestures strongly ap^oaching to 
frenzy, oflfered her congratulations, in the 
strange ungraceful mixture of half-articu-' 
lated expressions of joy, with tears and 
smiles, sobs and laughter ; and the gratula- 
tions of the good Alberti, Pierre, and Oc- 
tavia, were also received with genuine satis- 
faction, because they sprang from the hearts 
of sincerity and friendship. 

The ecstasies of poor Thomas, upon hear- 
ing of who his beloved captain Theodore 
VOL. rv. ^ c 
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reidljr Was, csoeed our powers of deeeri^ 
tion ; he t3s^>ered, i^ngi roared, shoated, 
h4iizfl»ed, M^nked^ wept, end swore^-trod on 
the toes of a dozen inquisitors — ^kicked ibe 
^ins of haif«-a«^fieore effidsdi^ ia these fais 
ei^amis of joy>^'^nA, m bis fiynapathetic 
ghe, hugged and idssed poor old I^resa ao 
cordially, that he almost smothered her with 
Ms ttirbulent raptures. 

As to pow Teresa^ she wept f<n* joy, tiud; \ 
her child, her lovely and beloved Tfaeodct^ 
was at last to be k&own fc^ a ^gnndhee, and 
to be ttiarrted to the oxkost foeatityFiil, ami- 
able^ and kindJiearted donna the eon ever 
shone upon. 

Eady in the <evenkig were the hki^ng 
Victoria, and the exniaptuiPed half^basbod 
Orlando, relieved from the teasing, mirthfiil 
rail^y of AJphonso, by a sunnmons to the 
duca, whom they found sadly^ but intereM:* 
ingly collected and composed. Qmckly, ^» 
if fearing to lose thift portion of fiimiefis 
with which his piety had supplied him, he 
entered upon the ppomia^ tiaamtive, but 
which we shall ourselv^ take ^tbe iliheity of 
rdating, as we can, by oombioaiig .other his- 
tories with that recounted by the duca, and, 
by omitting all that our readers sae afaneady 
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acquainted with, rescue theim ftom the te- 
diousness of ^' a tw&ce4x>ld tale." 

And now, courteous reader, we* must re- 
quest you to turn your thoughts back upon 
don Ambrosio de Montalvan, whom we left 
at a fisherman's hut, u{x»i the coast of 8iei- 
ly, at the period Viola fled to Naples with 
Clementina. 



CHAPTER III. 



NpxaiNO could equal the consternation and 
4ismi^ •of don Ambrosio, and^his vile asao- 
fsitkte Leopold, at the fiefl Uow their iniqui- 
tous scheme received by the unthought-of 
elopeadent of Viola ; and every hope of fu- 
ture success was destroyed, when they kara- 
.^ in whose protection she -had found refuge. 
Tbey both immediately fled from Sicily, in 
tihe vessel prepamd to convey the marchesa 
mR9y« and joining the. ^aiciish fleet, Am- 
hroio made Leopold his chaplain. 

It bad hi^b^rto been don Ambroioo's suc- 
eoisftil aim to acqm«e ibzie and glory in his 

c 2 
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profession ; and now, in conformity to the 
capricious versatility of his disposition, it 
seemed all at once his wish to render his 
name infamous, to tarnish his former ho- 
nours, and blight his laurels, by every action 
that was inimical to probity and humanity; 
assigning to the slight reproaches of his con- 
science, that the misery of mind his disap- 
pointed love inflicted, pleaded sufficiently 
in excuse for every enormity he could com- 
mit, for that his reason was affected by his 
mental anguish. Public indignation now 
ran high against this once-popular young 
man. Many of his exploits might have led 
him to the scaffold ; but in consideration of 
the eminent services he had rendered his 
country, he was not brought to trial, civil 
or military ; he only received his Catholic 
majesty's dismission from every post and ho- 
nour by which he had been distinguished. 

The vile apostate Leopold, impelled by 
dire necessity, became the follower of the 
justly-degraded Ambrosio's fortunes, and 
soon their fertile invention stru<?k out a. plan 
not more gratifying to their avarice than to 
their sanguinary souls. They entbred-into 
a league with a number of profligate men 
of all descriptions, who formed themselves 
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in to. a society, which spread itself with asto- 
nishing facility, not only: over 3p^in and Por- 
tugal, but through France, Italy, and Ger- 
many. The successes of all parties weje for 
the general benefit, whilst each individual 
Yfas to be supported from the funds of the 
establishment, which were to provide for 
every expence necessary for carrying on the 
difTeirent branches of this predaceous society, 
-who were sworn to feed upon the public by 
every act of fraud and villainy, comprised 
virithin the efforts of the specipus swindler, 
tbe^ el^g^pt ger)t|emanly gambler, the daring ' 
banditti, the dark assassin, the midnight 
robber, and, a formidable squadron of ships 
fitted out fo? the lucrative employment of 
piracy.. :; 

The rla^ter department, as well as the 
management of a great part of the banditti 
allotted to act in Spain, the commander-in- 
chief, Ambrosio, assigned to himself and 
Leopold, whp now thought it time to throw 
pflf entirely, the sacerdotal habit. To find 
an eligible .habitation to secrete their trea- 
sures, troops, and shipping in, w;as for some 
time a grand and difficult pursuit; but 
conte Yicenza haying been amongst thefirst 
who enlisted under their villainous banners 



in Italy, ^ a ganiUet, horn hh gi^eat intU 
MMy Withcicmte El^dii, between whom 
afKS li^self a peifeet understfincling sah^ 
i^ted, flibon g^ned that vindictive man fa 
enrol himself Klnongist hh kindred villains ; 
and nothing could have proved more fortu* 
fiate fat the geneital security than such ait 
^u^iition, since the only patrimony El*^ 
^dii possessed tvas that very castle ai the 
Pyrenees where the scene of this rom^oice 
has lain fin: so tti&ny of out* pages. 

f*emando conte Elfndii was lineally ^* 
sieended tMn the princes df Cataldftia; ited 
one of his more immediate ancestor being 
iimdttgst those ^>aniai'ds Who dfove the 
Fr^ch out of l^apies in 1504, nmitled a 
Neapolitan lady, and settling in that coun- 
try, it became the native pbce of his pro- 
geny. By une}jpected, but legal succession, 
this impregnable castle tt length devolved 
to Elfridii ; blit its situation was too horrid, 
its condition too much out of repair, to ad- 
mit a thought of his disposing of it to ad- 
vantage ; and he Iwid resolved upon having 
the structure rtissed, to make money of its 
valuable materials, when the liberal oRbn^ 
of the predabeous community were joyftilly 
accepted by him ; and wheh he fled from 
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^aflcfi^ m despair upon Clementinft^s ae* 
oepting the pwposals of his iriTal, he made 
an CEXcursion into Spain» to put Ambrosio 
and lua people into possesnon of the castle, 
and to teaeh them the secrets of k; for with 
the title-deeds of the castle was a key to the 
else4mp«netrable secrets of the pkce ; some 
of which, however, EUHctii reserved for bis 
ewn kmiwledge alone, thinking that in some 
Bost of wi^ he might cbirvert them to his 
cfwn advaiitagft hereafter; and depending 
upon the &ith of lagoi, an old n^;ro, who 
had been reared in the castle, and locally at* 
tadbed to the {dace, bis fidciity descending 
fitxn owner to owner, as sted&s^y as an 
faeirJooni. Elfiridii knew that lago was well 
acquainted with almost all the madiinery 
of the place ; bat swearing him to secrecy, 
he concealed fhmi Ambrosio's knowledge 
&e €^urdb, with many of the vaults and 
impenetrable places annexed to the castle; 
and wfaUst exploring the hoirid recesses of 
this dreadful fortress, he formed that diabo^ 
Ikal plan of revenge upon Lwenao and Vi- ,. 
dia, which he but too snoeessfuUy executed. 
Ambrosk), now put in possession of a 
pboe which seemed, by some mirade, abso- 
lutely built on purpose for his aeeommoda- r 
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tion and security, found it expedient to drop 
the well-known name of Ambrosio de Mont- 
alvan, and assumed that of don Manuel de 
Bascara ; and Leopold, from the same ne- 
cessity foregoing his fHroper name, took the 
Spanish one of Garcias. 

The only person in the world for wh<MEi 
Elfridii felt a particle of disinterested at- 
tachment was Francisco Grassendi, the monk 
who had educated (him. Francii^so possess- 
ed some virtues and many fidlings ; he was 
brave and generous; his heart formed by 
nature, humane, affectio;nate, and just; but 
his temper was violent, and his passions 
ever were his masters. Forced by his pa- 
rents at an early age into the churchy in-* 
clination never led him along the steady 
path of duty. Well aware of aU that sanc- 
tity of life his profession called for, he often 
attempted to be what conscience pointed 
out ; but the attempts were but the feeble 
efforts of an unsteady mind, and alternately 
he appeared as a saint and a sinner. As a 
learned man, he had been selected to super* 
intend the education of Elfridii; and as there 
was no very great disparity in their years, 
they soon beci^me companions and friends. 

From the strength of this attachment, £1- 
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iii possessed an influence over the mind 
of Frandsco, that enabled him quickly to 
win liie monk into the villainous commu- 
nity he belonged to. The ambition of Fran- 
cisco would not allow him to remain a com- 
mon member of this fraternity. He had 
interest enough at Rome to get himself 
translated to a convent of Observantine fri- 
ars at Cadaques, and by the artful intrigues 
of some of the devotees whom he confessed 
at Naplesf, he soon was Instituted a member 
of the inquisitorial synod. With the pre- 
daceous society thus fully in his power^ he 
quitted Naples for Cadaques^ where, though 
rigid was the Observantine order, he affect- 
ed even supeiipr austerity ; and under the 
veil of sanctity, refusing even the few com- 
forts of the mpnasteiy^ took up his abode in 
^ scditary cave, in a gloomy forest not &r 
distant frpm the town. The reputed auste- 
rity of his life sooq rendered him famous; 
he shor;tly became the most popular preach- 
er in the province, and the favourite con- 
fessor tq all the neighl^urii^ convents and 
pious fan^iliea 

Tlie cave of this holy iqapostor oommu- 
jpicated, as our sagsdous refider already pre- 
t -0 8 
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ittg^s, with th€ cditle; the il^cii^t o^ the 
^htiTrdh, With fneoiy dthers considered b3r 1l^- 
fMn as eo^pemMng td tbeif Itiutual int^- 
^iit, vrik c<Mifid€fd by him to FMkMiseo, who 
Whs thus plated ill th^ dadtte as an object of 
t^ircAr and of 'tofet^ t ^^ ddn Matiuel, ete 
fa6 Was AWay^, foun^ hintlself but lideottd 
where he claimed the first place. In the 
power of the inquisitor, he bowed to his aii- 
thority; and every daring vastol belongittg 
to don Mimue) trembIM at Fratidsed^s 
frown, who, though as an individttnl eausiftg 
terror. Was in fact the ^totett sdfeguatti 
they possessed. 

In k\\ the secrets of the dreadful tributt^ 
I^aiieii»(^ knew the moAietat danger threift- 
ened the society, and, by th^ chieanery 6f 
priestcraft, kept his confederates secure fi^om 
ecclesiastic vengeatto*, until the ntoment bf 
l^etribution, allotted by Hefeten, arrived; 
whtt^, in tihe ^trrsdit of cfTuelty and revengfe, 
th^ eva destiny i^ufifered them to impris^Oh 
the holy Anselmo. - 

Possefewng tfee -tonfidence of 96 liiany per- 
sons in Catalonia, Francisco tob was of con- 
sideMtble adVintag^ %o the ifuhtfl^ designs 
tif th6 ^ftrp», i»fid %0 the te«¥e open "Aauris 
of the banditti; an A When, in his perambu- 
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lalions m a pious raaokf or in his inquin* 

torial cfaafaotesr, he karnad aiijr danger await* 

ed the eommumty, it was agiead that he 

^lould annoDnoe it by beating a dram, 

formed like an Indian gong, wbieh was 

placed in a eavem underneath the eastle^ 

fimn wlience sound so fondfaly eonveyed it- 

Bd£, tiiat it warned every sentinel aiound 

the castle of impending dsmger ; upon which, 

aa the beat of the drum directed, they and 

sdl the ft«temity either flew to arms, or be- 

took themad ves to hiding-plaees in the rodcs, 

or to the shipping. Ovat reader is now no 

longer at a loss to account for the tremen* 

dous noise that so ahirmed Viefcoria the first 

lught of her dreadful eiqptirity ; and as the 

good fNToperties of Fran^isoo's heart often 

recoiled fiom the crimes of his associates, he 

had sometimes recourse to the gong, and, 

«pnder pnetenee of dittiger, put 1^ assassin 

toAght; and often unsubdued consdenoe 

would wfaiiqper that danger threatening 

lliem ia sadi a moment seemed tike divine 

yengeaBoe, and Hbe meditated enormity was 

tfaerefcve perhaps never committed. 

When tiie dudiessa di Mantpedonia was 
so iviBainottdy ttepuined Jrom the castle of 
herbiisbaQdp the mot&an of the cartiiqge,. in 
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which Vioenm placed her» while yet in her 
swoon, quickly recalled this innocent victiin 
0f revenge to her senses ; but the sound' of 
the treacherous Polydore's voice destroyed 
lat once every ray of hope and joy. Horror 
now sealed up her senses; and in the most 
pitiable situatioUt falling from one swoon 
into another, ^e was conveyed into a ship, 
which in due time bore the wretched Viola 
into a creek belonging to the Pyrenean cas- 
tle, into which this miserable captive was 
conveyed, attended by every fear^ by every 
pang, that could agnize a mind devoid of 
guilt. 

Don Manuel was then out upon a cruise^ 
Imt the ruthless Gardas was at home, and 
the sight of the captive brought in by P<dyw 
dore gave diabolical pleasure to his vindk> 
tive heart; but in beholding the fieod Leo^ 
^Id ia this her prison, at once proclaimed 
to Viola the magnitude c^ her calamities. 
Her senses fcnrsook her ; for mental misery 
and horror had brought on a fever so h^fa^ 
so malign, that finr many weeks the suigecHis 
of the castle had scarcely a hope for her life; 
Imt Heaven spared her that existence of 
whidi the crui^tiesof her enemies afterwards 
deprived b?r« Sb^ did xecoyer^ yetjdowly^ 
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^though she exerted herself to aid her phy- 
sidans in banishing disease (though nriser- 
able was existence to her) for the Sake of 
h^r unborn babe, to whose life she could 
not believe the cruelty of her enemies would 
extend. 



CHAPTER IV. 



It would be tedious to enumerate the days 
of misery Viola passed in this dreadful pri- 
aon» since they were all alike wretdied. 
Don Manuel returned to the castle, under 
the influence of his good propensities^ and 
was shocked, was grieved, to find the idol of 
his affections in such a phce. Too quickly, 
however, those amiable feelings vanished; 
and Viola, in addition to her other calami, 
ties, had to suffer daily, nay, almost hourly, 
the insidting declaratiom of Ambrano's un- 
sabcfued passion for her. But her heart was 
the temple where purity had enshrined it<- 
self ; and there is something so hallowed iii 
d^piified virtue, that the profligate Manuel 
dared to olEeir no further insult to the cap- 
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tive'duebessa, tlian the perpetoal avov«d of 
his uncofiquerabte attadiment. 

At lengikh the hour for Viola's Gonfine^ 
ment drew near. In priscm, «id such a pri- 
scm ! — ^tom fropi her husband, all her friends ! 
— without consolation, without one female 
near her, was that moment to arrive ! She 
wept — she shuddered, but resolved, for the 
sake of her child, to bear all with firmness. 
But the attachment of don Manuel melio- , 
rated all that was in his power of the for- 
lomness of her situation ; every thing that 
wealth conld obt»n was ptocured for her; 
«reiy ikmg which affisetion could si^esl, 
for eomfort and for safi^, be had provided, 
and a respectable womira, released from, 
amoi:^ the dungeon captives^ to wait upon 
and nurse her. The moment wMcfa Viola 
almort ht^ied would terminate her exist* 
ence at last anived ; and in five moirtbs after 
4iie had been infaamaiily trepanned from 
hapfttoess and her husband's protection, was 
ber daughter bom, whom Fraacisoo baptised 
by tiie name of Mi^da, after Lomqzo's 
respected gmndmother, the late duehessa di 
Minfoedonia. 

The flfMolsnents allotted te ithe iH^fiil^ * 
.Viola weM Huiie afterwanb talHilHtdal :bf 
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h» husband and h&t smi* In timn l?tm- 
eisc^ ofben vMted her, tvlien dhe taught his 
heAtt to feel the highest toiiehes of j^ty and 
a^ftyiiratioti it was capal^e of oonoeiving; 
aftd had she confided in him, it k probable, 
in de^nee of his attaifiiiment to ElfUdii, he 
would have restored her to her husband. 
But Mill feeding upon the hope of her letter, 
and Bernardo's testimony, clearing her feme 
and constancy to Lorenzo, and of his con- 
aeq^^ent researches tradng her to her dread- 
ful prison, she ferbore, from motives of pride 
<md delicacy, to annoimce herself to the few 
piet^96ns she was allowed to see in the castle ; 
wfcile, on the other hand, her deadly foes, 
for their own safety, were careful to conceal 
her rcftd rank, and she was simply known 
"in the castie as •• the widow of a Sicilian 
gentleman, killed by Polydore in a dnel; 
and she being the «ily witness, it was ne- 
cessary, for his scteurity, to keep her in se- 
cret confinement* 

« Elfiidii two or three times visited the 
fyrenean castJe, for the diabolical satisfac- 
' tiM ^f increasing the men^ anguisii of this 
hapless vicitim of his insatiate vengeance, 
by 'dbBging - her to hekr and read letters 
ih>m HEhe tuMfoirtutiaite TiOMMzo to him, by 



40 BOWANCE OF TI|E PYBENEE8. 



which she had the misery of findfaig thal^ 
although her husfoanii still remembered her 
with tenderness, he believed her the child 
of frailty ; and his letters were so indicative 
of hopeless woe— ^f agonized despondence, 
jthat, in despite of her indignation, her scorn 
of Elfridii, she would condescend to kneel 
at his feet^ and sue, with all that melting 
eloquence humanity would have found re- 
sistless, to Elfridii, *** to restore the peace of 
her Liorenzo^--of his patrcHi, his friencL" 
But all she ever obtained by this humilia- 
tion was to hea^ him, wi;th the ruthless ex- 
ultation of a fiend, glory in the triumph 
of his plots of vengeance, take to himself the 
credit of her degradation, and assure her his 
deadly hate and persecutions would never 
tierminate, until her fame should be oonsi* 
dered infamaus through the world, her 
name the scorn andisoourg? of her husband 
and her son, and until her Lorenzo's hap- 
piness was blasted in every shap^ that ven- 
geance and malice could devise^ : 

At length', one day, with barbarous exal- 
tation, Elfridii put a letter into. Viola's hands, 
that struck on her heart the fina^ blow to 
peace — ^to every wi4l ^ ^fe: it was^frpm 
her hu^bandt .aii4 . ip i«t was mjentioned . his 
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intended marriage with Elvira. The wretch- 
ed duchessa fell to the ground in a swoon ; 
and when respiration returned, perception 
seemed no longer to be hers. ^For several 
hours she appeared insensible to all her mi- 
series. At length the gentle pressure of her 
infantas fingers^ twined round one of hers,, 
recalled her suspended faculties ; ha: child 
was folded in her arms. But she looked be- 
yond this world for comfort ; in this there 
was not now left a hope for her to rest upon. 
Miserable as the preceding letters, of I^ 
renzo had made hen she still felt a kind of 
forlorn consolation in perusing them. To 
see her name traced, although with the at- 
tendance of every possible humiliation, by 
her Lorenzo — ^to press to her heart, her lips» 
the paper he had touched — and to know 
that, even believe^ unworthy, still she was 
beloved by the lord oMigr affections, gave 
^me sad comfort to her breaking heart. 
But even that sad comfort was torn by the 
ruthless hand of cruelty away ; for Lorenzo's 
second marriage she was not prepared ; and 
that marriage too with Elvira, the fiend 
^ho had so ably aided in her destruction, 
annihilated every feeling, but those of hor- 
ror and dismay, until the idea of Bernardo's 
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hSSiBg in Ins attempt to dew her fame, and 
that Lorenzo bad refiised to bear bio^ and 
bad so fer forgotten his onoe-loved Viola, iti 
one short y^ar, as to think of a successor, 
awakened her thoughts to every pang of 
grief that wounded k>ve and pride coald 
give. She knew too, by this second mar- 
riage, he bad been led to believe her dead ; 
and thfis every hope of his seeking b^ wai$ 
cut off for ev^, and with it every prospect 
for her child, her Matilda, who was thus 
rent from honourable society, her father's 
love, his name, bis protection, even his 
knowledge of her existence ; and when she 
was laid in that grave where mental an- 
guish fast was hurrying her, what would be 
thia hapless alien's fete? who would rear her 
in the path of virtue ? Purity recoiled fycm 
the dreadful prospect which lay before her 
child ; the mother shuddered, and, to save 
her daughter from eternal destruction, fer- 
vently prayed to Heaven that her own mi- 
serable existence might be prolonged. 

As the hope of ever being restorod to fitme 
and to her husband was now no more, Viola 
determined to confide her hapless story, her 
rank and name, to Francisoo, and to implore 
his protection for her child. . That consola- 



ticm howeret irad denied ber, Fmndsco bciu 
ia^ dt th«t paiodttlkdto Madrid upon, in- 
qokitorkd bttsmess; sttid 46n Manuel too 
wsi^ timmtr i^en tlie lusit fell !>k>w wa^ 
giir^ft to th# devoted diiohessa's happiness. 
!&iA be tetoitied sk^nrtly after, when the fe- 
msde eaptive, wka ^ill attended her, inform- 
ed him of some new calafmity having be- 
laU^n her Iddy in bii^ abgenee-^-of her sub* 
sequent illness, and piteous melafidholy. 
The heart of don Manuel was at that mo- 
cMAt accessible to humanity, and be was 
shocked aud grieved at the intelligence; 
and wishing to behold Viola, unseen by her, 
to observe fiom her appearanee wbat fears 
woe to be enterti^ned for her heakb, the 
. attendant Iieoticmi pldfced him in the apart* 
meiiftg e( the dnehessa, in a situation advan* 
ti^eomf to his design. 

The infant Matilda was then in the arms 
of her mother, whose maternal feelings at 
that moment had conquered every other. 
She was dinging her child to sleep. Her 
voice, whether in speaking or singing, was 
gifted with the power of feseiiiation ; it 
sounded now so piteous, but so lOw, as if 
she fbared the pathos of her notes should 
seem like murmurs at the decrees of Provi* 
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denoe : her whole appearance/ W9S so touch* 
ipg» so indicative of silent, mieprnphmings 
deep-felt M^oe, tliat don Maauel was subdu- 
ed. Starting from his place of concealment^ 
he fell at her feet, implored forgiveness for 
all the sorrows he had ever caused her, and 
solemnly pledging himself to restore her to 
fame and happiness ; assuring her> that at 
the ds^wn of the succeeding day he would 
set sail for Italy, see the duca di Manfre- 
donia, clear her immaculate fame, and prove 
his accusations of the perBdy of her ^e^ 
mies true, even before the tribunal of the 

 

Inquisition^ ,: 

For herself, the duchessa would have re^ 
jected even fame and happiness from the 
murderer of her father ; but affectiw^ ibr her 
child prompted her^gratefuUy to, accept his 
promises, which he generoudy forbore to 
tell her teemed with such imminent danger 
to himself. He offered now to take her and 
Matilda with him to Manfredonia. But to 
this proposition the purity of the duchessa 
started insuperable objections; her pride of 
conscious virtue led her to wish to be eman* 
cipated from her dreadful captivity by her 
husband or his agents; and to return under 
the auspices of the very man with whose 
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name hers had been united by calumny^ in 
its cruel destruction of her fame, was incom- 
patible with every precept of prudence — ^with 
eveiy feeling of delicacy. Don Manuel 
therefore determined to go without her; 
and only that this expedition required to 
be immediately undertaken^ if possible to 
prevent the nuptials of Lorenzo, he would 
have postponed his intended departure un- 
til the return of Francisco from Madrid, that 
he might leave Viola under his protection. 

For the success of his generous project, 
don Manuel knew it would be necessary to 
conceal his intentions from all his associates, 
to whom it threatened danger the most for- 
midable; and although don Manuel knew 
the performance of his design would be at 
the peril of his own safety as well as theirs, 
so much did he, at that moment, prize the 
restoration of Viola's happiness, that he 
would have thought it cheaply purchased 
with his own life and those of half mankind. 
Orders for his voyage he therefore issued, 
as if for some piratical enterprise, and even 
to his friend Garcias he invented a delusive 
tale, as a reason for his intended precipitate 
departure. But wary as the subtile Manuel 
thought himself^ the more subtile Elfridii 
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crueUy proY^ed the froajtnition of liis generous 
furpo^e. More deeply mUthited in tbe se- 
(erets of tiie oasde thsua any other of the com- 
tmunity, it was in Elfridii's power to wan^der 
•o^er it> an invisible i^y, at pleasure ; and 
m one of thoee unse^ ramUes he overheard 
'the cQitferenee in whifih don Manuel pro- 
MMfd to jsestore Viola to fame and to ha* 
httsband, and hastily conimunicated this im- 
fienrtant discovery to. his two vile associates, 
Garcias aod Polydore. Tbe victim of Hmr 
maltoe was ahout to be isoatehed £r(nn their 
^poiw&r, and npt ooly their Jdves, but those 
of ttbe whole commmity^ sacrificed without 
acrupk^ fiiMrrtbe hi^ppiness <if ^an individud 
whom they all three hated. Th^ dared 
»ot openly oppose don Manuel^ Who lived 
in the hem'ts of bis men ; and if they exas- 
perated him^ they knew he <!ould qiiiiekly 
find means of v^i^eanee : they had therefine 
only to fM^ovidefor £faeir own s^ty, by r^- 
dem\g his desigi^i fmiti^m, and to desf^y 
siAspioioB %(di^imulati0n equal to his own. 
4^moQg the wretches devoted to -Gareu^^ 
was iWe inwe diaboUoal ijban aay assassin in 
tte iwrhote ^Bteiaality ; and ^so mudi more 
cxikA, mofe SsxgiicmB, was be deemed than 
aUtiieiifflt, Ibat even jtis^tfoaafianiM^ gave 
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idm the ^ff^oi^ie name of Sanguinario. 
This wretebt y/iko had aided Leopold in the 
murder of the arehbisbop of Montreal ; this 
wteUSus who had, while in the servioe of the 
marc^ieee q£ Palermo, met with a dreadful 
aoetdent, at which time the humanity of 
Viola led her to shew him the most touch- 
mf^ kindness— lundxiess that did touch Ins 
heart, for Viola was the <Hily person upon 
earth he had ever felt a particle of pbiian- 
tiue&fiy towards; this wreteh was fixed upon 
as the perpetiator of their atrocious puiipose. 
It vms i^reed upon by these demons of ini- 
quity, that while Leonora was taking her 
supper, that Jiight, Sanguinario should en- 
ter through a private door, the seqiet of 
which Elfridii was to teach him, into the 
duchsssa's apartments, aiui there murder the 
uiisuq^ting Viola and ha* child, and, after 
the Aaiharous 4eed was^feoted, so to dis- 
pose of the poniard, as to fxake the horiid 
catastropfafe appear the work of hier own dis- 
tempered hand; «id better to colour this 
auppootkMi, eonte ViowsNi, an adept in the 
act of foi^gery^ mwbe % lew uncoBneoted 
lines^ in imitation of thedufihessa's writings 
addressed to don Manuel, and lu^y ex- 
poesaifve o£ menial deiaiigeme&t 
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At the usual hour Leonora retired to her 
isupper, and^ as usual, the lovely duehessa 
was the sole nurse and tender guard of her 
Matilda, who lay sleeping in her bed, un- 
conscious of ^ her inestimable mother's ap- 
proaching fate ; Viola kneeling by the side 
of her babe, exactly in that employment in 
which a Christian would wish to die. She 
was at prayers when the ruthless Sanguina- 
rio entered the room, unseen, unheard, by 
his pious victim, into whose beauteous bosom 
he plunged the weapon of unmerited ven- 
geance. The lamp, which lay upon a table 
near, at that dreadful moment emitted a 
brightened ray — it gleamed upon the face 
of Viola, Sanguinario now beheld her ce- 
lestial countenance, and for the first time 
knew who the victim was he had been or- 
dered to immolate. The fatal blow recoiled 
upon his hitherto-callous heart, and defeated 
the further progress of his murderous mis- 
sion. Dashing the reeking poniard from his 
trembling hand, he franticly retreated. So 
shaken, so conscience-stricken, his senses fled, 
never to return, and left him that miserable 
wretch beheld in the cavern by the dismay- 
ed Viotoria. 
With her deathblow Viola received the 



(mrf^tUm'of the icrual ban A w.Uk^(bad di- 
«eeted it ; asidrtreixibHng forthe:8afety of jber. 
d^, slie snatched it firom the bed; a»d» silr 
thougfa feelingithe Atv&an id life &At iis^iui^ 
Ss^m her bosooi), :i»be took 1^ j^mp mto the 
lihnify, wlrere sshe fime& it Ao light hflr,)afi, 
^jih falti^ang $staps» ^sbe ioeasumd har >^^ 
to itrhe icomidor, wher^ }ste jooajeoliined dcia 
Manuel {fhaa ^ii& Wdth 4he <e(H»yjii)9i^ 
hand of deatli ishe (openad iihe door of the 
w>Qi >wJaei:^ sat don Manud wiiihiher thcee 
murd»ers» EUmdii, PolydoK, :and Gamm. 
Bhe staggered itowjat^ [the petisfied Ambco* 
fiso, put her jchUd iiito his mms, with, a^up.- 
pfieatttig xlook that oonvejied imore [than 
hmguage eouldlbaYe lexpiressed; tii^i siJEd^ 
hag at .his feet, isfae closed her ibeauteoyfi ^ym 
forever. 



CSaAPTEa V. 



iT/is^fifr easier »for our feeting reader to :con- 
-^ive, than the feeble historian to portray, 
-the 'jgensations of don Manuel at ^his dread- 

ft ft . • » 
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fill moment. Bat long he wa8 not left to 
. contend with mental agony ; Viola had scarce- 
ly breathed her last sigh, when he fell s^ise- 
less by the side of this, his heart's idoL 

The screaming infant was saved from fall- 
ing by the youth Diego, who was in wait- 
ing, and conveyed by him to Leonora ; while 
the beauteous corse of the murdered inno- 
cent was borne to her own chamber. The 
fit of don Manuel continued so long, it 
alarmed the castle surgeons ; and when re- 
covered firom it, he was found to be in a 
strong delirium. Grief and horror brought 
on a frenzy fever, which raged for several 
weeks, and then left him so weak, so low, 
that for some weeks more the most serious 
alarms were entertained for his safety. At 
length he shook ofi^ indisposition, but never 
the dreadful impression of Viola's death. 

During the deprivation of don Manuel's 
reason, the fiends of cruelty had time to 
arrange for their own security, and for their 
further progress in villainy. Francisco re- 
turned to the castle the day succeeding the I 
perpetration of this most horrible murder, I 
which was proved to him, by the crafty £1- 
fndii) as the fatal work of her own distem- 
pered hand. The &stidious Frandsco» who. 



. 
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in so many instances, gave such latitude to 
his own conscience, now refused to the im- 
molated corse of the virtuous Viola its last 
sad rite in consecrated ground. Her body 
therefore was deposited in a vault belong- 
ing to the castle, pointed out by the vile 
!Elfiidii, so guarded by impervious secrets, 
so surrounded by dangerous passes, he dared 
to hope the eye of detection could never 
penetrate to the hidden spot 

As the state don Manuel was then re- 
duced to rendered the murder of Matilda 
no IcHiger necessary, she was allowed to live* 
To Francisco's care she was confided by El- 
fridii, who made it appear so clearly to the 
monk, her concealment from don Manuel 
being absolutely essential to the general 
safety, that Francisco readily promised to 
secrete her for ever from don Manuel's know- 
ledge, and to fabricate a story of her death, 
lest, while under the influence of grief for 
her mother's fate, he should follow the dic- 
tates of his impetuous feelings, and, by re- 
storing the infant to her father, bring inevit- 
able destruction upon the whole community. 

Every thmg being now arranged to their 
satisfaction, Folydore and Elfridii returned 



to Italy, 4o ppdceed in ^tkieSst ViHsimom oc^ 
operations. It xvas yepoiiked that M€(til& 
^x^ptred in con^viabiens, for watrt of t^eU; 
Yiourisliiiieht %rer 'Knoihcfr tiad cbet^bed her 
"(vith ; and Leonora was, in the dead 4]if nig^, 
conveyed back to her dungeon by tUhe iniiu- 
man Garcias. Death, in suoh various forms, 
60 frequently visited the castle, thsrt in a 
very few days after the murder df Viola, ^and 
the supposed d^ath of her child, they oeased 
-even to be -mentioned, ^erKcept ^ the toause 
ctf don Manoel^ (dreadful dllness^; and nonne 
«ver4i)olc the (trouble* of 4oiibting the plauifi^ 
We stoi*y»of *be iiifHnt's'«tit, wlio was sdcret- 
'ly ^conveyed by ^raiuiisoo to ^a <neigbboicr- 
dng <!0nvent, the Mnctified sistetftiobd 4if 
twbieh were much in his power, and ther6- 
^ore devoted to him ; mid in this monastei^^ 
as an^uriknown orphan, twas the poor ^adioh 
atedlady Matilda ^di Treviso reared. 

When < don Manuel irecovered His yeascm, 
4md was 'made to (believe Viola ^had &iteft 
•by her .own hand, 'and that iher cliild iAm> 
-was no>mose, *he (no longer ithougbt of >d^ 
voting himself iand asBociates ito xilear the 
*fame<of her jwho 'existed motto ben^ by 
the ^sacrifice. And now me cinust cbeg leav^ 
to conduct our pati^t:i:eaders back to Italy, 
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these tpi lesgaii t)a^ prog^^as c^ Qveats. n^cea-i 

It W4S! nequisAtp for Fo}y4iH*e ^fid Elvkafi^ 
d^op-Jaid^ scheme of vUkiny, th^t Qflai;^ 
should be^ dojsposed of. J^J^idii 1^ xmpi olp-i 
jf^ion to the measure*; vesojivviig that Ijhc; 
boy should live» as ther^y he h^d tb^ pow?ir 
Uy hold the rod of v^engeasee ^yer th^ If^p^Ss^ 
eS j^i^: t^^ coQifederates^ sIjiohI^ tti?y pFQv;e^ 
Uligr^tefiijj^ which hh own feeUji^ t^v^ght 
bim te brieve was moi?^ tl^n pos^ble.. Qrt 
IraidQ's principal nurse was; ^ cpe4tuTe! ^ 
EUridli'Sft whoi^ he found ^(h difficjulty i^ 
hnhmg tof tfalce it f%vt in< th$ di^^bgH^jte^il pbt. 
She declared her young loird sick, ij^lfriidu 
had fe^kw wre tha,<i th? fe^aily^physician 
tlMuJd be Qqt of the w^ when Fid4tio se^tf 
express f^Qr kim, Ani>th?i? therefor* ^as 
miXfomef^t^ whc>r» KlfridU lw4 si^Ati i^to th? 
Q^^bcwrhQ^,, bekxnging tpi tl>? pfeda^on? 
fodety, and who pi?o^Qunc«>d tb© c^ild tp 
be^ in tbe^ wiallpox of ^b^ iwstf Yi?uleB,t 
lund* . By M» «dew Qrbndo's ^baimbey 

waa dnirl^eQedji and tbe diixions !Hins^da bw* 

wAf w^nt €#, vith ft QQurier to Napl?<%i %9 
mmimn ev?fy pQ9$ibk medical ^id ; but be^ 
lore \m wtwfn, Qrlwdo, wbU^ und?r tb? 
influ^ncQ af « tppoiifi^ wa^ e(»iTey€Ml wt^ Qi^ 
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the castle, and a boy of his age and size^ 
procured for the purpose, covered with pus- 
tules of the most malignant nature, was 
placed in his bed, and whom the physieiaro, 
on their arrival, declared to be in imminent 
danger. The event proved the truth of the 
prediction ; the child died so putrid, so dis- 
figured, that the cheat could not be detect- 
ed, not even by the duca, who returned to 
Manfredonia with his bride Elvira, just in 
time to receive the boy's last sigh ; and so 
well did Elfridii accomplish his project, that 
conte Vicenza and Elvira, with the rest of 
the world, firmly believed Orlando was no 
longer in existence. 

The final destruction of Lorenzo had not 
be^n so long delayed, after his marriage 
with Elvira had been effected, only to elude 
the eye of suspicion, which the guilty feared 
might see too far if they so speedily extir- 
pated the whole race of Manfredonia ; but 
at length Polydore became impatient for 
the possession of the Manfredonia property, 
which, as there was no heir to claim it, 
would all devolve to the widow upon the 
duca*s demise ; and Elfridii, weary of appear- 
ing in the mask of friendship to the man he 
hated, no longer opposed the fiat for the 



ROMANCE OF THE PYEENEBS. S5 

daca's anmhilataon. The voyage was there- 
fore proposed; they embark^ in a vessel 
belonging to the predaceous society, bearing 
Knglish colours. They visited some of the 
islands, that, should inquiry hereafter spread 
ao far, their having been there might be 
ascertained. 

. I^renzo, although he had before visited 
the Archipelago, seemed better for the ex- 
cursion; as, while wandering about these 
celebrated places of ancient and immortal 
fiinae, fancy allowed the shadow of Viola to 
wander with him; and all his thoughts, 
fbough mournfully confined to his own 
breast, were there, in idea, participated by 
h^. But at last the fatal moment for his 
idoom arrived; another of the predaceous 
csuravels joined them at Rhodes. A strong 
opiate was infused into Lorenzo's sherbet ; 
and while operating, the unhappy victim 
of perfidy was fettered, and in the dead of 
night, unknown to Elvira, Bianca, or Ma« 
latti, conveyed on board the caravel, which 
immediately set sail for Spain, and, after a 
iedious voyage, arrived at don Manuel's 
cattle, when the wretched Lorenzo was de- 
livered^ with a letter, to Garcias, to whom 
Wri^ii announced the real name of the 



> 



esxp^e, witb strict Bijumsdoii^'tc]^ kMp^fib 
s^etel from efveirf (Hie, and td' eottfine tti6 
tiirfbF£tina£e mstn eteself in a* duHg^a aptft 

w^te too coHgeniol^ f^ the natin-al tiiv|»tt«fe 
of 6a»ttos fiot fo^ be most isiiirtij)ulmistf 
obeyed. Revenge was the higtiesC gntift' 
eatioifi to^ his t)laeW hearty ai^ he long &ad 
wished for 2fcn opportunity to»wtefi|k Ms v«n- 
giefa!ii*e upon the iMaa^ tth^ bafd decuMdi fhi^ 
in^dK^sa^ dTPalermc^fram l»» liiadhiiialiomi 
Eltiifa belieredl tbi^' p$iG!)«eled tdt^denr* &i 
b^t Imisband was< adeottiplfefved^ aitd ttMl kte 
}Kidy vim Mtna)^ cm^losrM miMn tlb ei^ 
fi», with t«rhkh ^^ r^tuxned tO'lfdpka^; s» 
Mridii Ife^ sold^mity prdiKfis^ edote ¥i- 
c{6i!K2rdt a»h} hefseif, t^ dmtmy Mm hy a 
skibcile and espigdMoiss poSsk^it ; a»d ber iMd 
^ds%ii»ed her, the tnor^ng a^r be fetM^ 
liorewzd; that fh^ ducd had expired in h»* 
rib!e eoiivukfioM, and thsA bk ^figured 
cn^rse wail sbldfered vtp in the \^d^ eoflin 
prepared for hiiia'. But it w^ by »a ni€!ati» 
the pkn of Elfridii to p»t d period tt> the 
life of LoifeMo, siwee the immteuft hia Tic^. 
tim cesls^ to? breithe, hfitf vengeance t^oold 
efid, sirid the powei* of torturing tei^inate. 
He had hitherto inflieted mefrtal sufiferiwg 
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aime-rRhe new meant to add coi^oreal ; and 
AuB oompletely in his power, he doubted 
not but events would ^i^ to give anqple 
seope tq cruelty ; besiides, by Lorenzo's ex*- 
istence, he held, in his own hands, a ma^ 
Hxk that would orush at once to atoms his 
vile assodatpfl, Folydore and Elvira, should 
they fsvev Ml to sup{dy his rapacious der 
mands with prodigality. 



CHAPTER VI. 



OuB hero was about two years old when he 
w^ stolen horn his fkth^'s castle, and car- 
ried, by Elfiidii's emissary, to be placed un- 
der the eaise <^ Francisco in Catalonia ; and 
with him was ddivered to the monk a letter 
from Elfiidii, desiring him to take all pos- 
tible care of the child; and ccmjuiing liim, 
by their mutudi friendship, to ecmceal him 
&om all th^r associates, but particularly 
from den Manud and eonte Vicenza; for 
mcieii El^dii feared Orlando^s resembbnee 
to #06 mother flight betray his birth. From 

d8 
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the child's account of himself he had little 
to apprehend, as his favourite attendant be- 
ing an English girl, from the moment Or- 
lando could articulate, be would speak no 
language but hers. 

The arrival of Orlando threw Francisco 
into a most p^plexing dilemma, as he knew 
not how to dispose of him. Had it been a 
girl, be could have sent her to a convent ; far, 
in arranging for the boy Theodore, Elvira^s 
son, before consigned to his care by Elfridii, 
he had experienced no small share of diffi- 
eulty ; and would the same nurse undertake 
the care of this child, how could he coneeal 
him from conte Vicenza when he visited 
his son? and should he seek out another 
nurse, it might lead the gossips in the neigh- 
bourhood to inquire how the hcAy hermit 
came by so many children to dispose of? 

It was late at night when Orlando arrived 
at Francisco's habitation ; and, much weari- 
ed by fatigue, terror, and weeping, he soon 
fell into a profound slumber upon a bench 
where the monk had placed him. . The -per- 
plexity of Francisco's mind kept him awake 
all night ; and at the dawn of day, he arose 
from his pillow, unrefreshed and undedded, 
when, in the midst of his anxious mmlna- 
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ti<m8, his attention was arrested by the still- 
aleeping in&nt. Never before were his feel- 
ings so powerfully interested. Such inno- 
cence, such helplessness, and heavenly beauty 
blended, he had never before contemplated. 
Awhile gazing upon the lovely otgect of ad- 
miration and perplexity, the child suddenly 
awoke; and, by the dress of Francisc6, mis- 
taking him for father Hinaldo, to whom he 
w^as much attached, sprang up, and, with the 
endearing exdamation of *^ Father !" clung 
round Frandsoo'8 neck, imprinting a hun- 
dred kisses upon the monk's cheeks, in all 
the wild joy of innocent afiection, upon re^ 
cognising, as he imagined, a person known 
to him, after being for so msmy days con- 
sigpied to the care and appearance of total 
strangers. 

Qrlando's quresses found their immediate 
way to the heart of the monk, and awakened 
there a degree of pity and affection hitherto 
almost imknown. . Francisco made a most 
awjkward nurse; but he fondled the engaging 
<^rub, until he recollected food was neoes- 
saiy for Um* He then spread the break&st- 
w taUe, when, ^offering Orlando something to 
eat, it recalled to his mind, so forcibly, his 
&voy mte young attendant, who used to feed 
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hhtt, thtit'^ x^«hitig thefrttft and taiilk from 
lAtrt.md bursting into tears, he stiHk ttp^m 
the floiof ; dnd there, hiding* liis &ed with bk 
dai^ped hands, i^hed so piteotisly, at iivtaN 
vals ekelalriiTftg--*^* Maiy, Maty f^-^FAthen 
dear fkther !"* in scteh an ^^IBttiAt^ tdtte, 1?*tofi- 
dseo Wais quit^ Siibdued ; Md taki«ig him in 
his amis, pledged himself, by a moA ^olfrtmi 
oath, that he neVer should wartt A Mhet 
while h6 ^5tisted*, and ^oon, by FranciseD^s 
kindness and endea^rtieirts, tl^ poof cMld 
wai^ pa(M^, and took some nodt^Hnmit. 

The resemblance Orlando bbfe to Vieifti 
stfuek Frahdseo mofe thin 0hC6 -^ but ttie 
child*s ^xpfeteitig himself in liigll&h ontf^ 
destroyed the rising snspition of hiir bdng 
her i^on, and he eondtided^ thkt Viola htSa^g 

the most beautiful woman, and-fl^ tbe 
ttioi^t beautiful ch^, he had eve^ behtrti, had 
led his adtniritig ftncy to portray a^lifcenttS'. 
At length the tollhig of a distant «na!in« 
bell reminded Franeisco it was higtf tiine 
fbr his departure to bis ebnVenf i biit what 
should he do with his lo^iy^ ehttpge?^ 
conH not take hith' with Mai, aMdtoleaw 
hint th^t^ akm* wtynW be k degi^ of cttMl.- 
ty he ebuld rifet ' ¥hffict. jA[fter ww* cAi. 
tressing deliberation, he irt iettgOi> «s ttie 
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imly alteififttive> detehnined to lesv ham 
tmder the cafe of Iaga» whose attendance 
don Manud often spared to him for bourt 
together. lago therefore he qnicklj aum* 
mon^, and, giving a strict charge about the 
<^ikl» irtole off through the subterraneoiis 
pnasMge. 

While Ftanciwo remained, Orlando had 
bestowed no attention upon lago; but the 
moment he was alone with him, the aspect 
of the negro alarmed him. In Tain did the 
g0od<*natured old man exert himseSf to cohh 
dHirte his 'fiivmn*, sinoe the mcnne Qiiando 
obMir^ed him, the more terrified he beconie ; 
and at length screamed and cried^o vident-» 
\y, that the kind-hearted iago fled into the 
cMtie, and broogbt the young Diego to him, 
as it p^toymate better snited to his fimcy. 

The enga^nqg countenance of Diego ia» 
dtaiitly won the youAg strangeifs ixwoat; 
BSs msfeitien dried Orlando's teacs; and 
though Diego understood not one vnari Oi> 
lando said, t)iey soon contmed to be on 
good terms; and liiey wca^ engaged at high 
ptey, Di^gd upon all fouia, serawibliiig ahoat 
the room with Orlando momited aatiidfi 
upon his back, when don Maraiel enteiffd 
to^gfal^ his cariosity, wfaick had been l>r- 
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dUy awakened on Diego^s bdiig sttmmoned 
to Francisco's apartments, where none but 
himself, Elfridii, and lago, had ever been 
suffered l^ the monk to go. Struck bjf 
the beauty and animation of the child, as 
he was kshing without ceremony the bade 
of Diego, he demanded who that lovely 
creature was ; but lago could give him no 
satis&ctory information. 

Highly charmed and interested by the 
fiiscinating boy, don Manuel took him in hb 
arms, and carried him into the castle, to get 
sweetmeats and playthings for him. On en- 
tering the library, the child, in a tran^iort 
of joy, struggled to get free, when, running 
about the room, exclaiming — ** Father, dear 
father !" and appearing to be anxiously ]oc4e^ 
ing for somebody, he suddenly burst into 
tears, with an air of disappointment ran 
towards don Manuel, looking moumfiiUy 
up in his face, and, in a tone of resistless 
grief, pronounced — " My father !" The in- 
teresting simplidty of the lovely boy affected 
don Manuel almost to tears. He caught 
him once more in his arms, and wearied 
himself to beguile the little stranger^s sor- 
rows until Francisco appeared* 

It had never occurred to Frandsco, until 
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in the confessional at his monastery, that it 
was possible for doti Manuel to see the child 
during his absence. It was therefore now 
his business to form some specious story, to 
account for his appearance. In vain he 
racked his brain for one likely to impose 
upon the wary commandant; and almost 
wild with perplexity, he reached the hut 
where he had placed Theodore, and where 
necessity at length compelled him to go 
in quest of an asylum for his new charge. 
He found the nurse in the utmost conster- 
nation. Theodore, who had been, from his 
birth, a sickly child, had died, the preceding 
night, in fits. The woman was grieved the 
child had died under her care, but by no 
means sorry to get rid of her charge, who, 
she told Francisco, had occasioned her neigh- 
bours to be very troublesome with imperti- 
nent inquiries, and had caused some awk- 
ward suspicions to fall even upon his re- 
verence. 

From this account, Francisco knew it 
would be vain to ask this woman to take 
care of another child ; neither could he wiidi 
it, since suspicion had in any shape glanced 
at him. However, while in the hut, it oc 
curred to him, that he might remove the fear 
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af detection at home, fay passing his h>vely 
Aarge for the deceased Theodore, who, 
don Manuel knew, had been consigned to 
bis protection, but had never seen; and 
since Elfridii so mudi wished for this child's 
ooDcealmenti he must tqciproye a plan which 
would so cflEeetually impose upon don M^ 
Bnel. Fully determined to adopt this mea# 
sure^ !FVancisoo returned to his apsu^ments ; 
and highly did he congratulate himself upon 
hia veady invention, when^ directed by lago, 
he found the child with don Manuel, to 
whom he announced him as Theodore, 
wbcee nurae, a poor Englishwoman at Ca^r 
daques, had died the preceding day, whim 
be was farced to take the diild from her 
house, and bring him home ; and now, to* 
tdly at a loss how to dispose of him, he 
found himself in a most unpleasant dilemma. 
^ But why not let him remain where he 
is ?" aaid don Manuel, who, in gassing upon 
Orlando, had traced, in his fascinating cooiSr 
tenansc;^ a strong resemblance to Viola, yet, 
strange to tell, without the amaUest suspioon 
of his beaaog her aon.-^^ We baFe aurdy 
apartments enough in thia caatle. Soioe 
proper person may be fonnd among o«ur £^ 
mole captives to attend j»m. He mH be 



hem secwr^' from thatii tibaermkim. irtsek 
eoukr Vkemmr wiahesi Urn: toi a vdbd: ; and he 
iMist vmdonbtedlijr bcr reared nvftre hcalAi* 
fiilly here than, m the cottficDte of a. haiy m 
my abode o£ a comrnan Jimcse.'' 

• To the supetiiMr jconfwnieneecr of th^ 

entk^" iretnyndd Fbmdsw, ^^ there com fafi 

DO doulyt p bixi^ dnm Manuel^, thou^ jaa 

and I havedbosetn thdt patk of life in wfakb 

itPe^waUc, haye £ xrigbf^ hetraying^tfaetnttit 

le^ed in. nsew tot lisad thia iimocfisifv this 

trnfionsciotc^. babe, to nltimaie diestriKticHi 7 

li^oei yoa ncr i are Atheists^ ahfaou^ 

each bawt we live tecua with onr cvfienoes 

against that Being who made ua We hatwe 

JOiSt taoMB to tBEsable &m the greats the 

tamSbie dagr ef judgment; but \irhat dfentU 

U, tovturiDg pnnisfament woulid tiien await. 

m^ dad we tliere stand accmod of Uasting 

tMi& finr worki In this caskk nothing hot 

pcQiicaocrs examples; would surround huz^ 

nd tbmk yoa it posdble he could escape 

coiitagion, where ereiy breath is cantanu- 

nated?'' 

*^ Heaven forbid/' exclaimed don M» 
no^ ** that I should proTe the means of 
leading this lovdjr innocent to destruction ! 
lu thssr castte, I am convinced, be might be 
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feared without imbibing any of. our conta* 
gious vices. Let those apartments conti- 
guous to the library be sacred to him — ^let 
the south garden be approjHiated to his uie 
^let lago be your domestic solely, and in 
your apartments prepare the dear child's 
food. Let the sweet cherub penetrate no 
further into our part of the castle than into 
the library. You, as he advances in years, 
can cultivate his understanding. I only ask 
to be admitted sometimes; and when his 
fiiends wish him to enter the world, we, if 
we tben exist, may easily devise some means 
to prevent his betraying those secrets we 
wish to have concealed." 

Although Francisco foresaw many future 
objections to this precipitately-formed plan, 
he readily acceded to its present adoptioHf 
having no alternative. The dungeons were 
immediately searched, but no one could be 
found in them that would answer for tins 
diild's attendant Garcias was applied to, 
who, though cursing the troublesome bra^ 
feared to offend Francisco ; and recollecting 
that, in lately passing through an obscure 
village in Airagon, he had been hospital^ 
entertained, during a storm, by a 8cho<^ 
mistress, who seemed like a mother to her 
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young pupUs, he led a band of rufiims to 
the peaceful dweUing of poor Teresa ; and, 
in payment for her hospitality, cruelly t<»e 
her fW)m every friend and connexion, to at* 
tend the reputed Theodore. 



CHAPTER VII. 

£i>FRiDii shortly after afriyed at the castle, 
and highly approved of Francisco's stra* 
tagena and subsequent atrangem^itc^ al^ 
though they now found themselves obliged 
to extend the deception to conte Vicenza ; 
and, in about a year after contempt and 
obloquy had driven Polydore and the vile 
duchessa from Manfredonia, to seek respect 
in France, Elvira, anxious to see her long- 
idienated son, entreated. to have him re- 
moved nearer to her; but this Polydore, 
ever shrinking from the glance of suspicion, 
would not consent to, but proposed taking 
her to see her boy in the Castle of the Py<^ 
renees, upon condition that she would ac- 
company him thither alone, diqimsing, on 
her journey, with the attendance of Bianca, 
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Of attjr o^er domeat^ic. To alL tb» Ebrm 
xeflddly* Bgceedi^ aoid submitted to^ haYing- a 
banda^ placedi CK^r ker eyes in. tJ^ fiKrest; 
iund ia tdns hoodwinked state sbe was ciMh 
veyed, by Elfridia and: Vieenz^ into the 
castle. She saw her supposed child^ was 
struck with what she considered his inex- 
plicable resemblance to Viola; and Fran- 
cisco, during the whole visk, trembled lest 
the mother's penetrating eye should dis- 
cover that this was not her puny boy. But 
Tbeodwe she haA iioi aeea mt^e. the horn 
of hia birth^ nor: (Mmdo* since hq w^ 
cighjkecii Months oldi she: led tittle reed^ 
fas^liim oS cftdMff ; aaad beUeYin^ our h^rQ 
doidp fbe mothaf'sr vanity was tOQ k^u^ 
ckled cii i\» peiifeet b^uty of bev suipqpo^ 
oidl(i to attoiw « doubt to enter her mUtd as 
to lu» identily, Neither could Polydgre 
dttoet t]he dieat; he had n^ver before fa^ 
held Qrlaiido, and bad not se^i bis. ^w« 
son since he nas six iiK)nth8 old. He ]m>jw 
tibaughi hiia oaost wonderfully impsrove^ 
«Dd attributed this amazing change to X^** 
r^sa*a surprisliig care;^ and the fi^Iubrious m 
of the castle. 

I>uriikg this short intcmew^ beUeviog 
Otbindo to be heat own boj, EItito be<^me 
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BO a^adaeS to Mm, it was agony ie> ifthmk 
<$f paa?ting ; 'and ^len forced away into tbe 
mysterious apaitmetit, the violenee 'cf her 
-temper brought on an hysteiic 'vffeothm, 
which icaosed those shrieks and moans lago 
imagined occasioned by tbe ^Aeatbhldw lei 
tihe assas^n, and whicfh lessened on dnis lear 
as -the duchessa was borne :throa|^>one df 
tbe 'Sect^crt passages from tthat ^hsuiiber: and 
to cure Teresa of a curiosity that might, on 
-matiy occasions, prove an annoyanx!e to 
^eo), don Manuel and <Gardas, :by means 
of ^liosphorus ^and some fantastid habits, 
'biased those 'dreadful appearances wbidi 
left so incurable an impression of terror 
•ap€in the poor woman's mind. 

As Orlando advanced in age, he disco- 
'^(rered strong symptoms of superior talents ; 
dnd^rancisco, a man df learning, :and ten- 
d^riy attached to the 'boy, wished to ^eld 
to ills understanding every possible iaa- 
Iff^ovem^nt. Nor could he 'bear to have 
tbis 'promising dbrild Dor^ned, either to the 
sodefybf an old^^illage schoolmistress, or 
-eitpoBed to the pernicious* examples existing 
4n the ^castle. When-tttl^ome, he could oceiu 
•tairily cultivslte his ward'te genius ; 'but >*hen 
4ie was seldom 'ttt home, »eKc«pt lat ioure 
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when the child's health required his being 
in bed^ ond so much called out by his pro- 
fession^ he could not be the constant pre- 
ceptor and guardian of a boy, whose enter- 
prising spirit would soon lead him to throw 
off the trammels of old Teresa. Perplexed 
and anxious beyond measure for the wel- 
fare of his darling, he mentioned the sub- 
ject to Elfridii, the next time that fiend 
visited the castle. 

Elfiidii heard liim tvith the malign sati&v 
faction of a demon ; for these perplexities 
opened to him a mode for the execution of 
a further plan of vengeance upon Lorenzo, 
which no heart but that of a fiend could 
ever have conceived. He wished to awaken 
Lorenzo's affection for his son without his 
knowing him to be such, and then to strike 
his heart with a fell blow, the most direful 
a parent's heart could receive. He there- 
fore appeared to enter into all Francisco's 
anxiety, and advised, could any man among 
the captives be found competent to the 
task, to appoint him preceptor to their little 
charge. Elfridii undertook to question Gar- 
cias upon the interesting subject. Lorenzo, 
of course, was selected ; to whom Garcias 
ofl^red kind treatment and emandpatioa 
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from a dungeon, on condition of his binding 
himself^ by a solemn oath, to conceal his 
name, his rank, and his misfortunes, from 
every individual he might meet with dur- 
ing his captivity. 

It ipust be supposed the wretched cap- 
tive, who had groaned beneath a load of 
dudns and mental misery in a noisome dun- 
geon, for almost two long years, should joy- 
fully accede to such a proposal. There was 
now nothing in the world for Lorenzo to 
return to; all his misfortunes left him to 
wish for, was a less rigorous confinement 
during the remainder W his days ; and. to 
announce himself to the individuals he 
might meet with in the castle, or talk to 
them upon the subject of his dire calamities, 
could be no gratification to a mind like his. 
Unhesitatingly therefore he took the oath; 
jiiis fetters were knocked oflF; he was re- 
istored to the light of heaven, and introduced 
j't6 Francisco under the simple appellation 
I of segnor Sebastian, as a preceptor for his 
ward* 

It wcMild have be^i impossible for the 

\ dearest friends of the unfortunate duca now 

to recognise him, since he arose fix)m the 

aongeon to all appearanee full sixty years 
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and cfiOfifiBemeiYt, taWn ffiapm 4i&s tfifiniA; 
wd fUfridii &a0red 330 deteirtton, since ttibe 
sefaenies Hvtbich had ^draivirn Ffkensa to ilie 
Pyrenean Castle seemed all nxxnplsteA, and 
tfaarefc»?e i;here seKiBted ino .pffdspect (of Ihis 
evefcr :returiiixig thither, ioa the apantaients 
of iFjm^eifieo, Xioreozo saxr Ihe loveljr ffaoj^ 
for \10hose \Sdke he Jaad been jreleQfleA finoan 
liis dreadful {prLscm. Orkodo loiabed 'ear- 
oestl^ at vthe intoregting /figure tefinre hifo, 
emibd swa^tljiup at bim, and, iniiieimi^ltr 
ing ivcdce »of :kindne6s and sympathy, en- 
tieated tbim ito dabe sonoe grapes lago had 
^st^gajbheved for biin. Thevoies, tfae<sDafle» 
4»he<^trnest'^aze, all strudk upon ^he 'heart 
of licarenao; in all he :ti$ieed Viola, fie 
burst mto lears, ^and bitterly he me^ ; fbot, 
beUe$^ing ihat ^he had seEai his ovm 'dh3A 
enpire, no idea of the ^possibility of tiiis 
imxig Mb ever entfiEed (his ^m&iei. amnSL 
Me jqniokly^ however, summoned bock aK 
liis fof titude, apologisBed to rF^ancifOo ^r Ids 
weakness, and from that hour Orlancfe be- 
«ame an ;ab}act:that xsalled faa6k:js@me of his 
iendewfit ifesdiiiigs to 1Mb woifld, (and vnpoB 
ffabn :hts Sieact dfondly oested. 
. ;i^om <&is periffidi^lAidxi mxeSaJbf^se^oA' 
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ed dmt put of the ^tstle ^^hwe it was pois*- 
aUe Sot bite to be 4)een by Ldtsnso, who 
never {lenetrsted further diati the library 
iBto the apartments of don Manuel, in 
whom LorenflO had not the most remote 
sm^don he beheld the identical Amhroeto, 
to whfim he attributed the moiit direful of 
hk calamitiBs ; nor had don Maisiiel the 
least idea of whom this his ifiterestitig ca^ 
tive really was, sin^e in tisat knowledge 
Elfridii emd GSardas took care that none 
should participate with them< But though 
Loremto confined himself to the precincts 
of his prescribed apartm^ts^ his lively pupil 
often trespassed beyond bounds in quest (^ 
bas two great Srieads and playmates, Thomas 
and Diego. Don Maauel and Francisco 
were at first extremely strict in the oonfiae^ 
HKnt of Chrlando to his own private apart- 
iMDts; but soon (like many good inten- 
tbna), as the novelty of the resolution wore 
Mray, they relaxed in their observance of 
it As Oflando advanced in years, and that 
eaerraae became necessary for him, his guar- 
diav waa compdled to admit of bis pmie- 
tmting fiirther into the casti^grounds, and 
attendin the t^idiBg-sdiool ; wbenaoon, ^m 

VOtU IV. E 
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attentive observation, the anxious Lorenzo 
ceased to tremble for the efl^t of pernicious 
example upon the heart of his pupil, since, 
with transport, he saw the only impression 
vice made upon him was to incTcase his 
love for virtue. In these rambles about the 
castle, Orlando's detestation of Gardes took 
root, whose hatred to the supposed Theo- 
dore arose from his having an incorruptible 
heart, since the knowledge of whose : child 
Orlando was, had not been confided by EI- 
fridii even to this his sworn coadjutant. 

When Orlando was in his seventh- year, 
don Manuel, in some of his piratical suc- 
cesses, took a rich prize bound from Ame- 
rica to Cadiz, on board of which was an 
African boy, the adopted child of a Spa- 
niard of some consequence in Ainerioa, who 
had sent thq^ boy, then eight years old, to 
Europe for his education. This child, nam- 
ed by his Spanish patron Hippolyto, was 
remarkable for his uncommon beauty, and 
the el^ant symmetry of his figure; and 
Francisco was so much struck by his ap- 
pearance, that he wished to save him fix)m 
destruction, and requested him from don 
Manuel, that he might bring him up as a 
proper companion for the suppositious 
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Theodore. The request was readily grant- 
ed, and Hippolyto evinced such docility of 
mind, and extent of talents, that Lorenzo 
undertook his education, both for the boy's 
own advantage, and for the influence of 
emulation over the great capacity, but too 
often idle humours, of his beloved pupil. 
The power of emulation soon evinced itself, 
and bpth boys gained information with as- 
tonishing facility. 

When Hippolyto had attained his six- 
teenth year, an elder brother of Francisco, 
an abbot of great learning, whose convent 
was in Naples^ and who kept up a constant 
correspondence with Francisco, as one of 
the holy fathers, of San Francis at Cadaques, 
wrote to inform his brother that he was al- 
most totally deprived of sight, and entreated 
bim to send him, if he could, a well-edu- 
cated youth, who could bear the total con- 
finement of a monastery, as a reader and 
secretary to him. This was an opportunity 
of amply . providing for Hippolyto, which 
the good properties of Francisco's mind 
would not allow him to disregard. He 
wdl knew that his own death would be the 
final destruction of Hippolyto, who, upon 

£ 2 
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that event, must itievitably becottie agun 
the vassal of don Manuel. Hie consulted 
the duca upon the important subject, who, 
though grieved to lose the society of Hip* 
polyto few his dear boy> strongly advised, 
for the unfortunate iAfrican't^ sake, bis being 
immediately sent to the good abbot. Fran- 
cisco, therefore, using every precaution to 
prevent Hippolyto's having the power, 
should he ever have the inclination, to lead 
the officers of justice into the castie, dis- 
]^tched the young man to bis reaUy^mia* 
ble brother, accounting to don Manudi for 
his absence, by saying the Inquisition de- 
mandted his services ; and don Mamid diired 
to riiake no further inquiry. 

The grief of Of fcndo, upon lesing his be- 
loved Aomptoion, was excessive ; md to mo* 
derate it in some degree, Francisco^ whd 
wad all indulgence to him, brou^t Matitda 
fy<mi her monastery to his own i^artroents^ 
and there prei^ented her to her father tasi 
her brethet* as donna Matilda AlcnMf^ a 
W»A of hift, with whose sodety be would 
sometimes gtMAfy Olando. 

Matilda had been carefiiliy nursed in the 
convent of Santa Muria, and received theM 
aH the education a number of illiterate nuns 
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ocMild give her. Her temper was ardent, 

her manners were lively, and her spirit was 

of that haughty nature which required the 

gentle but steady hand of maternal jtidg* 

ment to curb and soften, and to the voice 

of affection only would ^he bend. With 

feelings the most acute, she W£»s tremblingly 

alive to every slight and every kindness; 

and for want of a judicious education, the 

io^pulse of the moment was her only guide. 

In bis visits to Santa Maria^ Francisco, 

with concern, saw how unfortunately for 

herself this lovely child had been trained ; 

be sp<^e pf his distress to Elfridii, who 

h^rd it with demonian joy. ^is diabolical 

plan was to upit^ the children of Lorenzo, 

and then to rend at once the wretched fa^ 

ther's heartu by the maddening knowledge 

of their dose affinity to him and to each 

other. He, therefore, under the veil of deep 

interest for Matilda, advised Francisco to 

introduce her to Sebastian, who possessed 

all the powers of improving her understand*- 

ing, and might find means to correct *he 

foibles of her mind. During th^ frequent 

absences of don Manuel (Elfridii said), this 

plan might safely be pursued ; and earnestly 

he wished it that success it seemed to pro- 
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mise, since he .had future plans which he 
woul^ now, in confidence, disclose to his dear 
Francisco. The amiable youth whom they 
had imposed upon don Manuel for conte 
Vicenza's son was,' in fact, the offspring of 
two dear friends of his (Elfridii's), who had, 
relying upon his honour and secrecy, en- 
trusted their child to his protection ; that 
an ample fortune would, in time, be this 
youth*s ; and in compassion to the destitute 
state of poor Matilda, he had formed the 
project of uniting her, if possible, to their 
mutual charge. 

Francisco was soon talked, by the wily 
Elfridii, into an anxious wish for the suc- 
cess of this project. Matilda he therefore 
introduced to the society of Lorenzo and 
Orlando, as often as the absence of don 
Manuel made it prudent. From the curio^ 
sity of the sisters of Santa Maria he had 
nothing to apprehend, since he knew they 
would not dare to question their boarder 
relative to where an inquisitor and ^ their 
cortfessor took her. 

Orlando and Matilda soon conceived for 
each other all that pure and sincere affec- 
tion that nature would have inspired, had 
they been aware of their consanguinity. 



V 'ij^ 



f 



KOMANCE OF THE PYREl^EES. 79 

Lorenzo loved and admired the playful 
child, ivhile, with concern, he saw the de- 
fects in her temper and of her education. 
With the gentle persuasive voice of kind- 
.ness, he set about amending the errors of 
each. Matilda respected and loved him; 
therefore every word he uttered made a 
lasting impression: she received lectures 
and lessons alike with gratitude from him, 
and soon evinced the most satisfactory im- 
provement from both ; and as to Francisco, 
she also looked up with reverence and re- 
gard: she now knew no haj)piness equal to 
her visits to her guardian's habitation. No* 
wonder^* then that the persevered in her 
silence and secrecy to her companions in 
the monastery^ since upon her secrecy and 
silence, Francisco informed her, the conti- 
nuation of this great indulgence depended ; 
and thus deriving her only improvement in 
the society of mep, our reader will not 
wonder at her deficiency in those feminine 
. . graces, so fascinating in swoman. 

I^btilda repeated her clandestine .visits 
for nearly two years, advancing daily in her 
important improvements, and in the affec- 
.tion of her father and brother, when Elfi-idii 
desired Francisco to inform the young pair. 
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that a marriage hetwooi them was ageeei 
upon by their friends, and was shortly to 
take place. 

Orlando heard the intelligence almosit un- 
moved ; be fdt no emotion of repi>gnaiiee» 
and none of satisfaction, except in the iden 
that it would insure him the constant satAsitj 
of his lively companion : but Matilda w» 
almost wild with joy ; she eoo^id^red b» 
marriage as h&t emanoipai^km Brom the 
gloomy austerities of ignomiHie and a m^ 
nastery, and that she should tiow be en* 
abled, without inteiruption, to pursue httr 
improvements in the loved society of Tb«h 
dore, Sebastian, and Frandsoo* 

The day for this droad&l union was at 
length appointed by the diab^^lioal Eifn^, 
and the ceremony was to be p^^&raied by 
Francisco in the eburofa bdo^^g ^ t^ 
castle. The duca ¥ras sineerdy grieved that 
the friends of thei^e little ipaore thaia obildr^ 
should determine thus eariy i^>on th^lr 
union; he saw that, thou^ they we^ 
firmly attached to each other, their attach- 
ment was not of that tender kind which he 
thought should aecompany them to ih^ hy- 
meneal altar : but he had, he believed/ up 
right, unsolicited, to offer an c^i)i<»i upon 
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the subjeet ; be wga silisnt, therefore, though 
minous fipd cQneeroed. 

The dfty appointed for this horrible event 
drew near, to the malign gratification of the 
dinboUcal £)lfHdii ; but the eye of Oranipo- 
tenpe was upon hia purposes, and the angel^ 
oi mercy were sent forth to save two inno- 
cent beings from a doom the most direful, 
sind to lead an atrocious sinner to repent-^ 
wee. A few evenings pric»r to this in- 
tended marriage, a sudden and most tre- 
mendous thund»-storm prevented the re- 
turn of Matilda from the habitation of her 
guardian tp Santa Maria ; no carriage could 
be brought there to convey her home ; and 
the rain fell in sudi torrents, the peals of 
thunder were- so violent, and the lightning 
9o dreadful, that not a thought could be 
CBtegrtained of her quitting the castle that 
t^ght: it was therefore agreed that she 
should occupy Orlando's chamber, and he a 
couch in Lorenzo's. The storm ccmtinuing 
with unabated terrors during the greater 
part of the night, it was late when the little 
party separated : but at an hour, even un- 
u$u$41y early, Orlando left his couch in the 
morning ; md usrefreshed, and with a mind 
^ost p^fuUy disturbed, he ^tered the 

E 3 
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apartments of Francisco, when the too-evi- 
dent alteration in his whole appearance 
called forth the most eager inquiries of the 
monk relative to the cause. Anxious to 
unbosom himself to Francisco, yet fearing 

«tbe laugh of ridicule for what might be 
deemed his superstitious weakness, he stood 

,€or some moments irresolute; but upcm his 
,'%eing more tenderly pressed to an explana- 
tion by the now-terribly-alarmed father, he 
hastened to speak. 

" Believe me, my kind, my anxious friend, 
I am in perfect health,** said he ; " but^' 
OrlandoQj^^^^ in^evident distress ; at length 
he conoKii^a,. white every line of his intelli- 
g^t countenance portrayed horror—" how 
wilt' you, with such a^itivated mind as 
you possess, contemn the poor simple boy 
for weakness, when I confess a dream has 
^ thus deranged me — has shaken my very 
'«. 'soul with terror the most horrible?'* 

Before Francisco could reply, Matilda 
entered with faltering steps, her face wan 
and agitated, her beautiful eyes in mourn- 
ful contemplation fixed upon the ground. 
Her tippearance too alarmed Francisco; he 
caught her hand, it trembled, its death-chill 
startled him. — " What ails my child ?** he 
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cried ; ** have you too had a horrid 
dream ?*' 

'^DreamT exclaimed Matilda, in violent 
perturbation — " Oh, holy Virgin ! who could 
tell him that I had such a dream ?'' Then 
sinking into a chair, the horror her counte- 
nance betrayed was soon relieved by tears. 
The a^tated Orlando attempted to bring 
-her a glass of water; but when drawn near 
to her, he suddenly stopped, his feet seemed 
rifvetted to the spot, and his trembling hand 
.let fall the glass; while Matilda, with a 
shuddering motion, drew back her chair, as 
if to fly from him. 

" For mercy's sake, my children? tell 
me,** cried the agitated monk, ^* what can 
have thus dreadfully deranged you both ?" 

" You have already, holy father, guessed 
-the cause of ray emotion,'* replied the sob- 
-bing Matilda. " A dream, or rather vision 
of my waking fancy, has taught me to 
shrink with horror from being united to 
Theodore.'^ 

** Oh, speak P' exclaimed Orlando, shak- 
ing with agitation — ** speak, Matilda ! in- 
stantly speak, and tell the substance of that 
vision." 

'* Kept so long waking by the storm last 
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night" said d»e, ^ I was iatigiied ; and vrfatsi 
at length I fell into a sleep, it was prpfbitfid ; 
when, metbought, thd xnooMsnt of our union 
was arrived, and that wa knelt before this 
altar, in the Qas^efdiiiroh» father Franciaeo 
performiogtheic^remony-'^ tall 9uUen» and 
malici^aus-loddfig mnu the only witoieas. 
The holy father read with marJked ifnpi^e^ 
mve devotioQ ; and when, at length, he ao- 
koonly barged ua * to dedara if any cause 
existed why we ebould not be united,* the 
altar candles were suddenly extinguished, 
and the ^tarrrpiaee, whiqh was before a black 
marble tablet, as suddenly changed from an 
opaque to a transparent body* 

Orlando's tremor inot^eased to so violent a 
degree, that he was forced ta teat biinadif. 

Matilda continued.*^" The marble ai once 
assumed the appearance of clouds; and, rapi^ 
ly dissdlving, while they emittedabright laos*- 
faent flame, a beautiful female ilgure, elad in 
the drapery of death, emerged from il;» and 
raising a long white ^eil, discovered the mott 
celestial eountenanee I ever lo«iked upon ; 
while from her bpsom iasued a atream ^ 
blood, whieh flowed to the stranger^s f6e^ 
and there congealed. Mournfully^ but 
sweetly, she looked upon vuk wl^te I heard 



a voiw, w1h<^ swwf4 tp wme from hw- 
vw, toudly fuid awfully pronounoe*^^ Fwn- 
ciii^5 d^iat I Th« qbU^PW <xf the ^xne pa- 

" Wq fell prostrate op the ground. The 
pbftQtom spoke.—* I/ook up, my children ! 
heboid thy mpth^ ! My son, wed not Msv- 
t]]da-p«^b€t is thy mtex !' Then turning to 
the 9tr»nger (oh, po m^jestk^ily !), iminres. 
sively shi^ saidr^' ElfridU, bew-wie! Thy 
crimes are registered in heaven !' The 
«tmnger fell to the ground, the phantom 
yanUhed^ and awful terror itwoke me, wliep 
in my chamber I beheld, gt my bed's foot, 
the 9ame most beauteous p^iantcmi. J 
thought thi# i^till the delusion of my dream; 
I strove to rou»e myself; I «at up iu my bed, 
and ^tiU beheld her ; a geptle ray of li^ht 
.gittmed wound her; h^r ha^ds were ^lasp- 
^ M if invpluQg blessings on me, but her 
Upi moved not 5 and yet distinctly I sieeinr 
*d to bear tbe#e words-^* Matilda, wed not 
thy brother I' Tlie phantom now gently re- 
ceded, and, as she vanished from my sigfal;, 
the tame drmdful word^ seemed to be ^ven 
more impre(wiveiy yep^ited," 

Orlando sank upon hi» kneesn^'* Matilr 
da,** be eried, ^- kue^ with we! And thou. 



rl 

I 

LI 



86 romakce of the pyrekees. 

too, holy &ther, wilt thou not join with us 
in grateful thanksgiving to the Omnipotent, 
who sent his angel forth to save us from per- 
dition ? Even such was the purport of 
those visions, which have made an impi^es- 
sion upon my mind, such as Heaven ^one 
could influence ; and not the authority of 
Elfridii (in whom, I suppose, stands now 
revealed to us our mysterious guardiim), nor 
even tortures, could compel me to this 
union.** 

Francisco was penetrated to the soul with 
awful horror. In no conversation with ei- 
ther of his wards, had he allowed the name 
of Elfridii to transpire, yet, in the most aw- 
fa\ manner, it had been revealed to them. 
'Much as he loved Elfridii, he believed him 
capable of any crime. He dared not doubt 
the object of these visions ; and he was firm* 
ly convinced they were, by the interpoiatioa 
of Divine Providence, to rescue two inno- 
cent beings from the malice of a demon. 
He joined them in thanksgiving, entreated 
them never to mention the name of Elfridii 
to Sebastian, or any other person, and de- 
termined not to delay disclosing to Elfridii 
these supernatural transactions, in a manner 
most likely to wrest confession from him. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 



As soon as possible, Francisco conducted 
Matilda back to Santa Maria, where she was 
now solicitous to go ; and, upon his return^ 
he called at the apartments of Elfridii, low 
in the bosom of a cavern, where he then was 
staying, secretly and unknown to any of the 
castle inhabitants, except Francisco and the 
old negro, lago. Francisco desired his friend 
to meet him at midnight, in the nave of the 
church, upon important business. Elfridii 
was true to the appointment They met in 
the arcade : each carried a lamp, which ren- 
dered the glooni of this awful place more 
visible. They entered the nave together, 
and Francisco led the way to the altar, 
upon the steps of which he placed his light, 
and then seated himself upon the base of a 
monument before it. 

Elfridii followed his example. Then 
looking around, the sombre solemnity of the 
place, the hour, the sepulchral figures, all 
conspired to make his evil conscience whis- 
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per fear. — ** Gassendi,** said he, in a voice 
composed of alarm and anger, ^* what need 
of meeting in such a place as this ?" 

*^ All plaoQB are alike to tlie just,'' return- 
ed Francisco, solemnly ; " besides, our bu- 
siness is of importance, and I wish our con- 
versation only to be heard by Hiip from 
whom no secrets are concealed." 

*' Pshaw, Gaasendi! do not affect the 
sanctified bombast of priestcraft to me^ who 
hnow yoi^ Speak upon this mighty busi«- 
np^ quickly. J am in ha$te to quit this 
chill place, which makes me shake with cold," 

Elfridii did tr^mble^ but not from cold. 

'* My business is the important subject of 
the union of Theodore and Matilda, which 
you have determined shall take place at this 
very altar^ three days hence. Am I not 
rigbt as to ypur detonninjatum ?" 

£!lfridii bowed assent 

** Then to the foot of this very altar, 
where you have resolved the vows of these 
young people shall be plighted, I have now 
summoned you ; and, at this awful hour, 
whw nature sleeps, but nature's God ob- 
§wv^ you, to p^us^i reflect, consider if 
tbere is any cause existing, either moral or 
jreligious, to frown upon this union." 




The dark eonnteamc^ of £UridU msuma^ 
an ashy hue ; he changed bis position se^ 
v^:al times, s^d, after many qqsucoesiful 
eSbrts, at length artioulatod^ in a voice o£ 
JGramoss*'^^' This new scheme of sanctity, 
Gas^ndi^ has certainly derwged you. 
What cm hav^ awakened a suspicion cf the 
e^^twce of an obstacle to thi^ union ? I 
tdl thee» prete9:idad zeajbt ! tb^e is non«, 
can be none, shall be none i^ and be raised 
Ihs voice to a tone of angers to eon wal some 
other amotions. 

'' Conte Wndii, I would reoommend less 
iatemperanee tp you," replied Franoiscx), 
QsHvply^ ^^ since, in d^Sance of your veh^- 
lowt as66rti<m<, I can prodnoB an insur- 
mountable one, in the yoyng people's posi- 
tive refuiid ever to be nnited," 

*♦ Du fiu !•• exclaimed Klfridii, gnai^b- 

^ hi^ teeth, and striking his forehead witb 
violence, " how d^^ they refuse ? Who 

has taught then) to dispute niy autbarity'-^to 
appoint my wisbes ?** 

** jBieaven," Franeipw solemnly replied — 
'* Ewven ha« revealed SQWe dreadful truths 
to them ! Heaven has disclosed aa impc^* 

ftnt teer^t ! and Heaven's o'^ age*itfi told 
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them they were too nearly allied by blood 
ever to be so by marriage.'' 

Elfridii started from his seat, staggered 
back a few paces, and found support agidnst 
the pillar of a colonnade. The eyes of Fran- 
cisco were fixed upon him ; he caught their 
scrutinizing glance; and his surprise and 
fear, now effervescing into rage and resent- 
ment, he darted forward, and seized Fran- 
cisco by the collar. 

" Villain ! impostor ! even the Inquisition 
shall not now protect thee from my ven- 
geance!" exclaimed he, in the most convul- 
sive tones of passion. " Thou liest, Gassen- 
di ! there is no Heaven to reveal secrets ! 

* and this priestcrafl shall not terrify me into 
disclosing what I choose* not to impart." 

Temper and right gave Francisco the ad- 
vantage in strength: he disengaged him- 
self from Elfridii's grasp, and, drawing forth 
a pistol, presented it at his adversary. 

* Elfridii attempted to retreat. 

" Stay, conte Elfridii," said. Fjrancisco ; 

* ** you shall not go until you hear all I have 
to say, or, by Heaveii ! your life shall in- 
stantly be the forfdt \\ 5 

Elfridii no longer all^|^ted to go, but 
supported himself agai^' a pillar ; while 
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Francisco impressively related to him the 
dream or vision of Matilda. 

The idea that Francisco had, by some un- 
foreseen means, developed the secret of Or- 
lando's birth, by alarming Elfridii, threw 
him oflf his guard, and drew from his emo- 
tions an almost positive, though tacit, con- 
fession of the truth. But the story of the 
vision restored at once his self-possession ; 
he now believed suspicion of the fact had 
unaccountably stolen into the bosom of 
Francisco ; and that this pretended dream 
was an artful fabrication of his own, to gain 
a confession, by working upon his feelings. 
ElfHdii was a determined Atheist, and every 
thing was held by him in the most sove- 
reign contempt that argued in favour of su- 
pernatural agency : instead, therefore, of the 
awful facts Francisco related having the de- 
sired effect, Elfridii treated them with de- 
rision, and laughed the relater to scorn. 

But Francisco cared not for his ridicule 
or contempt ; for, though in many instances 
an unequivocal libertine, he was a firm be- 
liever, and doubte^ot that, although Pro- 
vidence had seldoifvrecourse to supernatural 
agency, its po^$^||^er all things was omni- 
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potent. But» bad he wanted further con- 
viction of tfae relationship of his wards, £11^ 
fridii's eiQotions would have conveyed it ; 
and he now resolved, if nothing less could 
9itop the vile purposes of Elfridii* to call in 
even inquisitorial aid, to prevent an uni(»i 
which Heaven itself seemed to disapprova 
Having npw, however, no further business 
with a man whose infidelity left nothing to 
hope for from him, he wished him a good- 
night; and these loqg-«worn friends now, 
lor the first time, parted, angry and disgust- 
ed with eaoh other, 

Fi«nd«K^ returned to hip apartment;, 
wi£;hi»g he had firmness enough to break off 
fcff ever with EJliHdii and all evil ; whii^ 
Elffidii pursued his way with f^ heart full ef 
maliee, indiignation, and oh^^in, at having 
thus uneKpeotedfy an impediment placed io 
the way rfhis favourite project, by Ae wbift- 
ing auperstitiqip of a profligate priest. But 
although provoked and disoonoerted* he re- 
aolyed that even the life of Francisco should 
be sacrificed for the success of his diabolic^ 
adieme ; md, with his mind full of rage^ 
and a thousand acHitending evil passions, it 
was no great wonder that he should rai0;ake 
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his w^y, in a kind of labyrinth through 
which he had to pass. 

Cursing Francisco, Fate, and his own 
8tu|>idity, he wandered about some time in 
seareh c^ the right path, but in vain ; and 
well as he was acquainted with the secrets 
o€ the castle, by having ne^ected the neoes^ 
s£ffy observations as he passed, he found 
himself completely perplexed. Now called 
to his own individual situation, his passions 
subsided in anxiety for himself. Fear again 
trembled in his. bosom, and those supersti* 
tious feelings he scorned in Francisco kern- 
ed now, for the first time, to assail him. 

At length, after having for some time tra- 
versed a Ic^g and winding passage, he 
tiiougbt he beard the sound of fl^ b^ind 
him. He turned in alarm, but no one could 
he see. This kind of investigation oiily in- 
creased his apprehensions ; and when be 
aigaki stepped forward, he fancied he siiw 
Mimef^ing flit across his path. He stopped 
^^'^Ake ^tered-^his heart beat fe»fulty-~a 
death-^old hand seemed to grasp his^^the 
iMbp fell from his o6»viilsive bold, aad at 
olfce expired. 

IKow left in total darkness, ^ the horrors 
of his situa/tibn assayed him; bttt ^upersti- 
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tious fears were, above all, the most direful 
to him. The mournful wind, which swept 
along the passage, seemed to murmur his 
name in the sadly-melting tones of Viola's 
voice ; and though there was not a ray of 
light, he fancied he beheld a blood-stained 
poniard floating in the air; while, as he 
groped about, and started at some imaginary 
touch of horror, the fire that flashed from 
his own eyes, he conceived to be the dread- 
ful gleam from the scorching eyes of fiends 
and spectres. But still he went on, anxious, 
if possible, to escape from a place so enervat* 
ing to his courage. 

At length Elfridii reached the termination 
of this passage, and saw a ray of light beam 
down another that branched off from this. 
The light moved on. Elfridii, half-breath* 
less through hope and joy, pursued it. It 
glided on quicker than mortal motion could 
convey it. Elfridii ran forward, but. soon 
lost sight of it. He trembled with agitation. 
Again the light gleamed much nearer than 
before. He darted forward, and caught the 
shadow of a human %ure. The light again 
moved rapidly on. Elfridii followed it up 
a winding acclivity. It now seemed station- 
ary; and the conte gained so much upcm it. 
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that he soon beheld an elegant female figure,. 
Ught, tall, and airy, clothed in long flowing 
and almost-transparent drapery, but closely 
veiled, bearing in one hand the light he had 
so long pursued. He had no time to lose in 
conjectures of where she came from, but 
the sight of her dissipated at once every su- 
perstitious apprehension. 

Pcditely Elfridii called to her, informed 
her of his situiation, and entreated leave to 
acoompany her until he could ascertain ex- 
actly where he was. The lady stopped, 
bowed courteously, and motioned for his 
approach. As Elfridii advanced, the lady 
pursued her way ; but, although much slow- 
er than before, the conte, with -all his speed, 
could not overtake her. At length she sud- 
denly stopped, and at that very door through 
which Elfridii bad himself admitted Sangui- 
nario to murder Viola. His blood froze in 
his veins, his heart sickened, and his super- 
stitious fears returned with renovated force; 
yet, from some undefinable impulse, he rush- 
ed forward, as the phantcmi, raising her veil, 
discovered the beauteous countenance and 
bleeding bosom of the murdered Viola, at 
t^ same moment that the words in Matilda's 
dream — " Elfridii, beware ! thy crimes are 
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regi8to*6d in heaven !" seemed to strike vntk 
horror the most terriUe on his appalledeais^ 
and^ deprived of sense and motion^ he in*^ 
stently fell on the ground. 

Above half-'an-hour elapsed befbreElfrkffi 
leot^vered from his swoon, when he found 
himsdf ^iveloped in total darkness; but the 
dreadful occurrence, which deprived him of 
respiration, leSPt behind too forcible an im- 
pression ever to be forgotten. Remembn*- 
utg perfectly where he had fallen, he arose 
with much difficulty, from excess of tremor, 
and let himsdf through the secret dow, into 
thaU; very chamber where he had caused Yu 
ola to be murdered, and where now her un** 
happy husband lay buried in profound 
sle^. 

Wistfully Elfridii gaied around the chain* 
bar; a lamp was burning ; he took it in his 
trembling hand-^-^he approached the bed, to 
snatch a look at his injured ^end ; drops of 
c(M, dew stood on his foTefaead-^-4)i8 kntts 
smote each other. 

** Ah me !" he Gried> ** how ohangied ! 
Md yet he sleeps serenely, even on the very 
Spot where his angel wife was immolated. 
Such favour fii^ds the just, while I«-^««**" 
M» shuddered at himself; no longw could 
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be bear to View tke friend #ho8e happiness 
be b»d so inhimiaBlj blaisted : ooovietion's 
Uieraik w^« fast eprii^ing ift bis heart; be 
rushed fto&i this fatal chamber to his own 
odi, where, linking on his coueb, all the 
dreadful transaetions of his hte, all the awful 
oeeuHrenoes of that nigbt^ passed in their 
Horrid fix-ms before him: he shudderecU-*- 
be tremUed. The hour of Infidelity was^ 
part: he who bad been permitted to be^ 
bald a form sd lo^ niimb^ed with the 
dead, could he knger disbelieye? Heaven^ 
to awake a stoner to ret>entaa6e, had sufRn*-* 
ed ime ofiU own seraphs to appear, to teach 
that truth he doubted. The sceptic was 
OMwiiieed; the crimes of his past Ufe, the 
punishm^its of a future, all strudk uTitb 
henrofs feltest force upcm his soul: ^ 
stDses fled before the dreadful retrospect, 
and ^mayed reason was diased from her 
throne. 

F(Hr eight months £^c^ k^ in afi the 
frenzy of a strciig deliriufiii, attended, noost 
kikidly and &ithiully, 1^ Fnaiicisoo and Zago, 
i^ieA the ddll of Pedro (who, bd^te tfaia 
time, had been dva^^ped to the castle) was 
pttootted by Heaven to make aome im- 

VOI.. IV. F 
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pression upon the obstinacy of his disease. 
At the expiration of that tedious time, he 
had short lucid intervals, which were chased 
away by the rememlminoe of his crimes. 
Pedro saw that some dreadful guilt dis- 
torbed the mind of this man, who was a 
perfect stranger to him ; he presumed not 
to explore his secrets ; but, in the character 
of a sensible humane man and exemplary 
Christian, effected as much for his patient's 
cure as he performed in his medical ci^- 
city. Judidously he watched the opportu- 
nity of pouring balm into the wcHinded 
mind, by conversing upon the goodness of 
Him " whose arms are ever open to receive 
the contrite penitent.*' The lucid intervals 
of Elfridii now became longer, clearer, and 
more perfect ; and Pedro supplied him from 
the library with every book that could assst 
his cure. At length Elfiidii's recovery was 
judged complete, though debility of frame 
confined him to his couch five months after 
his frenzy had totally Subsided ; but when 
he arose from his couch, he arose one of the 
most lowly, sincere penitents that ever knelt 
before the throne of Mercy. 

The moment Elfiidii found his health 
re-established, he was anxious to set about 
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effiHStaally the important work of hU eter- 
nal welfwe; and the first step which he 
ecmadered necessary towards effecting his 
peace <if possible) with his too justly offend- 
ed C^reator, was by making every restitution 
and atonem^it, now in his power, to those 
he had so inhumanly injured. But this was 
a wwk of much greater difficulty than he 
could have at first imagined. He had in- 
Tcdved himself with knaves and villains df 
every gradation ; and how to extricate him- 
sdf fix)im their toils, observation, and ven- 
geaiice» so as effectuallyHo restore liberty 
and their long-usurped rights to the house 
of Manfi'edonia, he was wholly at a loss to 
devise. He was still too weak to undertake 
a journey to the see of Rome himself: but 
even were he not, the state in which he had 
so lately been must destroy all confidence 
in his prudtnce, and draw the eye of sus- 
pidkm upcm him ; and all his former conso- 
dates trembling for his fiddity, could he 
reasonably hope to be allowed to reach the 
papal chair, while so many assassins stalked 
abroad^ whose interest it would be to silence 
for ever a man who they might very well 
suppose no longer had reascxi for his guide, 
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and whose dMtb nrnst cat &l^tli oiitse e*9^ 
bifightMing prospect fbr the hons^ of Man^ 
fliedonia ? 

Neither ims Ldk*en2o him^^ n pit^et: 
ambaiiasador, sines bis absence !fk)m the^aii- 
tie most necessarily be <tisciyrl»t^» a^ ii^ 
death the ineviti^le eomequenee. Be^^, 
he ^red an interview with Loren««^ Bfr 
thit time, would shake hi* jiist-i»estored 
reason once more from its seat; and lie 
made it a question, \vb<«tber it Would ^ROt 
be le^ ctuet to aKow the duda to remain' in 
that unhappj sisate of mind which ye^rs of 
habit had teadtt^d, if not easy, at ]^6»st'ft*- 
ioihar to him, than to awaken new affee- 
tions> new interests, new hopes, new iS^ars, 
while uncertain how to terrtaihate theni? 
l?ot to aity line thenefote dWred he at pre- 
sets confide thisimipoi1;ant Mi^ion^-^iio, not 
evtti to Fianciseoj whom he kne#v ttrhdn 
his interest, ttineh less his Kfti wtfs bt Slftke, 
WAS not alw^Eff^s «^ be dep^ndM: trp6n. Bfe^ 
side, new affections had lately^ bieeii ^rrottsiEfd 
in GassendPs breast, to bind him ko dbn 
MamareL ArecehtiKscov^hiadbcffeii'maiJe 
by the arritfti of a female witoih Gt^ckisr 
htdmadec^itie. She seemed oM, in much 
misery, and carried in her side a mortal 
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wound infliJQt^ by one of his sanguinary 
ccmpani^miL In tbe castle sh^ saw don 
Manuel, and claimed him for her son ; and 
ii«r ai^tb^ntio little history discovered him 
to be the offspring of the unhallowed priest, 
Franpi^Qo Gossendi, and a beautiful strolHng 
actress, pf Naples^, The boy, deserted by 
his fiither, was left solely tp the care of his 
itinerant i^otber, one of whose lovers, a 
Spaxush grandee, took care of the education 
of her son, and afterwards provided for him 
in the Spanish fleet From that moment 
Ambrosio. tiiought no more of his mother, 
' whose situation tarnished the lustre of his 
growing &me. Her lovers decreased with 
hw bieauty; her latter days were marked 
by poverty und wretchedness; and from 
on^ of her undntiful son's own emissaries 
she received her death-wound, and at length 
^xppjred in the arms of her, at that moment, 
repentant son. 

For many reasons this anecdote was kept 
a^.s^«iet as possiUe in the cattle; but Fran* 
mcQ^ while under the influence of his first 
emotions, revealed it to Elfridii, who now 
pould not hope the &ther would take part 
in any thing that could threaten the de- 
4tr9cl;ion of the son. Upon Orlando him- 



102 BOMANCE OF THE PYRENEES. 

self, therefore, all his hopes now rested : he 
well knew conte Vicenza, bdieving this 
boy his own, meant, at no very distant 
period, to introduce him to the world as his 
nephew. 

Impatiently now Elfridii looked forward 
to that moment, resolving not to destroy 
the delusion that bound Polydore to Or- 
lando, and doubted not but, in their train, to 
pass unmolested to Paris,^ when he would 
place all the important discoveries in proper 
hands, restore Lorenzo to the world, con- 
fess his own dreadful crimes, lay down his 
head upon the scaffold, and joyfully submit 
to the stroke of the executioner, in some 
expiation of his guilt. But still trembling 
for the instability of human life and human 
views, he hastened to make a faithful nar- 
rative of his own crimes, and " of the in- 
nocent Viola's injuries. He collected aB 
the letters which he had intercept^, parti- 
cularly that entrusted to the ill-fated Ber- 
nardo — copies of all Elvira's and Vicenza^ 
forgeries — the certificate of Matilda's birth, 
which he had obtained from Francisco— 
with every paper, trinket, and circumstance 
likely to substantiate facts afler his demise; 
and packed them together in a small iron 
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box^ which he buried near the monument 
don Manuel had erected to Viola's memory. 
Shewing the spot to the faithful lago, he 
made him promise, should he (Elfridii) die 
before young Theodore left the castle, to 
oondiict the young man to that spot, dig 
up the box before him, give it into his own 
hands, with solemn injunctions to conceal it 
from the knowledge of every individual 
belonging to the castle, and never but with 
life to part with it, until he should deliver 
it into the hands of the reigning pontifiP. 

This important matter being adjusted as 
well as circumstances would admit of, El- 
fridii began his life of penance. A small 
pyramidical chamber in the caverns, which 
had once been a Moorish mausoleum, he 
fixed on for his dwelling, apart from every 
living mortal save the wretched Sangui- 
nario, whom to visit often he made part of 
his penanc^ to contemplate that misery he 
had assisted to occasion. Not far distant 
was the grave of Viola ; and another reason 
he had for choosing that place for his abode, 
was its proximity to the cavern into which 
the sanguinary banditti precipitated, through 
a hde hid amongst the underwood, the 
bodies of those they murdered in the forest. 



1 
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To contemplate tiie dead, to eompose tbeir 
corses decently, and to pile them up in i«- 
spectaWe order, werenowpart of this wretch- 
ed penitent's employment. 

By the grave of Viola, or in this dreadfiil 
dormitwy of the murdered, Elfridii now 
chiefly passed his nights, recounting his of- 
fences, and weeping over his past eritiies. 
Every penance he had heard or read oC, 
every pain and mortification the angry 
monk had ever sentenced a tremblBSg^ peni- 
tent to endure, Elfridii inflicted upon him- 
self Stripes and wounds, hunger and thirst, 
praying ^and watching, by turns occu{Hed 
his time. Often for a whole day and night 
would he abstain from food; then com- 
manding lago to bring him the choicest 
viands money could procure, such as had 
been wont to delight his sensual appetite, 
he would look on them, smell them, order 
them away, and appease his craving hunger 
with a mouldy crust and water. ^ 

No longer did a bed refresh his exhausted 
frame ; the cold earth, or the base of VloWs 
tomb, was his night's resting-place. By day 
he shunned society, and passed it in tears, 
prayers, and dreadful retrospection of time 
gone by; or in wandering to those spots 
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wbic^ OQQld, be^l fWfiilid him of \m onmeB. 
Ik^r i^r day^ fund month i^er month, 
w^re fipent hy Slfridu in this ahookiog 
wmm Qf puDigbmf ntt $em only by lago 
or Fnmcisqcv and often in his wandorings 
giving terror to tbQ oredulou« Teresa, or 
fiOm^ ^usily-ahuropked Gaptive*^tibe departuire 
of Orlmda stiU w»ou9ly wat<died f<Mr hy 
htm-*v4bo«gb at length jit took place with- 
out thf knowkdg^ of thia wr^hed peni- 
t«>t. 



CHAPTEE IX. 



^##ri##<#^ 



WMVtf that time ^mved which conte di 
Vioon^a hftd fixed up<H^ to introduee hia 
«iqppos^ wn into the world, Garoia$, trem- 
bUng. la^t Tbeodpre^s attadimant to his pro- 
qq^tqr migbl^ by aosno ui»fi)re6een meas^ 
l9Ad th# unfoKtpnate l^mnw to Ubei^y^ 
in^i^fussiYtly ri^r9fiwted tbe raahness of 
leaving the lives of so many brave men at 
tbe mercy of a thoughtleas youth, who 
pngbt he won. to: thw destruction by his 
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attachment to individaals in the castle. 
Cante di Vioenza was now in the neigh- 
bourhood incog, at the house of a con- 
sociate, in the Bay of Roses. His op^iion 
exactly coinciding with that of Garcias, it 
was determined upon between them, that 
our hero should be conveyed away in the 
manner most likely to create a persuasion al 
his death, so to put a stop to the inquiries 
of any of his friends in the castle after him, 
and, by manoeuvring, to cut off the posa- 
bility of his ever finding his way back to 
the castle. 

Don Manuel was soon won over to their 
schemes, who undertook to reconcile Fran- 
cisco to the prudence of their measures. But 
this was a task much more difficult than 
they imagined. Sincere esteem for the sup- 
posed Sebastian, and affection for bis ward 
Matilda, would not allow him to bear eaaly 
the idea of afflicting them ; nor could his 
own attachment to the youtli brook the 
thought of seeing him no more; and in the 
first impulse of his feelings he had nearly 
(to destroy the claims of Pdydore) ocMi- 
fessed the death of Theodore, and tiie im- 
position he had practised. But a moBoenf s 
reflection convinced him how lepiete with 



r 
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dangers to his beloyed protigi would be 
audi a discovery, and he continued in that 
path of deception the young man's real 
guardian, ElfHdii, had formerly urged him 
to persevere in; and now at length, by the 
persuasive rhetoric of don Manuel, he was 
led not to oppose the scheme of Gardas. A 
'band, therefore, of armed ruffians were de- 
puted to act with Gardas in the sdzure of 
the unwary Orlando, whom they dragged 
to one of the secret prisons, where they 
bound him, and left him to reflections of 
no very ^ileasant nature. 

At midnight Frandsco and don Manuel 
entered his cell. His apprehensions vanish- 
ed upon seeing them, but not the wonder 
which the occurrences of the day had 
awakened. They each approached him 
with afiecti(»i ; and don Manuel, knockitig 
oflP his fetters, spoke with all that insinuat- 
ing suavity of manners he was so ^med 
for. He apologized for the treatment Or- 
lando bad that day experienced, by candidly 
confessing the real motive which actuated 
it--." Your friends," he continued, " have* 
demanded you, and you have Itved too 
long among us not to be well awai^ of the 

necessary for us to t^e, when 
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we permit any but our own oommunity to 
quit our hftbitation. Your unpleasant toeailr- 
ment, I am oono^med to add, is not j^ 
past. You must, my young fiiend, sObmit 
to being hoodwinked, while you are <;qa- 
ducted from this place to the carriage wbieh 
is waiting to ccm vey you to your unde at 
Madrid. Any man but you, conte Theo- 
dore^ I would bind by solemn oaths to se- 
crecy befbre I suffered him to depart \ bat 
ID your honour and generosity I dare con- 
fide my life. Farewell, dear youth ! I aai 
conscious I can claim no place in yom 
esteem, but you live in mine ; and wherever 
ftte may oall you, believe me you witt not 
:find a truer friend than I am.** 

Orlando was mudi aflbcted. Afiectioi^ 
ately he pressed don MaDueVs hand, whiles 
with streaming eyes, he addressed FranoiacM) 
— ** Ob, tell me, holy roan !" he cried, *♦ my 
ikther ! guardian ! fiiend ! who is it that 
claims me? — who is it who thus eruefly 
tears me ftom every tend^ tie I liave been 
suffered to fbrm upon earth ^*-who thus 
drags me, foriom and destitute^ into a wwld 
where the bosom of friendship or aflfeeHeii 
is not fbr me to rest upon ?** 

^ I," said iVandsoo, vfciibly subdued---'' I 
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sbsH eonduet you to the arms of your uncle, 
oonte dt Vioenga^ a man of honour and conr 
seqaenoe, with whom, in my holy character,. 
I finrmed a friendship. He has authorised 
me to inform you, that you are the offspring 
of Us c»dy sist^ and an English gentleman, 
"who, marrying contrary to the approhaticm 
of their respective families, were diso^ed 
hf both. Your father shortly diedr— it is 
supposed, of a brok^t heart. Your mother 
did not long survive him. You fell to the 
care of ccHite Vicensa, who entrusted you 
to my charge, with earnest entreaties to 
gn«rd you from the malice of your soother's 
vindictive fiunily ; and although your unde 
was unacquainted with my connexions here^ 
his agent and most favoured friend, oonte 
EUridii, -jras not, and by hi$ advice your 
uaole gave you to my protection. Your 
unnatural grandsire is now no more; and 
as apprehension no longer exists for your 
safirty, conte Vieenza calls you into the 
world as his int^ided heir ; and justly h^t* 
ii^ the name you hear, hfts, by his interest 
in Italy» obtained nojbility &» you; and 
hfneeforth you are to assume, and be known 
oily by, the title of Theodore conte di Ur^ 
lino-^ 
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** These are brilliant prospects, oertainlyy*' 
returned Orlando, ** alluring to a youthfiil 
mind: but gladly-— oh, how gladly would 
I forego them for the society of thoae I 
love ! The moment I go hence, my com- 
munication with this castle is cut off for 
ever. No more must I behold the friends 
I love within its walk. What then avails 
the kindness I have here received from my 
infancy ? Only to awaken affck^tions which, 
by one fatal stroke, must rend my heart for 
ever. Oh, holy Francisco ! must I then 
indeed no more behold you, and my be^ 
loved young companion — ^my poor old nurse 
— Diego, Thomas, don Manuel too, and 
poor lago — ^and, oh, grief unutterable ! my 
dear preceptor ? Oh, merciful Heaven, tear 
me not from him ! fpr could I th}nk that I 
should no more behold Sebastian, my heart 
would break at once.** 

Orlando fell on his fiiee upon. the dun- 
geon-bed, and sobbed aloud. Don Manuel 
and his father were both sensibly aflfected, 
and a few moments elapsed in silmice. Or* 
lando at length raised his head, and in a 
voice, and with a manner of impressive sup- 
plication, said — ** liy all tibat compassioii 
you have hitherto evinced for me~by that 
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I know you bear me, I entreat — ^I 
implore you, dear and holy father ! to go 
alone to oonte Vicenza ; tell him that I am 
penetrated by his kindness to me — assure 
bim I have not an ungrateful heart; but 
that Sebastian, to whom I owe every mental 
good I possess, is far advanced in life, and 
is afflicted ; that he has not a comfort under 
heaven but me ; and my good unde will 
not let me leave him— surely, surely not ! 
In this dungeon will I remain till you re- 
turn. Either prevail for Sebastian to ac» 
company me, cm: for me to remain in the 
osde with him till death divides us. Sooner 
-would I for^o every smiling • prospect of 
my future life than grieve Sebastian.'* 

There was something in the tone of Or- 
lando's vqice — ^in his look, his manner, at 
that moment, which found an instant pass- 
port into that part of don Manuel's heart 
where all his dormant goodness lay. He 
clasped Orlando with^patemal tenderness to 
his breast, and was about to promise this 
fkithful c<^y of Viola all he wished for, 
when the sav^e Gardas and his myrmidons 
rushed in. The supplications of Orlando 
were no more attended to. This ruthless 
interposition dosed the gates of pity in don 
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Manuel's breast Orlando was ipstanfly 
hoodwinked, and, in despite of every effort;, 
was borne from the dungeon into the foirest» 
where a carriage waited, wbich^ with an 
esqort of don Manuel'^ troops, oonveyed 
our hero and Franoisoo a3 quickly as pos- 
sible to the metropolis, where conte Vicen^a 

thm waa. 

Folydore was, at tbi$ period, on a visit to 
dofi Antonio Henriquea; Fernando Gaspardo 
de Almanzara, a grandee of high reputa- 
tion, who then boire an hc^iouraUe employ- 
ment under the crown: neverthelesis^ he 
was a particular friend of conte Vicenza's^ 
and a member of the predaoeous sodety. 
Polydpre bad cogent reasons for mt choos;- 
ing that our hero should, at this timc^ either 
remain at the Pyrenean Castle, or remove 
to France : he therefore arranged for his re- 
ading some time at Madrid, under the aper 
cious pretence, that as it was to appear he 
bad received his education in SpAin, it was 
necessary fcr him to know the manners of 
polished life in that country; and in the 
metropolis it was Pdydore's intention he 
siioald remain some time under the auspices 
of don Antonio, from whose house Ijie was 
to make occMic«^ e^Kcursioiw to Xoledcv «t 
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Ihe univ^^sity of which bis naine had been 
9ome time (trolled. Of the polish of a 
eourt, however, Orlando wanted nothing. 
Nature, and one of the most finished gen- 
tlemen the Continent had ever boasted, 
made him all the man of real elegance could' 
wish to be ; but os he was to be separated 
frma those he loved, he cared not whether 
be was exiled to Paris or Madrid. 

Conte Vicenza remained only a few days 
at Madrid after the arrival of Orlaildo. 
Francisco departed even socmer, laden with 
lettars, books, trinkets, and a thousand kind 
remembrances, from the affectionate Or- 
limdo to those beloved friends he left in 
Catalonia, of whose belief in his death he 
knew not. However, Francisco's alSfection 
to Sebastian and Matilda made him unde- 
orive them ; and while our hero continued 
at Madrid, Gassendi regularly made that 
metropolis a visit every three months, bring- 
ing with him intelligence of Oriando's friends, 
but no letters from Sebastian, who con- 
sidered corresponding with any person oiit 
of the castle an infringement of his oath. 
But though Orlando received such constant 
infimnation relative to those he loved, he 
yet pined in secret for the sorrow his ab- 
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senoe must occasion to them : and notwith- 
standing don Antonio's utmost exertions to 
amuse this fascinating young stranger, ^ 
were vain ; his sadness was invincible ; and 
in the gayest drcles the captivity of Sebas- 
tian, the still-undecided relationship be- 
tween him and the doister-entombed Ms- 
tilda, would still occupy his tortured mind, 
and rob him of mirth— of more^— of peaoa 

No man Orlando now conversed with 
was so wise, so good, so pdished, as Sebas- 
tian ; no woman he saw so lovely, so in- 
teresting, as Matilda. But, insensible as 
Orlando"^ was to the merits of the Madrid 
belles, they were by no means so little sus- 
ceptible of his. Many a bright eye ogled 
and languished in vain ; but at length the 
little blind urchin, enraged at his thus brav- 
ing every attack of wit and beauty, deter- 
mined to send him where he should find 
that Cupid's power was not always to be 
slighted. 

Don Antonio was an unmarried man, and 
had a ward so beautiful, so accomplished, 
so amiable, and withal so rich, that he bad 
long determined to make her his wife : and 
she had never discovered any discouraging 
symptoms, until some time after the aniT>l 
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of Orlando at Madrid, when donna Al- 
meira's heart told her tales the jealous eye 
of don Antonio soon developed, who, 
trembling at the increasing influence of this 
naost formidable young man, at length re- 
solved to remove him far from the too»stis- 
ceptible Almeira ; and therefore, pretending 
business at Paris, requested Orlando to ac- 
company him thither. The brilliant charms 
of donna Almeira had only excited common 
admiration and esteem in the breast of Or- 
lando, and he felt no repugnance in acced- 
ing to don Antonio's request In little 
more than a year, then, after Orlando's re- 
moval from the Pyrenean Castle, he arrived 
at the Chftteau de Vieenza, near Versailles, 
when don Antonio candidly confessed to 
Polydore the reason of his conduct, and 
Orlando was suffered to remain at the cha- 
teau, although conte Vieenza had rather, at 
that period, have received any other man in 
existence for his guest. 

Our reader is dready acquainted with the 
profligacy of conte di Vieenza, and of the 
daring insult he offered to the purity of our 
heroine, in the early pages of these volumes. 
His scheme of villainy against her he had 
long had in contemplation. The presence 



^ 
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of hesr brothiBr had. restrained his lioeMtioqs- 
ness; and aa he rightly judged hie shouU 
&aA Victoria no easy prey* he h^^i some 
yag»9 idea of making don Manuel's castk 
subservient to his diaholical de^gn* The 
removal of Orlando from it was tjherefore 
necessary* since be might prove too danger*- 
ous a rival ; and art: all events, in extricating 
the kinooent from the toils of the wicked, 
his virtues^ courage, and influence over 
Francisco, were to be apprehended. 

At the moment of Orlando's arrival at tbe 
ch&teau, conte VieenM and the vile Qardfls 
were deeply taheming against our heroia?^ 
Leopold's enmity to Clem^itina had aaver 
heen extinguished; and to wreak his dire 
vengeance and hatred upon her offspring, 
was a rich banquet his vindictive heart pant- 
ed to be gorged with. The extravagance 
of Polydore and Elvira, with all their satel- 
lites, swallowed up almost the whole of tbe 
immense possessions of Manf]?0donia : the 
estates were dismembered^ mortgaged, $Qld; 
and little was now semajyoii^ to pamper 
prodigality. The estates of Ariosto were 
all entailed upon Victoria, in case of her 
brother's dying without ivsqa Alphonao's 
long minority had made a eoiuiderabk ao- 
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eMcitiktion d wedltb^ and G&mM started 
die idea of Polydore's mariying Victxma. 
The ducbesiiii was to be terrified kite their 
schemes, atid divorced. In tliie cafstk of 
dion Manued^ Vktmia'^ fears were to be 
tv^rked ^pon to teiadi her eomplianoe; and 
Alfonso, b^ a well-direeted shot, was to 
be slain in the field of batlfe, where the war 
with Britain promised soon to call him. 
This horrible plot w^ in agitation wh^ 
Orlando a^ppeared in Franee, and hb fte-^ 
^i&f^ only hastened its execution. 

EWraj believing Orlando to be her son, 
seen evinced the utmost m^atemoi fondmess 
hr him ; white the object of the less pare 
affisictions of this licentious wonsan W2» 
comte de Montfott, a rerdarkable handscMOie 
young FrendMian, who was amongst the 
*»tftber of Victoria's discarded suitors ; but 
*^ho, uYil^ke hk fellow-sufferers, would take 
no refusal, although his perseverance in- 
^^d pain upon the obgect he professed to 
l^e, and often taught even the higbly-po- 
Bfifeed, afoiiabie, attd swert-tempered Vic- 
totia to evince that contempt b^ bosom 
Aerished Ibr him. Still Elvira encouraged 
hit visits, and M hickv with^ diiki6iv« hopes, 
to induce his ^CtendMtoe upon Md att^« 
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tions to herself; for she doubted not the in* 
fluenoe of her blandishments and charms 
(for still was she beautiful to an astonishing 
degree) would at length win this volatile 
and not very sensible young man to hersdf. 

Upon Orlando's arrival at the di&teaa de 
Vioenza, conte de Montfort attached him- 
self almost wholly to him, as» from his ex- 
treme d^ection, the poor inamorato con- 
ceived our hero to be, like himself, an un- 
successful votary of the blind urchin. Sure, 
therefore, of the sweet sympathy of tender 
sentimentalists, he unbosomed himself to 
Olando, and told him the history of bis 
unsuccessful love, and resolution still to par- 
severe in addressing the flinty-hearted Vic- 
toria, when, to his utter amazement, instead 
of the soothing commiserati<m of his sym- 
pathizing auditor, he received his most 
severe censure for unmanly and ungenerous 
conduct 

'* You acknowled^,'' said Orlando^ ** that 
lady Victoria has never fed, by a single ray 
of hope, the flame you cherish, but, on the 
contrary^ has taken every pains to convince 
you that she never will be yours* Why 
then are you so ungen^ous, I may say 
pusillanimous^ to persecute her thus for 
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what she cannot grant ? You must know, 
that nothing can be more distressing to an 
ingenuous mind Uian supplications for what 
it must deny ; and believe me, a woman 
of true delicacy must shrink from the sen- 
sualist, who only thinks of his own happi- 
ness You know that your passion cannot 
be returned : it is therefore now your part 
to exert the energies of your mind, and no 
longer torture, by your unmanly persecu- 
tion, the being you profess to love, and, 
though you cannot gain her tenderest af- 
fections, deserve at least a place in her es- 
teem." 

£>e Montfort considered both the opi- 
nions and advice of Orlando entirely in- 
terestedy arising from his own views upon 
lady Victoria; and' though half-angry and 
quite jealous, he could not deny himself the 
jdeasure of Jtalking to him of her, whenever 
he had an opportunity : and Orlando, clearly 
perceiving the comte*s suspicions, would 
sometimes playfully beguile his own sad- 
ness, by farming the desponding, yet per- 
severing lover, by declarations of speedily 
asserting his right, as conte Vicenza's ne- 
phew, to an introduction to the duchessa's 
niece. 
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Akhough rtill heart-* whole, no one vras a 
greater admirer of beauty than OrkiHk^ 
nw could any one long more impatiently 
than he did to behold Victoria, whose per- 
sonal graces he had heard so universally ad^ 
mired, and of whose mental peifectiotis he 
had been cdnvinoed, by having accidental 
oibtaimed the knowledge of several beatttifhl 
and affecting anecdotes, wherein the virtues 
o£ her heaft were most strikingly portray^ 
ed ; yet such an intention as that he booh 
tered ec^te de Mootfort with, was od6 cf 
the last things upon earth he would have 
attempted. He felt himself a dependent ; 
and his indignant soul told him the duch^sa 
ought, unsolicited, to introduce Victoria to 
the nephew of her husband. The thoOj^t, 
t^ereforei, whkh engaged his mind m<»e 
than prcjeets to bdiold Victoria^ wi» how 
to get into a prc^ssioti, to obtain for himself 
the blessing of mental liberty, in a state of 
independence^ since he had not made his 
observations long at the chftteau, before his 
soiiil reeoiled from the idea of dependence 
upon oonfte Vicen«a> and from the debase- 
mait of bding a great man's satellite. His 
heart panted £»r the army; and bc^ at 
length, so far did violence to his feelingSi 
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which taught "him to revolt from owing an 
obligation to his supposed uncle, as to re- 
quest him to obtain a commission for Iiim, 
fully resolved, if his request was not most 
graciously complied with, to enter imme-e 
diately as a volunteer in the French ser- 
vice: but his wish was too congenial to 
oonte Vicenza's not to be instantly attended 
to. The commission was directly applied 
for, and would have been as immediately 
granted, only for the machinations of Elvira, 
who could not brook the idea of her son 
entering into so dangerous a profession; 
and by her manoeuvres both the conte and 
Orlando were completely deceived, by the 
secretary of war, with plausible pretences 
of delay. 

Orlando had the duchessa's permission «» 
to visit her every morning in her own apart- 
ments, but at the hours in which Victoria 
was engaged with her masters ; and one 
day, as he was hastening to pay his morn* 
ing compliments to Elvira, he saw Bianca,^ 
about to close a . door, through which she' 
had eateced from Victoria's apartment, and 
at. the swie moment the sound of the 
9)Q6t melodious voice he had ever heard 
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straek upon his ears. He dMtioaed to 
Bianca, not to shut up t&e fasdnatiEig 
sounds^ when that worldly-minded woman, 
for once actuated by a laudaUe motive, 
wishing to serve her brother4n-hiw, who 
was VidbcHia's singing-master^ by gateiiig 
Orl^oido's approbation for him, otifered to 
admit him into the anti-chamber, where lie 
could distilltctly hear the oichanting war* 
bier. 

Our reader can easily suppose how rea- 
dily Orlando acceded to the obliging prO' 
position. He heard Victoria sing to the 
greatest advantage; he lost not It single 
tone, and was fit^cinated. The moment &r 
signore Bernini^ departure was at hawL 
Bianca apprised Orlando of it, but he heard 
her not : enti^nced iie Hsten^, the sounds 
still vibralong on his lears, tmtil roosed by « 
imigh shake tof the aim frdin the jdamaed 
Biandi.-^'' Goiite di >Urltilio ttiust ^mi&- 
diately d^Ft,"* said she; "* for LisboHid^ 
ruined, w.a*e it >diib6ov)dred iiiiH; I ^faad 
taxHight his ioadshif) Iiitlier.'' 
^ Orlando instan^ty ^mo^ied wcwtif, Ibcioi^ 
U» soul somsed sttU to^ioger Him^ mA he 
utteied not It gyHibk imtil wtivtod tit «he 
door leading to the 'duchessa's afHMflMlfts, 



KOMAISPCE OF THE PY5REKEES. 128 

ii4i6B, suddenly turning to Bianca — "<5ood 
Bianca/' said he, ** cannot you befriend me, 
and obtain for me even one glance at lady 
Victoria?'* 

" The seclusion lady Victoria now lives 
in," replied Bianca, " utterly destroys the 
possibility of my having the happiness to 
oblige conte di Urbino. She even now 
goes not io church; a priest afttends in her 
iqpartments lor her religious duties, and 'her 
time for taking exercise is when my lord 
and lady are engaged with their guests tft 
dinner." 

^' Heavens !" exdaimed Orlando, ^ and 
oan ail health compel siuch aeclusuHi ? Her 
voioe proclaims no indfeposition of lier 
fisame." 

iffianca shook her head with a mystm'ioiis 
signfficstioD, and openuig tiie docnr into 4iie 
duchessa's dressing-room, prevented aU ftnv 
tber inquiry. 

Fwm this nomeiit the voioe of Victoria, 
with her mysterious retirement, mki^ted 
vifli every thought of Orkuado: worlds 
waaBd he kave^gtvon for an explanation oi 
tfaflfc jnysfeeiy, Imt not for woiids wsiild lie 
qmorii the dttMMiliii i farther;, dMiWti^ be 

«4l 
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believed bis own yalet Hugo was suffid^it 
ly communicative for the purpose. 



CHAPTER X. 



At length there was to be a splendid ball 
at the ch&teau, given by the duchesa^ as a 
compliment to the nephew of her -husband; 
and while this pretended nephew was ado- 
nizing for the occasion, De Montfort enter* 
ed his di*essing-room/ in terrible dudgeon 
with Elvira, for not insisting upon Victoria's 
gracing the ball-room with her presence ; 
and so mortified and enraged was he, that 
he talked himself into a thousand jealous 
absurdities, finally attributing the duchessa's 
strange seclusion of her niece entirely to her 
project for uniting her to conte di Urbino^ 
for whom she evinced so great a degree of 
partiality. 

At first Orlando strove to reason De 
Montfort out of his absurdity ; but fielding 
that a vain attempt, he laughed at the an« 
gry lover, and amused himself by mock ac* 
knowledgments '* for discovering thus kind- 
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ly to him the splendid alliance the duchessa 
was so secretly and generously projecting 
f<» him ; and that now his eyes were opened 
to this flattering prospect, he would no . 
longer rein in his impatience, but instantly 
set about inventing means to obtain a view 
of his lovely intended.'* 

De Montfort, in dismay and alarm, flew 
to Elvira, to plead again his cause; while 
Hqgo, believing his master serious, deter- 
mined to prove himself a prompt and va- 
luable agent, by contriving, as speedily as 
possible, to gratify his master with a view of 
her, whom poor Hugo thought, with conte 
de Montfort, the paragon of human excel- 
lence and beauty. 

In the ball-room was a most brilliant as- 
semblage of beauty ; and the love-stricken 
De Montfort danced, flirted, ogled, distri- 
buted his attentions, and displayed his ele- 
gant person, with as much spirit and perse- 
verance as any heart-whole man in com- 
pany. 

Orlando danced, conversed, admired, and 
was himself more than admired ; but, in the 
midst of this splendid scene of hilarity. Set 
bastian in captivity, Matilda immured in a 
convent's gloom, Victoria in ill health (for 
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such was the reason still assign^ by Elvim 
iot her not appearing), all struck upon Ins 
imagination ; and his saddening heart now 
led his melancholy steps to a room far dis- 
tant from the merry dance. 

Here he had not long enjoyed his moumb- 
ful contemplations, when the watchful Hugo 
whispered to him that he had just learned 
lady Victoria's intention of walking throu^ 
the colonnade, when the guests were seated 
at supper, to view the company and the dfr 
corations ; and that at the termination of tiie 
colonnade was a dark grotto, close to the 
only window through which the banquelt- 
ing-room could be advantageously viewed, 
in which he might securely conceal himself 
while lady Victoria remained. 

This was an opportunity for gratifyingtusi 
anxious wish too favourable to be neglected. 
Orlando returned to the company, and 
watched an auspicious moment to escape, 
when the guests were arranging themselves 
at the banquet. 

In perfect secrecy Hugo conducted him 
to the grotto, where he had not long con- 
cealed himself, when she, whom Heaven had 
forn^d to reward his virtues, and constitute 
his happiness, first appeared to him. 



Along th^ eolonOfade Viotovia lightly 
iNHMid^, Faiiinelli and IU>8(^ia swiftly fol^ 
lowing. Her movem^t evinced nothing 
of an invalid ; her light airy step proclaim- 
ed more of a sylph, or wood-nymph, a dar- 
Uag of Helie and the Graces, Victoria's 
impatience brought her first to t;he window 
contiguous to Orlando's ambuscade* The 
light &om the hanqueting-room gleamed 
sufiicWntly upon her face to shew it perfect- 
ly to her attentive observer. She looked 
earnestly into the room, and then drew back 
a few paces, to give her companions the 
same advantage she had enjoyed. After 
fionie moments contemplation of the gay 
scene, Victoria broke silence, in a soft, cau- 
tious tone, but so articulate, that Orlando 
lost not one word. 

^ Look, dearest madam, at my insidious 
uncle — how amiable he looks ! how sweetly 
he now smiles upon that lovely girl ! Ah, 
copte, conte ! how man can smile, and smile, 
and he a villain ! Who could behold his 
ingenuous countenance, and conceive such 
a licentious heart had shelter in his bosom !" 

She paused; the most inter^ting pen- 
siveneas stole orer her animated face. At 
length she proceeded — " Alas, my friend ! 



128 ROMANCE OF THE PYRENEES. 

and is it surely possible, that be whom, irom 
my earliest days, I loved and reverenced 
with the affection and duty of a child, could 
really have meditated my destruction ?" 

An unbidden tear strayed down her love- 
ly cheek, which Ursuline,. with maternal 
tenderness, kissed away ; and the venerable 
Ursuline was at that moment the only being 
upon earth whom Orlando envied. 

A sudden sound of mirth called Victorians 
attention to another part of the room. — 
" Ah !" she exclaimed, " there are the dear 
De Harcourts ! Happy girls ! But for my 
naughty unde, I should not be here, steal- 
ing a peep at them ; I should be with them, 
and one of the gayest of the gay.'* 

'* And yet," said Ursuline, gravely, " my 
sweet child must ever surely feel the spot 
where Virtue has placed her the most at- 
tractive." 

Victoria deeply blushed. — ** Forgive," 
sjjie cried, " this little flight of levity upon 
seeing the alluring mirth of my innocent 
young friends. Assuredly I do not regret 
the choice my heart has made ; nor can yoinr 
pupil ever find that path gloomy which Vir- 
tue guides, or that spot attractive where she 
is not." 



r 



BOMANCE OF THE PYRENEES. 129 

Ursuline smiled approbation, and Victo- 
ria's vivacity returned. — ** Rosolid," said 
sbe, ** there are several handsome strangers 
among the men ; pray which of them is 
conte di Urbino ?" 

*' I have been looking fbr his lordship 
some time," replied Rosolia, *' but cannot 
see him anywhere/' 

'^ Look again," said Victoria, who, stand-, 
ing behind her, playfully threw her fingers 
across Rosolia's eyes in the form of specta^ 
des ; ** look again, and through a pair of 
spectacles you cannot choose but see him.^' 

'^ Indeed he is not there," said Rosolia. 

^ Come, describe your Adonis to me ; and 
^ I am taller than you, perhaps I may be 
able to find him out" 

** That lady Victoria could readily do, 
without my description, were he there, since 
he as much surpasses the rest of mankind in 
beauty and elegance, as she does every "* 

Victoria here put her hands upon Roso- 
lia's mouth, imd, laughing, said — ^ Do you 
not think, madam, that poor Bosolia is in 
iove, and has lost, with her heart, the fai* 
<^ty of seeing ? Or is it, Rosa, that you . 
fwjc been in love^ and, now recovered from 
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that Ae$^T9t» maladj^y tat nowhcoe^ ste a 
being equal to the paragon ycnw* kifatiHited 
ftoiejr had portrayed? But emne^ let die^e 
If I cannot trace catt this nmipareil.'^ 

And now, with smiling, playful awhtieai, 
Victoria scanned over all ^ msde strsmgers 
within her view, rejecting the idea of eai^, 
as she criticised him, being the irpestetibfe 
tlrbkid, by finding, from her mode itivesti- 
gatioii, sotne ludicrous Memish' in fm» ot fi- 
gure, ungcnntal to the deity of Rosola'd hS^ 
ktry; 

« Alte !** *e^ at length cried, **^ he «» 
surely i» net among them f Bbt where can 
the teazmg truant be? NotMi^ but the 
maehin^ioia^ of that odious ll^Utle CupM 
could have played me such a provotdo^ 
ttick ! Depend upon it, Hosotia, your coute 
ik Faragoni is no loAger heart-whole ; and 
that, poor lartguiBhing dnme ! he has" got into 
some sly comer, out of our sight, eithter to 
tnake love to^ or contemplate (%e petitions 
of his adoralde. Ok^ if It be sOi fishy iSie 
.Wind urchin avenge my bitfter diisappcnnti^ 
ment upon them both ! May Urbino^ hesrt 
he perforated thix)ugft and through !' and 
may the abominable nymph fill' as Many* ftik 
thorns ideep in love with him, as I am now 
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OD^whelmeil with noortifieation at my dis- 
ai^pouitment! For, to ood&ss the honest 
truth, curiosity brought me hither, solely to 
see that intecesting, though unfortunate 
yomig man, whom emd destiny has thrown 
upon the pioteetion of oante di Vicenasa/' 

The bcwt of Orlando almost bounded 
fiom its seat with diflferent emotions ; but 
still be eontriTed to conceal his feelings and 
faimsielf fit>m. obseryatian p while, with pen^- 
sive eigemess, Victoria anxiously looked 
diaough the SK^per-room in seairch of him. 

^ So, <li)en» he seedly is not to be £)und; 
and aii I have obtaiiaed, by IhiB expedition, 
is the horrid mortification of finding that 
eomte de Montfbrt will not die fi>ir me. See 
how proyokkigly gay the apostate seems, 
nd what indefkt^able pains he takes to 
look isredstible ! Surdy, if I longer con- 
tenq^ate his fisdnations, I shall at last be 
Ysuaqnished.'' 

Victoria now throwing into her &ce a lu* 
dicrous expression of admiration, Ursuline, 
in laughing^ ^trofe to suppress a'oough; 
and jtbe speaking oocmtenanoe of Victo- 
rib instMitly <9hanged fix«n ike burlesque 
to ^e moat tender solicitude.* — *VAfa, 
Hea^enr flhe exehvoied, '^ my more than 
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mother, you have got cold in your kind 
indulgence to my foolish wish ! We will go 
in immediately." 

^ No,** said Ursuline ; ** I have not got 
caid, my sweet, apprehensive child ! Stay 
and amuse yourself a little Icmger." 

** No, not for worlds ! now the idea of 
your sufiering fix>m the night-mr is awaken- 
ed. On the wings of affection shall you 
now be borne to your chamber. Come, dear 
RosoUa, and we will fly away with her from 
danger r and throwing one of. her beautiful 
arms plaj^Uy round Ursuline, and Rosolia 
doing the same, they affecti(mately hurried 
her along the colonnade. 

Orlando stood gazing after Victoria while 
she appeared in view ; and when she was no 
longer to be seen, he softly articulated — 
'* Yes, most fascinating Victoria! part of 
your wish is realised ! My heart is perfo- 
rated through and through ; and were the 
rest to be fulfilled. Heaven could not grant 
more happiness to mortal !" 

Slowly he emerged from his plac6 of con* 
cealment, and returned to the company, 
with the imi^e of Victoria fixed fer ever in 
]m heart, and with every horror floating in 
his mind of the principles of him whom h^ 
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tliought Nature commanded him to vene-* 
rate, but whom the words of our heroine^ 
with his own prior observations, taught 
him to abhor ; and to owe an obligation to 
this man was henceforth torture to his vir- 
tuous mind. 

The fasdnating Victoria was now almost 
the unrivalled subject of Orlando's thoughts. 
To reside in the same house with her, and 
not endeavour again to see her, he found 
impossible. Hugo had, in the first instance, 
so successfully managed for him, that he no 
longer forbore to apply to him for assist- 
ance ; and innumerable were the stratagems 
the ingenious valet devised for his master'^ 
obtaining views of Victoria, without her 
being likely to discover him ; for, as Orlando 
waa convinced his uncle and the dnchessa 
had some reasons for . |iot choosing to make 
him known to Victoria, his pride and recti- 
tude forbade his intruding conte di Urbino 
upon her knowledge or observation. 

But while Oi;}ando believed the numoeu- 
vres of Hugo were carried on with impene- 
trable secrecy, by a variety of ways they be- 
came known to so many of the domestics^ 
that conte di Urbino's love for lady Victo- 
lia at length became a comquon topic of oon- 
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vcmntfen tnong (Aieni, &ad, in due tioi^ 
naehed tlie e«n» of Potfcbw^ who bid hmg 
BmmeA, through pvesenkiitfeiit, to anticipate 
tiiiB ev€Qft; and dvea^Kng Orlando as a moat 
Ibnniiable rrrai, he delayed not one instant 
longer to put his villainous scheme against 
Viotoria in exeeisitieii. Hie airangements 
had alt been Icmg made with Garoias, MiaiJH^ 
peeted by Elrim, to wiK»n he first impart- 
ed his dveadful eemmunieiltions tbeverjdagr 
fOfon whkh he had determined Ibr Vi^t(V 
fia's departure (rom tiie chftteeu. 

The billet whieh €«i|ted Elvira ftom Ur- 
suliiie and Victoria^ upon that m^moraMe 
day, was fiom Yioenza, demaiMlbig an im- 
medkte interview in a cave at die extie- 
mity ef the grounds, whete all liheir sebemes 
of vilkaiiy werecenatasstly diseussedv to avoid 
the posinUiity of anifoular deteetlon. 

Cionte Vicemsa, wittiouti mueh prc&oe or 
extenuation, unfolded to Elvka the lull es*. 
tent of Ms diatx^eid seb^nes to gub-pos- 
session of Victoria, and the ^sAates of Ari- 
osto, und, with the utmost eooli^ess^ issued 
his ordiers to her to perfimn the part in this 
imquitous Arama wludi he had assigned to 
her. 

The horrid amasBemeBit of Eivka eaMiet 
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brportray^d bjr our feehte pen. The tw- 

knee cf her passions would have tM|^tiicr 

torebet ; but her former erimes obiigeil her, 

tiiFough i€ar of temporal pifii»hm«t, to 

plunge yet deeper into the stream of goUt 

Her murder c^ her &ther was not unknown 

to Fb!ydot« ; and he threatened her whh 

mtant impeadiment for that atrockwB 

erime, tf she did not &fiy enter int^ hiff |Nrat. 

jects, and immediately obey bis commands. 

Thus menaced, Elvira was oompeUedia 

sequiesee. Farinelli was dismissed, under 

the appearanee of mysterious resentment^* 

Victorist sent from the ehfttean, as alveady 

shited*->-dnd every means taken to iMin«»te, 

that signora Farinelli had been tvying to 

promote an union between lier pupil aodim 

indigent kinsman of her own. 

To isave appearaneea^ Octaim and Hem 
were sent wfth Yictwia. Among the at- 
(endaats were some men belonging to due 
piedaoeous society. 6areia8,willi a chosen 
band, was wsSting their arriiml ini the foresl^ 
where the driven^ some ^ the banditti, ecm- 
veyed the carriage. 

The innooeht fow among the att^Mbnts 
were sacrificed without mercy, and the fo- 
mdes carried to tiie eesCle, wheie^i^y Foly- 
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jdore's desire, Gardas was to ha^e the chidf 
management of terrifying Victorifi into bis 
yillainpus purpose, while don Manuel had 
only a sulx^xlinate part assigned to him in 
this diabolical drama. 

When our poor heroine was borne by the 
ruffians into the kitchen of the Pyrenean 
castle, Teresa was employed in scouring 
away the blood of lago, which don Manuel, 
in a paroxysm of frenzied passion, had inhu- 
manly shed. 

The ill-fated lago. had lived to that age 
when mental debility sinks the adult to se- 
cond childhood. The wpm-put faculties of 
lago had, for some weeks past, proclaimed 
his approach to that humiliating period of 
imbecility. A momentary .^uspension had 
been observed to steal over his memory 
aometimes, or his natural taciturnity give 
way to wild and unaccustomed garrulity. 
In one of these latter kinds of paroxysms, 
the unfortunate creature accused don Ma- 
nuel of innumerable crimes which he never 
had committed, and concluded with telling 
hiin that he knew his villainous schemes 
against Matilda, and would apprise Frands- 
eo of them. 

Don Manuel, not in tl^e least aware of the 
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da^angement of the poor man's mind, was 
worked, by this supposed insolence and 
alarming threats, into a delirium of the most 
outrageous and ungovernable fury, in which 
he cruelly terminated the existence of this 
poor old faithful domestic. 

The apparently-supernatural voice, which 
struck our heroine and Octavia with such 
trembling awe, was no other than Fran- 
dsco's. The monk often availed himself 
of the knowledge of a secret passage which 
wound round the kitchen, and over its 
roof, through the Mosaic work of which he 
often, from auricular and ocular demonstra* 
tion, learned events which it was intended 
should never be known to him. In some 
of these invisible rounds he heard Gardas 
and don Manuel talk upon the subject of 
Victoria's, expected arrival : he was there- 
fore upon the watch, and beheld her the 
QK)ment she was brought into the kitchen. 
Her youth, beauty, and misfortunes, forci- 
bly interested the good properties of his 
heart ; and from the impulse of the mo- 
nient, when he saw the anguish of mind 
the apprehensive delicacy of her feelings 
had awakened, upon hearing the carousals 
of the banditti at supper, in a kmd of hall 
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a^ropriate to the oommon meis, almost 
eoRtiguoos to the kitchen, he spoke those 
words wfaieh echo, and the strange agency 
of sound through the wood- work, caused 
to produce so extraordinacy an e£^t. 

When don Manuel first beheld Victoria, 
he was waiting to receive her, in full ex- 
pectation of signalizing himself in the cha^ 
raoter assigned to his performance : but the 
moment he saw her, he repented having 
unatortakeft any thing that could distress 
her ; aind when he beard her speak, so fom- 
Uy (fid the plaintive sweetness of her voice, 
with the style and manner of her conversa- 
tio» and deportment, remind him of Viola, 
that, had he followed the impulse of his 
heart, he would have folded her with pa- 
ternal tenderness in his arms, wept over 
her, and promised to protect her. But the 
wary eye of Garcias was upon him, and he 
feared his ridicule and censure for ilicon'rast- 
ency. Unwillingly, therefore, he now pro- 
ceeded in the plot; and, though so famed 
for dissimialation, his real admiration of our 
heroine prevented his sustaining the part of 
her lover with any degree of energy. Al- 
most any other woman wouU have fbuad 
his assidufties noem alarming; Init tiiere 
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waa soHiething so sacred in the inaocenee 
and purity of Victoria, that even the pro- 
fligate Manuel would have perished sooner 
than have allowed a word or look to escape 
him, which could have given her trembling 
delicacy a single wound ; and besides the 
respect Victoria inspired don Manuel with, 
he looked upon her as the devoted property 
of conte Vicenza, and his own heart be 
&neied preocctipied by the image of the 
mOTe dazzlingly-beautiful Matilda. 

Francisco^ from the moment he saw Vic- 
toria, and heard the few words c^ sympathy 
she uttered to her companions in distress, 
like his son, became so interested for her, 
that he at length resolved to disperse the 
rui&ans, to give himself time to learn what 
exactly was the villainous plot formed far 
her destruction, that, if possible, he might 
subvert it To the gong therefore he had 
recourse; and don Manuel and his adhe- 
rents, believing, from its sound, the terrible 
approach of danger from the Inquisition, 
betook themselves to their hiding-places, 
leaving the domestics behind to take care 
of the captives, but, from the nature of the 
fortress, with means in thdir power to esh 
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cape, even were the forces of the supreme, 
council within the castle. 

Diego and Juan, our reader may re- 
member, conducted the three new female 
captives to the chamber prepared for them. 
Elfridii had been performing some of his 
nocturnal inflictions, when, the sound of 
the gong proclaiming danger, he was hasten- 
ing through that very chamber a short way 
back to his cell, to secure his important de- 
posit before he should attempt to escape, 
when the above party reached the door. 
Believing them to be a troop of officials, he 
fastened the door against them, to shut 
' them out while he should eflFect his retreat: 
and, by striving to accumulate fastenings, 
he, in his terror and confusion, drew back 
the locks and bolts; by which means the 
entrance of Victoria into the room was no 
longer impeded; when Elfridii, as much 
alarmed as herself, precipitately retreated 
through a trap-door, close to the spot where 
she fell ; and we need now scarcely tell our 
readers, that the mysterious blood, some- 
times seen in that chamber, was Elfridii's, 
flowing from his wounds, while passing 
that way, after some dreadful penitential 
infliction. 
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From the moment of Orlando's seizure 
by Gardas, until Francisco's return from, 
Madrid, Lorenzo sufiered the most dread- 
ful mental anguish. But although the 
monk's friendship for the supposed Sebas- 
tian induced him to break his faith with hi$ 
associates, and assure the wretched pre- 
ceptor of the safety of his beloved pupil, 
Lorenzo still was miserable. Deprived, as 
he believed, for ever of him who had re- 
conciled him to existence, life lost every 
charm. Having now no longer employ- 
ment to beguile his wo, the misfortunes of 
hi» life pressed heavily upon his memory. 
Sadness and he became again inseparaUe 
companions; a settled melancholy stole 
over his whole aspect ; and a prey to the 
Dttost corroding grief Victoria first beheld 
him. Don Manuel really esteemed this 
still to him unknown captive^ and, wishing 
to steal from his sorrows as much as pos- 
sible, had pressed him to come to his table 
^ often as inclination should lead him 
tha'e. Our reader may suppose that was 
hdt seldom, until Victoria allured him thi- 
ther. From Teresa he leamt the arrival of 
^w ca|)tives; at)d the account she gave 
him of our heroine induced hifn^ through 
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]Mly, to Appear 8t lH*eakfast. Charmed bj 
her exterior, he Mt the most lively intere&t 
awakened in his breast : but when the sound 
cf her Toice ^struck on bis ear, so feitlrfuHy 
did every tone resound Viola's, that trk 
heart's ileepest wounds wwe rtot open fit 
once, and tbe emotions of his bosom were 
strongly portrayed l^ his intellig^it coun- 
tenance ; and it was with infinite struggk 
he -could command Ms fortitude to^cailm his 
ramtal anguish. But in tlie course ci^t 
in(»view, so foreibly did her manners and 
ex:presston -of countenance, as well as her 
voice, resemble Viola, that all his firmness 
was at length subdued, and be #as osm- 
pefled to ffight, to give his angiiish utt^- 
anee. 

As the night bad passed without ^ 
threatened danger being realised, Garoas 
ncntured "forth from his fortress, to watA 
and torture t^e child of Clementina. Dob 
Manuel, ^bA of an excuse to be spared <be 
disftgreei&le ta^ of increasii^ the ^Bicticm 
df iiis lofveiy, interesting -cqAive, aUkdtd 
gSSl to appreliend danger, and semabied in 
dtnbtrsh; and sliortly after, tiie puisuit 4f 
Mafiida taBed bim and hiB ^HgMs » 
^Mfy "ftom the tui^. 
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Oaring the ifirst darjr ^ their meeting, the 
adtturation of Lorenzo for Victc^ria Mpi^ 
angment^ ; but when, in the cotirse df that 
day's conv^sation, she announced to faim 
her name aiiA femMy, wi4^ the most pain- 
fill exertions only <m\lA be repress bis emo- 
tions and oon<^eal himself. From t^at mo- 
ment he looked upon her as his child ; he 
watched over her with a ffifther's ^oniaed 
sdicitttde, and his heart bled, whilst it 
tKsabled at the dangers which isoiTOnnded 
her. On the first evening of bis introduce 
tioQ to our heroine, the tinkling of a faeU 
(cur reader perhaps remembers the dromn- 
stance) called him from the parlour. It 
yffm the ^Mmsmons of Francisco, to give the 
sapp«K9ed Sdbastiaii the transport; of again 
be^cKng his beloved young pupM. 



CHAFTER XL 

W^^)^ 'Oilfliido -MStamed Aotn the chase, 
and heard, fireta \d& -Hdthftil Hugo, of the 
■ijrtftettoiiS'depaiixite 6f laAy Victoria, the 
KMir krip ie sii t te irbrfla ^ 'Ind beaxA her 



\ 
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speak in reprehension of oonte Vicenzai 
arose to his imagination as dreadful phao- 
toms of alarm. Half-frantic with honid 
apprehensicms and vague conjectures, he 
flew to. the duchessa, when his agonized 
emotions, while earnestly supplicating to 
learn from her the fate and destination oi 
Victoria, betrayed the ardent passion he en- 
tertained for her. 

The duchessa was dreadfully affected at 
the prospect of misery her crimes had aided 
to entail upon this. beloved youth, whom 
she firmly believed her child ; yet the fear 
of condign punishment prevented her be- 
traying the secrets of the guilty Polydcae. 
But from the ^parent conflict of her mind, 
Orlando gathered sufficiaiit to be convinced 
that conte Vicenza was a villain. Under 
this conviction he hastened to him, regard- 
less of interest, propriety, or indeed any 
consideration but Victoria's safety, and de- 
manded to know whither he had sent her. 
High words, of course, ensued ; and Orlando 
gained nothing by his youthful temerity 
and icppetuo^ity, but a confirmation of every 
agonizing fear for Victoria's safety. 

To the wood Orlando now bent his wayr 
his thoughts full of agonizing griei^ and 
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otxidtisly wishing to save, if possible, the 
fiiscinating Victoria trom some dreadful 
seheme of Villainy. But totally unacquaint- 
ed with tlie scheme itself, he knew not 
what measure to adopt to counteract it; 
and while he lay by the lake side, ruminat- 
ing in deep despair and anguish, a puppy 
dog, training by Polydore, and a great fa- 
vourite with him, ran away ^ith a letter 
his master had dropped from h packet, 
which he was about to burn. 

Plorio, directed by Providence, scamper- 
ed close to where Orlando lay, playfully 
tossing from him, snapping up and worry- 
ing the paper he had, by this time, crumpled 
into a ball. Conte Vicenza pursuing him 
with vehement execrations and threats, Or- 
lando instantly conjectured that some im- 
portance was attached to Florio's plaything; 
and hoping it might prove a clew to his 
present perplexities, resolved, if possible, to 
gain possession of it. Florio still, as if guid- 
ed by that Power who guards the just, in 
scampering round Orlando, dropped the pa- 
per so close to him, that by changing his 
position, he efiectuidly hid it from the in-' 
quiring eyes of Polyd<»e ; and Florio, plung- 

VOLi IV. H 



ing iQto.^the lake, bw^iu to the 'a|?pnw4p 
ish<ae ; wheKi €OBte Vioenss^ 'believii;^ ,tbe 
jjiOg had lost the paper while in the waler^ 
«od that all was therefore safe, r^rned 
quite satisfied into the houae; when Or- 
kndo, in perusing a letter from Gardas to 
Polydore^ discovtered whitiiier Vktoria mm 
to be conveyed; and every horrid eoq^jec- 
ture, relatiye to her tintended fate, he laow 
found si^rpassed by the re^lity~*fio w«e|l 
knowing Garoias, and the tmnsaQtions of 
ihe Pyrenew Castie, that, •aliTdiQst &f9fvpied 
% horror and appireheniftoii, he stifflnaoned 
H«^, and set off instantly for Spaio. 

With almoBt incradiUe 4$peed he readif^ 
BoussiUoiii, .whf^re be left Hugo, still tvM^- 
ftii of hi6 faith to dpn Manuel; ai^ pvo^- 
ii\g hii30sdf witAi «L^<iide, ^eiMy ect^Bsed jihe 
Pyifenec^, and !r'eacbe4 Cadaqiie^ 4he «^fiw- 
ing after Victoria had f«itfred the ca^- 
{mfUBdiate^ )he in^uii^ his way to the 
Observ^antn^ Mpnaisteiy, to whkh h^ Idt- 
tens £»r Fifanoi^eo had ^w^y^ hem diluted ; 
land &s he ym .about to lea^ ^ hililat for 
;hiQQ th^e, th^ voioe of Us wniowble >fr4^ 
biddipg ^ po^ieir ^opd evening 0^ufk 
joyfully :Hp0n kh Qar» Me m^iu^y x^\reA 
from the gate, ai)^ though paii^qUy im- 



pftti^Qt, waited mti\ they h^d cleared the 
town befpre he accosted Franeiaco. The 
joy ai)d surprise of the monk nearly sub- 
dued his faqqlties. However, supported by 
fm young friendt b^ quickly reached h^s 
dwelling; where Orlando hastened to re^ 
Jieve Francisco's nn^ious curiosity, by pnak- 
ii^ a faithful narrative- pf what had drawn 
hm to that interdicted spot. 

The distress and coni^ternation of Fran- 
dseo were extreme : at length, however, his 
love for Orlando, and interest for Victoria, 
conquered, and he promised every aid in 
her e^trieation, that was not likely to me- 
nace the safety of dpn Manud. — " But tp 
attempt her rescue without due delibera- 
tiop/' be said, ** roust only prove the de- 
struction pf their fearful enterprise;" for, in 
aiddition tp the necessary prudence of cau- 
ti<Mi, Francisco wished for some pretence to 
detain his beloved protig^ some time near 

At length liprenzo was summoned. — 
Finpcisco revealed gently to him the plea- 
fDFe which awaited him : yet it is impossible 
for ws to describe tfee joy of the unconscipus 

i^afchjBr w4 «Wt »t ^»« wpr^ mgetm^^ Lp- 
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renzo was soon informed what magnet drew 
his pupil into such danger. The mutual 
love of this beloved pupil and Victoria, un- 
der happier circumstances, would have been 
a source of real satisfaction to him ; but 
under such inauspicious influence he dread- 
ed every misfortune for them ; and his own 
miseries from disappointed love taught him 
to anticipate every evil, and to tremble for 
his darling's future happiness. 

Almost the whole of this night they 
dedicated to consultation; and after innu- 
merable schemes were discussed and reject- 
ed, it was at length determined, that, as 
Hippolyto, Orlando should enter the castle 
— a disguise so secure, that no danger of 
detection could possibly be apprehended. 
Francisco knew how to prepare a perfectly- 
innocent lotion, that would dye the com- 
plexion to the exact tint necessary. Hip- 
polyto had quitted the castle at such ao 
age, that much personal alteration must be 
expected in him ; and all that could be re- 
membered of him was the symmetry of his 
figure, the harmony and intelligence of his 
features ; and the sound of his voice, from 
having learned all their mental improve- 
ment from the same instructor, being often 



eomakce; of the fybknees. 149 

thought analogous to the supposititious 
Theodore's, nothing, therefore from personal 
detection, was to be apprehended. lago was 
no more ; a clever domestic was wanted in 
bis department. Francisco informed don 
Mso^uel that Hippoly to was returned from 
the service of the Inquisition, and recom- 
mended him to supply lago's place. The 
wishes of Francisco were as laws, neither 
was he to be questioned ; and without any 
apprehension, Orlando assumed that cha- 
racter which gave him the power of being 
near, speaking to, and protecting the idol 
of his affections. 

As Garcias had assigned to himself the 
part of terrifying our poor heroine by every 
means,, our reader can readily suppose he 
could not ado^t a more effectual method 
than by feigning love for her. A heart like 
his could iiot admit the tender passion ; but 
his pretence of it was meant to increase the 
horrors of her situation. Her shriek reached 
the ears of Elfridii, who was passing tnrough 
the vaults beneath the library. Attracted 
by the sound of distress, he instantly arose 
through a trap-door. For a length of time 
this miserable penitent had shunned the 
sight of Garcia ; and in that time every 
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^pedm <^ eoiitiitibn had M emtidat^d, ^ 
cftiimged him» tbut bis once prnttetetmseSka 
knew bim not : and the crimes of Giurdas 
made him so very a cowait), where afty idM 
of the sdpettiatural e^tisted, that he tl^tdbled 
at bdng alone in th^ library, or any paH ^ 
the cafttle which tradition repotted to be^ 
haunted. This trap-door he wasf una6- 
quainted with ; and he hesitated not to be^ 
lieve that Elfiidii was the apparition of 
some person whom he himself had murdet^ 
ed, and in this belief retreated in dismay. 

Gardas, alarmed at the sin^kr inteimp' 
tion his persecution of^ Victoria had expe* 
rienced, feared just then to return, but aent 
Alonzo to watoh and to torment her. But 
that subtile wretdi, enamoured of Vietoriaffei 
beauty, resolved to turn the golden oppdr** 
tunity to his own advantage. His dei^;^ 
-was to omy off our heroine during the 
absence of don Manuel and 6ai*ciaa ; and by 
seeming to act from their order, to deceive 
Diego, and elude immediate pursuit; to 
convey bis prize to a convent in Mure^ 
where his sister, as profiigate as himself wds 
prioress ; there to use every means t0 eem« 
pel Victoria to become his wife; and to se* 
eure himself from the vengeance of bis ixA* 



qiiito»9 bfottlerhood, l^ snerifidsg t))eni/ 
Amugb hSs sisfter^s tneai%&, to the Imtoisik 
tiM. To Haro his plausible story wae^ 
that ho mefflit to marry her the moment^ 
they should reach a place of ffiii^y ; and 
that bo pOTfjosed: eonlh^ing lady Vktorm iti 
a im^nitetery utitll she siettled k handsome 
fhitune upon them^ and pujrchlifsed noblKty 
for hkn. Hero, elated by siieh a brilliant 
proBpectr overlooked tl>e injustke whieh 
must lead her to it; and doon, inebriated 
by Tc^ity and love, forgot tite very few 
g^ properties her beiirt had ever k^im. 
Tho evening Victoria was diSsed by 
lAttrtn from the piazza, the interment of tbe^ 
nnfortutiate lago took place; and his was 
the coffin she MW through the chami be^ 
Math her feet. A signal fh>fn the artillery, 
antioumeliig an engagement between one ef 
Aieir piraftical brlgtantine& and some other 
^pv drew Akmzo and the sepulchral ruf« 
frm^ to the ramparts^, to leHm- the issue, 
^ictdittt, jn flying from tbem^ Ibund bet' 
viiy into a private garden ElfHdii h^d, inf 
bii fivst armngeaients with dom Mannie)^ 
ftf^topviaited to bis own* aole use. In some* 
^ hiswttndcnringer be had forgotten to s^ 
met thf dt0V frocQ i^ ^tkiiht&f }af wbkH 
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Victoria entered; and it is now scarcely, 
necessary to inform our teoA&r, the figure 
which so alarmed faer was no other than 
Elfridii performing some of his dreadful 
self4nflictions. 

Notwithstanding that Garcias did not re* 
side now in the castle^ he was near enough, 
to manage many of the operations in it; 
and his agents effected the removal of Oc* 
tavia during a short absence of Diego, when 
Juan couM securely infuse laudanum suffi- 
cient into the food of the female captives, 
to make them sleep profoundly. The mys- 
terious disappearance of signora Bernini was 
to terrify Victoria, while her absence wa^ 
to render the situation of this devoted vic- 
tim more, comfortless and forlorn. 
. In one of FrancisGO*s visits to Orlando at 
Madrid, be conveyed a request from Ma- 
tilda fc^ a portrait of Orlando. A remark- 
ably-fine likeness was therefore taken of 
him when he went to France and sent to 
her by Francisco^s means; which portrait 
was purloined fi-om the podcet of Matilda^ 
with her purse and some valuable trinkets, 
in the church of Santa Maria, by Guzman, 
an officiating father, ivho was no other than 
one of the ruffisAs employed in the eonvey^i 
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ance of Octavia from Victoria's chamber. 
In examination of his prize, he was struck 
by the strong resemblance the picture por- 
trayed, and determined upon giving it to 
don Manuel, by whom he thought such a 
discovery as it indicated would be con- 
sjidered of importance, and much more 
likely to redound to his advantage, than 
the concealment of the brilliants could pos- 
sibly do. The moment he had made this 
determination, he was summoned upon his 
mission to Victoria's chamber; and anxious 
to secrete the picture from all but don S^Ia- 
nuel, he thrust it into his bosom — ^frora 
whence its own weight forced it, in his e?^- 
ertions to lift Octavia's bed from off the 
platform on which it sank, and upon which 
the portrait of Orlando arose. Its being in 
a black shagreen case prevented Victoria's 
observing it, until, in the bustle occasioned 
by Hero's illness, the case had been burst 
open by being trod upon, when the bril- 
liancy of the- gems arrested her attention. 

Although Lorenzo believed it would be 
almost ail impossibility for Victoria to be- 
hold his fascinating pupil with indifierence, 
he yet was anxious for the moment to ar- 

. H 8 



live, when sh^ ^ould see Mm In hit pmiper 
person, that he tbeq might jtid^ ^ tiib at- 
tachment was likefy to beeoqie Mciprcxyl. 
When theneibve she diseovered the portnft 
to him, with sudi artless and^ evident mails 
of admiration^ chatvaed and delighted) Lo- 
renao reedlved^ by evasive answers, tos)»- 
pear igoorant of tiie original, and leave 1^ 
picture in her possessi<m for Aiither osn- 
templatioii-^ which he doubted not mint 
prove to his beloved puptl"^ advantage; sad 
thpoii^h these means, be was not long Ml 
to tremUe for the happiqess of Orkndo 
irom inaiiS|^cious love. 

By means also of this portfiut^ FntfidMo 
l^rned, that in promotiiig the sehefioss sf 
his prot^g^j he was Ifkeiy^ in eveiy way, 
to ;advanoe the happiness of the intei^ing 
young captive ; since it wi(s bis fkBA(f9i 
which so distvessed and alarined ber^ ai be 
opened a> private passive, intending tat(ke 
a short way aciuss^ the libc^iy to his e|i^ 
apaitmentsi when, unabservedi for. some 
moments, he surprised^ Vieto^* wMping 
over this tohiin wellJcnowJ!^ Mfi^ndtatttie^ sad 

beand the few desppn^li^gworcbsbeuRGfiA' 
sciously artieulated 3 andAoni that mcfiicit 
he became more anitious than even before 



I 



t& effMI her r ^seufe fiMHi the i^atiioui^ 
li»({^«8 fopitied agftiMt her. 



CKAPTSR 



We imist noMT beg leave to return with* 
0ttr Kader to take a view of Ma^lda. She 
had been spared the {mng of believing On 
lando had beeli assassinated*, as, Stom the 
mement of hiis seinare tintil FraneiM>^s re^ 
turn- ftom Madrid, she heard nothing of the 
tiwiaactions at the casfle. Sut wh^i the 
monk told her the srtd intelligenee of her 
belored young fHend^s having been taken 
from hia proteetion^ and the probabilit)^ 
tiiere existed of her nev^r aeeing him more, 
ber distress was so poignant, that^ fearing its 
imoa* «p«, her Health. Frtndsco was in- 
diioed^ to grant peipmisrion for her^ aeeomi- 
pmying ddnna Hortensia (an amiable and 
vmoommmily iDvely y^ulig woman^ whose 
ftklMUhip^ffhe had ^nefd in tb^ convent of 
fiaMtB Marfa)*oif ai sliott vinf' to> the perants 
of thait! young Mfi retlcHng at La CaKdina^ 
but wil^ pestlivo iig«iBCtioiisf^ to appear no 
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where unveiled, mA not to g6_to any pub- 
lic entertainment whatever during her stay 
in Andalusia. 

As their journey drew close to its termi-^ 
nation, the carriage they travelled 1q was 
stopped in a lonely part of the Sierra Morena, 
through which tlie road to La Carolina lay, 
by a party of don Manuel's banditti. Their 
attendants were too few to attempt conten* 
tion ; and these t\yo beautiful girls, with an 
old duenna, were upon the pi^nt of becom- 
^ing a prey to these desperate ruffians, when 
Froyidence sent two valiant cavaliei:s» with 
their guides and other attendants, to their 
respu^« The brigands fled discomfited^ and 
the gallant champiotis safely oonduoted the 
rescued damsels to the house of don Oliva- 
rez Fiaro Ferdinsuido St* Estxevan^ 
, Donna Rodolpba, the mother of Horten- 
sia, wiui tnily a woman of the woild, and 
knew full keenly how to twine every inci- 
dent sbe met with to her family's advantage. 
Her don was of the Hi4algo: but few were 
the pistoles he had to bestow upon his cbiL 
dren ; and quickly this politic woman foimi 
out that the tyro cavalier» wem wcU wort^ 
the atteutiofi c^her speculative genius^ wHse 
one was the Fceiich marquis de Xrianoourt, 
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the Other the Italian conte Ariostxx both 
oome from France to join the regiment of 
the latter^ which was then halting a few 
days at La Carolina, on its way to Cadis. - 

Donna Rodolpha's eldest daughter^ Sera* 
pfaina, was fully equal to Hortensia in tiien* 
tal and personal attractions ; but lovely as 
they were, and partial as their mother was 
to their perfections, she was compelled to 
acknowledge to herself th^t donna Matilda 
was more strikingly beautiful than either of 
them, and therefore a most dangerous and 
unwelcome competitor. The injunctions^ 
therefore, of Francisco, were most rigidly 
adhered to, and poor Matilda ccmfined with 
the old govemiunte and the younger girls 
to a sequestered apartment, during the visits 
of Alphonso and his friend, except when it 
were posmble, without aiiigularity, to appear 
veiled before them. 

Veiled or unveiled, Matilda might have 
iqppeared before Alphonso without injury to 
the politics of donna Rodolpha» shtice.gkxy 
was then the idol of his homage, and Pallas 
Uflttiped the entire dooiinion over his mind ; 
and the fascinating St Estrevans he beheld 
unmoved- Kot so the marquis de lian- 
eottrt, who^ in six montbs: aftar hb intro- 
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ihotion tober, Isd tbe iMdy Seittf&tei^ til 
the hiynim9A aitaor. 

MstHda bekel^ Alpkonsa equal in Sgups 
to. libe iufipMed Theodore, in fiice mofe to 
her fan^^ and in mmBen too cafrt&vaeting 
fior her repote. SI0 wa9 jouf^» uoknciwiiig 
dT the mokd^ higU^r M>aasi1le» and }Q»g peMi 
op m doistety whcse that fomanoe had 
been^ tncotinged hf %i»ofaiioe and inaetioni 
A^pbdnso. had rewiied faw ffom ^leaiwutmnH 
oii 0W17 riile oB Ktna^nce deimaiBded h^ 
hsart^ whi^tlttr solicited <»r not, in reeonft^ 
penoi^} and she retuttied &0m her Spst vidt 
tOL lA»e vmM, to Santa M»na» with tlie image 
of Alpfacnao m mddlibkf stamfied upen* h€f 
h«niv w' ViotoHafs ww ka^Bvessed upon Oi^ 
httdo?a: Bnd. i»hm» he radd^y entered 
Victoria!^ ehamber (although aware of his 
hekfig kt the: oaetle, and that to see him was 
a thing she might naturally expeet^ Matfida 
wasi so oimpOn/ieced by the emoti(Hie of her 
faeeit, thai? sise fainted^ while Alphoneo^ kpp^ 
ginoid the MKirds he> had qpehen rektivo to 
Uribikio^ uwon had so alfeeted her. The 
uaffiibdited tendernesa MatikhiFS'boioi9'€ikO- 
lidie^ &r «nnte. Aiioafo^ Mmskmed all^tiie 
<idDee(|Htti^a|HDigea in^ hm oounteaanoe^ftosi 
timttGi tii»raiid wlMkiKM^altiibutedftgr 



1}^ oto^y^et^ to dth^thei* enus^. Al^honno^ 
8mitk¥lxklf gaise confdsed her^; hk irhkHiA. 
Mis^ b0i^eri«»g lip^n ill-eoneeftted dtsguftfr, 
^ifootided her t6 the very teuh afid by 
b%htifig bc^t^ peaoe^ trit^ rot9idfy srpMadiii^ 
it» bofi^flit influenee to het fa^h ; v^hfle 
Alphdmsb noT^ one^- Mppbse^ tbe beiH^, 
whom afibetien to bis sister taugfH him to 
dislike^ y^HB the an^tmated and grateftil te9^ 
^ iHCOgtiita whom be bad resciied St^tk 
destructil)!! hi Afidahisia. 

A%o«« thi^pei*k>dofM^i1da'd return ftMfi 
her e&cui^on to^ La Carolina, the already^ 
mentioned @\i2imaR» a profligate monk of 
the j^daceous brotherhood, gained free ae« 
cess tl^ tW convent o^ Santa Maria, as one 
of the Either eonfessors. At Saftta Bfaria 
he often encetintered Frandseo; of whose 
power tbere, aiidf in the castle, be was so 
jealoiis, tbat he eagerly panted for an op- 
portmiity of feflfeietingsomethlng^ seered^ to 
riffiet Or' Jhj upe him. Long- be fid no* w^ 
^ mi^a^sr f o^grat^fy bis malidoni wishi Me 
soon learned the ^eat interest Pranaseo 
t^k in the wellkre of Matilda. Thi^ le^ 
hhn lo ohservation; and subtile itfid keieai^ 
he ^i<^I|^ iceinjecttired al! t^at was^ ftet 
concerning her. The costly rosary she wore. 
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which he well rememboed to have se^i 
ynth Viola, and many other circittnistanoes^ 
combined to lead him to conceive that this 
was no other thaa Viola's di|ild» whom re^ 
port had taught him to believe no longer 
it) existence: and by watehing Francisco> 
he found that he sometimes took her to his 
habitation, but only in the certain absences 
jof don Manuel; firom which coiyeeturing 
Francisco had some powerful motive for 
concealing her from don Maquel (whoise at- 
tadiment .to Viola his frenzy upon .her 
death revealed to all the inhabitants of the 
castle), Guzman resolved at once to disclose 
to his commandant all he knew and con- 
jectured relative to this beautiful girL 

Don Manuel, highly incensed at bis fa- 
ther's duplicity, and concealment of Viola's 
diild from him, to whose protection her 
mother, in her last moments, so impres- 
sively consigned her, instantly resolved to 
daim his right, and take her, even by force, 
from her present guardian. But Guzpian, 
ansuous as he was to subvert the .wishes of 
Francisco, also dreaded his vengeance^ and 
steongly advised don Manuel to adopt the 
^silbtile plaqf of art, for gs^ning? possj^ssicm 
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of a ward so decidedly consigned to hb 
care, so unjustifiably concealed from him* 

•* Violence will never succeed with fiither 
Francisco/' said Guzman. ** Be subtile as 
he is wary, and have retribution and ven* 
geance at the same moment, by the triumph 
of effectually overreaching him. Liet us. 
reflect before we act, and surely we shall, 
be able to adopt some plan, in which, by 
avoiding his suspicions, we shall escape his 
vengeance.** 

Don Manuel now subscribed to the {»tN 
dence of Guzman's advice; they consulted 
together; and took their measures accord-, 
ingly. Don Manuel departed from tliC; 
castle, after taking an affectionate leave of 
bis father, whom he amused with a specious, 
tale of a tedious expedition he was going 
upon, which would inevitably detain him 
some time from home. Deceived by this 
story, Francisco (as the confederates ex- 
pected), shortly after he believed don Ma- 
nuel gone, brought Matilda to the castle to 
visit Lorenzo ; and while they were aU three 
comfortably conversing, secure in imagina- 
tion from any interruption, don Manuel 
unexpectedly entered, plausibly accounting 
to ErapfusQO for bis speedy return. 



An were teitiUy dkecmoerted by his ap- 
-pemMc^i but the c^Mstematian, imy, db^ 
ittirf of Pranciseo, wstei pitiable. He expect- 
ed faiM«amly to be eotivicted 6f impomtg^ 
uffotf the credolity of bis son, and dreaded 
ev^ty etril eoneequettee to Matilda from tb fo 
uti^awmd meeting. But don Manuel, ilrlly 
e^ifiil to the piMTt he meant to play, althocigh 
forcibly struck by her dazzling beauty, And 
ther reiemblance his fancy traced in her to 
her adored mother, yet had such oomman^ 
<yf» bi0 feeling!^, that he at oftce totally put 
to fligtat the fea» and su^pidons of Fram 
ciMO. Matilda's appearance seemed to cre^ 
St9 m< Whn no degree of admimtion whm* 
ever, and only that portion of surprise whieb 
swing a young female stranger in suob a 
place might natumlly awaken;^ and when 
he afterwards took an <^pod:unity of in* 
qoiving; ftam Franciseo, who ibis young 
stranger: wa^ bis questions appeared mtftt 
as if ioMpbed hy prudence relative to the 
general safety, tban by any cariosity re^ 
qfiecthig herself. 

Ccanpletely lured into security by tkedi9^ 
siflQfuktion of don Mamiel, and eveiy appre^- 
hfOMioD kissbed, Fmndseo fliackened m Ms 
former drcannfieetioti ; and believing Aat 
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Am MAhiiel gftV(^ (fr^lt t6 tb^ istwy he ^* 
bneated o^ Mutrtdfe'^ being the cMId of EFi 
fiidii eotnmitted to his care, no kntger iEH> 
tended to the ib^need of his^ s(m, bat in« 
cttuliotHsly indulged MatiMia in viSilSrt^ hiitt 
attd Lorert^d trhetiever sihe dei^^d it ; by 
whidi metrnd don Mdnui^I bad: H-equ^nt ojw 
portimities of seeing and conterdiig itith 
her; and soon, in addi^on tohi^ wish df 
outwitting Francisdco; had H stronger induct 
went. Matilda was the chiH'df Viola-^Was 
therefore dearer to him than any thing now 
in existence; and he believed himself vkf^ 
lently in love with this benuiifUI 0rl. l^e 
ardent affection he had borne fcer mother 
he &ncted now tramferred to Matilda; but 
with it not t^t veneration-^that fearc^o^ 
fending — ^thatwii^ of making happy. Gould 
Viola have been reci^led from the grave, 
Mfr heatt would have refused the admission 
of any other object : as it was, he determine 
ed that no power on earth should pf^v^ant 
Matilda fi^m becoming his*. 

Francisco had apprised Matilda ct thear^ 
rival of Orlando at tbe eadtle, when he re- 
ttimed' thither to save Vietoria fi^m de^ 
M:rbet{on, und- proriiified her an interview 
^h Mm^ as soon as prudeneef ^ufnm Oiv 
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Isjidp^ account) would pe^nit - The time 
for her { ;yji8itiug her guardian's habitation 
was appointed. , '^he artless Matilda,, in 
transport at tbie^ id^a of 30 soon beholding 
her beloved .Theodore, whoin she had long 
beUeved she was doomed no more to see, 
by some unguarded expression, announced 
to her companions her guardian's inten* 
tion of taking her that evening to his cave, 
to see a dear friend of hers. 

, Th^ wary Guzman, who learned all this^ 
contrived to have Francisco detained at his 
cell in the fprest by a troop of pilgrims, 
while he himself went to Santa Maria, com- 

pletely uisguissu as a venerable lay-brother 
of the Obs^rvaptin^ M<Mi89t8ry, and pre- 
sented, an order to the abbess, apparently 
wiitten by Fpaacisco, %o deliver Matilda to 
bis care; and Matilda, unsuspicious of trea- 
Qhcry, cheerfully accompanied him, until 
his takipg a; diSferept path in the forest to 
that which i led to Francisco's cell, tai:^ht 
her apprehension. Ipsliantly she stopped, 
and reifused ;to {irooeed. : . 

Giizmat\, disdaining entreaty, rudely seiz- 
ed her armtf^ pjaU her onwards; and Ma- 
tilda sbnckijag vehfementiy ap he dmgged 
her witk him, b^ icries w^ere heard by Fran- 
cisco, who was then proceeding to Cada- 
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ques. The voice, he thought, resembled 
Matilda^s ; yet hers it cquld tibt lie. How- 
ever, it was certainly some female in dis- 
tress; and he pursued the sound a consider- 
able way, often shouting loudly, to alarm 
the ruffians, and give notice to the distressed 
that succour was at hand. The subtile 
Guzman, recognising Francisco's voice, in- 
stantly determined upon a change of plan. 
By this time he had been joined by tWo bro- 
ther ruffians, who were in wait for him ; and 
instead of conveying Matilda to' that part of 
the castle particularly sacred to don Ma- 
nuel, which was the original intention, they 
hurried her to one of those secret caverns 
with which the forest abounded, and, placing 
her in one of the interior cavities, from 
whence no sound could issue^, guarded her 
until midpight, when they dragged her 
thence^ and through some of the surround- 
ing subterraneous passages at length con- 
tiucted her to that very chamber in the cas- 
tle occupied by Victoria, a chaoihbr long un- 
used, and still believed to be so by Guzman. 
In the intermediate time, Francisco, after 
Wandering' about thie forest in vain for near 
«n hour, at length lio longer hfearing the 
^es, gave up the pursuit.^ Upon bis ar- 



dyil at Santa MJ^rin, dreadful were his dijih 
may and oomt^matlon^ ppan bearing of tlie 
trea^erj which had ham prac^tised by som^ 
oxie to gain possession of Matilda ; and naw 
xiQ longer in doubt as to whose shrieks he 
had heaid and followed, he retiu'v^ almost 
fisaptic to the forest; and aftet* waixdertng 
thene again* unfue^ssf^U/* for above twp 
hwx% he proceeded, overwhelmed with 
^ief aod despair, to his own apartmentP, 
where Lorenw and OrWpdp had lopg been 
an:dously waitkig the awriyal of Matilda* 

The intelligence Frandsco brought of her 
filled them both with despair and anguish. 
Oxlando instantly determined upon going^in 
quest oif her; hut in the x^racter of Hip- 
poly to Fifancisc»9 would not bear of it .. At 
length he determined upon Orlando's sally- 
ing forth as a Spanish e^yalier, a prisoner to 
the Supreme Council. Frpm the castle 
wafdarobe Orlando w^ equipped with a 
difKss ^p^mpriate tp the Hidalgo, and a 
mwkf to be wwn both ^s a prisoner, and *o 
epnoeal his fece :frQm the Teoognition of don 
JV]anuel!s people. 

Qrl^^ndo, tbus d%uia^| mf^^^ forth with 

.^fmmtpi to Cad^q^s^ wjjifl %pn* tbe^^ 
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apadron Qi .addiers and cffieivls to guiur^ 
4nd to assist him ; and wlien a|; nudnigbt 
Franctsco was returning from Cadaqu^5 
after the departure of Orlando aad bis ia?pfiq^, 
the crias lof MatUda, vtho was then iPooioTXig 
iffm the cavern, again assailed liis ears. He 
(uusued the sound, and, wore Ibrtunate than 
before, traced her to the apartment wh^r^ 
tbe rTuffians i^ her ; and being acquainted 
with the seoret passage from tbe church to 
it, he quickly availed himself of that iiaapw- 
tant knowledge, and effected her rescue. , 

Matilda's return to Santa MaiJa hie now 
ponsidered too replete wilJi danger to he at- 
tempted. The droumstan^^ of Qndiqg t^r 
in the castle opened at once his teyes uppn 
his son's dijssimulation. Many incidi^t& now 
recurred to his remembrance of don Ma- 
Auely pjRofoond hypocrisy relative to Ma- 
tilda; ^nd, tbe eye of suspicion opened^ he 
saw tbj;ough tbem all, and tr^mbied at the 
snagniitude of those surrounding gangers in 
wJiidii he had inadvertently involved her* 
To Elfridii he hastened to .r^Jiate bi3 emJ^ar- 
rassments, and all that hs^pOQurce^ who 
revved to him the seor^ of two ^loaU 
^[^artments pontiguous Xq Sebasl^w> and tp 
the church, wliere hte advised MiiiitjJdFi'4 t^k- 
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ing refuge until a more proper asylum eould 
be ' discovered for her. « These apartments 
now Francisco made as comfortable for her 
teeeption as time would admit of, and Ma- 
tilda took immediate possession of them. 

Orlando, with his attendants, wandered 
unsuccessfully through the night in seardi 
of Matilda; and at the hour in which Fran- 
dsco generally returned from his official bu- 
siness at Cadaques, he parted with his guards 
at the entrance of Francisco's cell, and pro- 
ceeded to the apartment of bis friend, who, 
•after having announced to Orlando the pre^ 
sent safety of Matilda, and whose machina- 
tions they had now to apprehend relative to 
her, conducted him to the church, for fear 
of observation, until he could have an op- 
portunity to change his dress and his com- 
plexion, and desired him there to remain 
until his return, after he should dismiss the 
Inquisitorial troop, and the levee of devo- 
tees, who each day thronged to his cell 
about that hour, to receive the benediction 
of the holy hermit. 

But though Orlando's mind was relieved 
by Francisco, relative to Matilda's imme- 
diate safety, yet, so much did he apprehend 
upon her account^ from the machinations of 



BMffAKCE OF "PHE PYBBNEfiS. 169 

dbti MMiud^ M umtrtB&n was his own &te, 
and ta tef^te wit^ horrors was the situa^ 
tkm €f her whost happiness was infinitely 
dMrer to him than hia own, that he was 
oocnpletely Io9t in profound and melancholy 
maiAngj when he was routed from his re- 
vene by her who Ibemed ^ie most painfblly 
interesfjng part of his meditation. 

Kbthing could eqaal his amazement at 
beholding his adored Victoria in the church, 
except his pleasure at the tmexpected inter- 
view. But, though powerful was the tu- 
mult his feelings were aws^kened to, he still 
possessed suffident command over his pru- 
dence and honour, not to break his solemn 
ppoimse to Francisco^ by discovering him- 
self to her; for the wary monk, fearing that 
if Victor ia was entrusted with the secret of 
whom Hippolyto was, and Hhe motive of his 
disguise, she might, in some unguarded mo^ 
ihent of terrw or distress, reveal it, and 
ciMrerwhelm both him and herself in total 
and inevitable distraction ; therefore bound 
him, by his most sacred word, never to dis- 
close to her his real situation, until they 
both should be effectually emancipated from 
the power of the predaceous society, and 

VOL. IT. ' I 
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completely oqt of the reach of Q$rdi|8. But 
though Orlando was interdicted fi'oii^ tilling 
Victoria that he loved her> he Qould not re- 
sist the pleasure of speaking of Ms passion, 
in terms which she could not think, believ- 
ing him a perfect stranger, pointed to her, 
and which led her to imagine he was att^ehr 
ed .to some one who returned his passion; 
and circumstances afterwards presented Ma- 
tilda to her as that happy object. This mis- 
leading and misconception aided to form the 
source of much subsequent misery to them 
both. The tolKng of the bell, wliich that 
morning iirged Orlando to entreat the kxk" 
mediate departure of Victoria from the 
church, he knew to be his niysterious guar- 
dian's constant summons to Fmncisco to 
meet him in the church when he bad any 
business to discuss with him ; and Orlando 
dreaded any danger that might, accrae to, 
this idol of his heart, should Elfridii see her 
in a place he had made Francisco swei^ 
never to reveal to any of the captives. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 



The night of Alonzo's daring attempt to 
cwry off our heroine, Orlando, in passing 
to his chamber, heard her shriek. That to 
hitn was an invincible attractor; and she 
was encircled by his protecting arm almost 
in the same instant: and next morning, 
after she had visited him in his dungeon 
(where she first was startled by the tender, 
yet ardent expression of his countenance, 
which strongly reminded her of the stranger 
she had that day met in the church), he 
evinced so much distress, nay anguish, at 
the idea of failing in his appointment, which 
he confessed to Francisco he had made with 
her, that the indulgent monk was subdued 
by compassion, and relieved him from his" 
affliction. He took Orlando from his .cell, 
through a private passage from the • dun- 
geons, to his own apartments, where he al- 
lowed him to reassume his own complexion 
ami' the cavalier's dress, and. then admitted 
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him into the church to fulfil his appoint- 
ment with Victoria. 

During their imprisonment in the same 
dungeon, it was impos^Ue to conceal from 
Thomas that the supposed Hippolyto was 
no other than his tenderly-deplored young 
Qhampion: but that grateful and ^fifeotional^ 
creature was easily swpm to «ecrecy ; subA, 
Qven in the ticoe of unbounded joy at the 
djscov^ry,^ and iw tbe tryuig momenta o£ 
dwger and distr^n* he proved faitbful to 
his promise. 

The 4^spm ond^nguisbtof Ori&ndo^ dw- 
iipg tb? time 9f Viotom'/s $eidoii$ iUiMss, 
w^m indeed pitiable* Frmci^co, for fotrmS^ 
^ake^ had him still confined to the dungeon; 
b|}t ^ th^ alSectionate old mm took care ti> 
eonyey. injbelUgenpe respecting her, idmf)^ 
aa iVoq^ently aa tbe anxious impatience of 
bis young fritnd required it; and, at leaigtib, 
Wb^i Viotpi'ia was. sufficiently recoveDed to 
lenv^ ber qhambef, be earoesdy supplicated 
fbr. pdrtnifusion to see bw* ^t Fnmmof^ 
lybo.hud witn^sed bi^ angttiab> feared the 
tenderness of bi# emotions, in the joy of 
onee mom beholding Viatma, might Iwd 
t(y (JKd»s?ov(B97 of qwi^ thai) WM then oot^ 
sistent with prudence %> reveal to her; and 
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M tfae^ iktofaMDt &>t her escape ilrts not yet 
wtvwed^ lie oomcniflsiotiQd Loicnzo; td pre- 
tiAit her hating any opportunity to wander 
into iite cbwch^ wbere^ fiaring the effisct 
i6fdlose Confinement upon Oriaxldo^ health, 
be sufiered him tx> walk, two honiis «ach 
day. 

Our reader is already aoquainted with 
toDte di Viienza's plans relative to Viirtoria ; 
land when the moment arrived, in wbicli^ 
^elcot^Sktg to his: arvangements, he was to 
fi>Uow her into tlie Pyrenean Castle, he 
jo^ed it ^xp^dsent to take with him an 
utifertuhate young mail, whosie morals he 
had aUy assisted in corrupting, and who 
Was now entirely dependent upon him for 
potxoalE^ Arid support. Fofydore well knew 
tfaid; Victoria Was totally ukmoquainted with 
the person of conte di Urbino, tmt by no 
aaeanB so with the amiable character he 
bom All his undertakings were hoiiour- 
able and just ; and to impress our heroine 
with It belief that his own intentions re- 
lative to her were equally so, he wdered 
J^Iassaniello, his handsome dependent ahd 
satellite, to assume the Uame of conte di 
Urbino r and joining don Manuel and Gar<- 
cias^ with whom he then kept up a constant 
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oorrespoiioleiKe, they all entered the castie 
tof^tber, resolved, by accumulating every 
horror, to terrify Victoria into ooiite Vi- 
ceiiza's diabolical measures ; and when Hmo 
was liberated from the prison to whidi 
Prancisco had sentenced her, she was found 
a most willing auxiliary. 

Our sagacious readers can scarcely want 
oiir aid to inform them, that Polydcnre, to 
appear amiable in Victoria's eyes, affected 
no knowledgie of, or connexion with, the 
Pyrenean brigands, and meant that she 
should believe afiection for her had led him 
to brave all the horrors and perils with 
which captivity in that castte abounded. 
But whatever pazt Massaniello had assigned 
to him, he soon became a languid performar. 
The beauty and distress c^ Victoria first 
taught him that he had a heart oapdble of 
admitting love and humanity, and \m par 
tron's favour he would gladly have forfinted 
to effect her rescue from deistruction ; but 
the wary Garcias saw and prevented eveiy 
effort of Massaniello's to befriend her: and 
while, by imprisonment and every aceumu- 
lation of horrors, they strove to terrify Vio» 
toria into their snares, an aaixiliary foond 
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itS'Wiiy to het* dungeon, which Garcias tittle 
thooght of. 

A captive, whom GarciiEis had taken on 
board a West Indiaman, had dragged on a 
miserable, existence for eleven years in that 
castle, the last four of which he languished 
in a dungeon, suffering every species of 
cruelty from the displeasure of Garcias. 
When taken, this man had ^with him a re- 
markably. fine parrot, which he had meant 
to make money by in Europe; and this 
parrot Garcias ordered should attend his 
master to his dungeon, with a barbarous 
hope that his astounding noise and shrill 
squalling would disturb the miserable cap- 
tive, who suffered dreadfully from a nervous 
malady in his head. 

Death had released this wretched captive 
from his calamities, a few days only before 
Victoria occupied his place in the dungeon. 
The parrot was taken by Gonzalvo to his 
own apartments. The bird had, unknown 
to the stem dungeon- keeper, f(dlowed him 
into his late habitation ; and the words and 
accents he had caught from his deranged 
master most direfuUy increased Victoria's 
terrors. The flapping of the bird^s wings, 
as he heavily flew across the cell to look for 
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Ibodl, cfx^gilKsAied ber exgMng lorapi mA 
left her a prey to the most enervating leaito: 
but ifi despite of every borror» her firitt re- 
liance upon Heaven supported her along 
Ike path'of rectitode, and eveiy jdan ^tfae 
vile assoelates against her was foiled hy the 
dem^e of Him in whom i^ie 'trusted: 

In that moment when our persecuted 
heroine had fainted in the library^ after 
having refused to sign the contract, and 
that her villainous tormentors were only 
waiting her recovery to compel her to it, 
Heaven ordained that the ducH di Manfi^u 
donta and Francisco^ in returning from visit- 
ing Orlando in his {Hison, and not knowing 
that any person was in the library (for it 
was unusual after nightfall), were about to 
avail themselves, for expedition's sake, of 
that passage already mentioned in explain- 
ing the appearance of the shadow. Vicenza 
feaned against the very pannel, and, feeBAg 
it move beneath his hand, naturally looked 
to see the cause ; when his astonished eyes 
beheld the coimtenance of the duca di Man- 
ftedonia, whidi, though so changed by years 
of misery, Polydore instantly recogrdsed to 
be the face of him, be firmly believed, he 



tiad fio long tAnee ccmAgneA to the 'mut* 
derer'^ hand, i^j^palled by this dreadful 
]MfMettittural Tisitatiotl, which he conceived 
it to be^ his senses instantly fbrsook him i 
ahd Lok«b20 quickly closed the pahnel, un^ 
obflK^v^d by any other person : and novtr, fb^ 
tbe first titn^^ this unfortunate man pre- 
sutued to solidt Francisco to expedite the 
escape of Victoria and his beloved pupiL 

From All which Victoria (littb knoi^ing 
^hom she was addressing) had told Ixv 
l«tifiso, ftotn time to lime, 6f her aunt and 
obtite Vicensa ; and all the direfbl histories 
' of both, ftill fraught With which Orlando 
Mtohied from France, Lorenzo little doubt- 
^ biit to the! villainy of Pdydore he owed 
his Otvn captivity. S^ing this wretch now 
in the castle gave conviction to suspidon, 
and expbined the reason why Gardas had 
ordered him to vemain a close prisoner in 
his own apartments. All he had himself 
suffered froth the villtiitiy of Vicenza taught 
hifai to apprehend the direst horrors for 
Victoria, unless she were instantly snatched 
fVotti the fangs of the fiends who were de- 
termined upon her destruction; and so 
powerfully he pleaded, that JP'rancisco 

I S 
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sdlved to sacrifice every, selfish feelings and 
immediately to provide for her escaipe. 

The brigantine which Aionzp liad pre* 
pared for his attempt still lay in readiness, 
and Francisco immediately set about select- 
ing a sufficient number of hands to work it 
---of men whom he dared t^ trust with; such 
an important commission, without fearing 
their betraying him to Garcias. The fugi- 
tives once out of the reach of pursuit, he 
feared not the wrath of Garcias. He \yAs 
an inquisitor ! and that terrible word settled 
all his accounts with the predaceous lyrpther- 
hood: 2|nd to those men, to whom. he now 
confided this enterprise, he gave, the most 
efficacious charge for the safety of Victoria, 
and for their protection of her ; since he told 
them, that, '* if piirsued, and they allowed 
the lady Victoria to fall into the hands of 
the pursuers, their lives should answer it 
before the tribunal of the Inquisition,'" 

This was an arduous, difficult* and, de- 
licate mattjer to arrange; yet, in the ao^rse 
of that night, he selected a sufficient num- 
ber of men in whom he could confide. 
Orlando he forbore to apprise of his inten- 
tions, until all was wwily settled for escape 
the succeeding ni^|. 
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In the intermediate time, Alonzo, suffi- 
ciently recovered from his wounds, again 
thought of putting his rash project into 
execution. He was in the secret of conte 
Vicenza's schemes, and knew therefore not 
a moment must now be lost. While im- 
prisoned by Francisco in the western tower, 
he had insidiously corrupted the fidelity of 
his sentinel, who, in passing to or from 
Alonzo's prison, encountered Elfridii upon 
one of his penitential rambles. This man 
watched him, and saw him enter our he- 
roine's chamber through a secret way, which 
no other person in the castle knew of. This 
important discovery he hastened with to 
his new friend Alonzo, who resolved to 
avail himself of such precious information ; 
and when he judged it expedient, sent his 
minion Carlos to this private door, to make 
his observations, and find out the best way 
of carrying oflF our heroine in the dead of 
the succeeding night. Alonzo perceived 
not that Carlos was inebriated; but that 
wretch had just drank enough to stupify 
his senses,, yet thought himself wondrous 
wise. Arrived at this secret pass, and avail- 
ing himself of some cracks in the tapestry^ 
he saw hoTv deeply Victoria T(ras engaged 
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in prayer ; md it strook hU hrillifttit iikia<> 
gination, that it would be a very clever ex* 
ploit to lead Hero to Alonzoi for tbeoa all 
to consult together. Unseen by Vktoria^ 
he now eould do it, but thought not once 
of how Hero oould return unobserved. Not, 
However, in a mood for reflecting upon ooq« 
sequences, he presented himself to Hera'i 
view. Surprise transfixed her for a naCH 
ment, and prevented any exclamation ; atid 
upon Carlos enutiously motioning for her 
to follow him in siletice, she instantly com* 
plied; her stiD-unsubdued attachment to 
Alonzo leading her to hope« from this un« 
expected summons^ all her fond deluded 
heart taught her to wish realised. 

They departed unseen, unheard by Vie* 
toria, then completely absorbed in her em^^ 
ployment : and on their way to the chamber 
of Alonzo they were met by FranQiscOi 
who was then roving about, arranging for 
our hei'oine's escape, and wbo> suspecting 
treachery from their appearance at sueh an 
hour, commanded them to follow him m 
silence. They dared not disobey ; and be 
led them on to his cell, where two familun 
of the Inquisition were then waitmg for his 
orders relative to some other bu^ines^i into! 



mqiKAJicx cfF THIS mnEMMm. 181 

wluMe hands he indrntly ddii^ered Here 
iitid Cfltiofi^ with direeeiofis tdcouAtie €tmk 
ita the prisons bdbnging to the^ IniqpEiiiilian 
at Cadaqu^, until further drd«r^« Fnoit* 
(&»» hmd no intention df destroying theiH { 
but believing they had heeti Watching YAm-, 
and had discovered bis pksaif lie tbou^t 
thk th^ most effeetaal method of prevent^ 
ing their malioious purposeat aild no traofc 
remaining In tiie castle of Hero or Oartos^ 
occasioned a^uch amaee and conseeraMiiin 
to Qarotts and his as^ociatest 

The enraptured Orliaido, when infiirtBed^ 
tba f<illowing mornings that all was ready 
fer eso^ at nighty battened, on the gkcl 
urings of hope and joy, to the oajbrnimieiie 
in the obuf^, eotitiguooa to the libeary } 
where, anxiously watching fyt bis adored 
Viet^a, Heaven at length permitteti him 
te Infbnb h«f that the happy moment eif 
her emancipation was at hand. This short; 
but joyful interview past, Ortondo dedicate' 
td the retiMinbig momenta df his stay t»i 
bis bekrted Sebastian, Frondaco, and Ma^ 
tyda. A day of dreadftrl agitation it Wt^ 
to Umi the saddening fear of no move be^ 
holding those Mends so dear to hiiii Mnir 
again bis heart with anguteb ; but love was 
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aiUfrairy^ .Old tore him:. from every other 
teoAer tieu But at lenglh Fraiicisco» over* 
ooiMe< bjr the sorrow he Mt and Witnefised^ 
promised that whilst he lived they shouUl 
all aometlines. meet. This was eonsolation 
r^a! cordial that ii^spirited all: aud when 
(A'^ido odnduetc^ Matilda back to her so- 
litary apartirients, ; at ian early hour (he and 
Frmcisco having much to anrange before 
the time ofdeparture), Victoria heard tho^ 
wcmnIs of ardeiit friendahip uttered by Ma- 
tilda, which conveyed so much attd such 
Itogthened^anguish to her heart. 

.In : vain bad Orlando importuned Fran- 
iAsibp to allow Matilda (whom he could 
seanoely believe was not his sister^ though 
no earthly testimony had appeared to. con- 
vince himl that shie- was so) to aooompaBy 
Vii^dria; but the monk plraded, in excijbse 
£»* bis daual, . '' the agony of mind that 
luet should suffer^ were both the childreii.of 
his iQ»e at ohce.to leave him. . Matilda 
oBMst. oonift>rt him dod Sebl«9tw^ .for the 
loss they w^^ about' to ysustain; but at a 
iuture period he would provide a isafe. loid 
hoAomrahle asylum : for. her, ev^n. pwhiqps 
vith t^ and lady yiclb^ia:^ , > > 

All thistwas;p(l^usibk.j.but Fi^^bOQ.had 
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a. more' forcible, yet untold motive, for her 
stay, lurking in his mind. Thfs strange, 
this versatile old man, tenderly attached to 
his lately-discovered son, fondly hoped to 
see the hour of his reformation. He knew 
there were some seeds of good propensities 
in . don Maimers heart ; and he flattered 
himself that, though late, they would some 
time floimsh, and exterminate all those 
noxious weeds which had so long poisoned 
the soil, and blighted each bud of virtue ; 
and the young, beautiful, and amiable Ma^ 
tilda shoqld be the rich reward of that 
anxiously wished^for time; until when he 
was resolved, not only to conceal her from 
the wprld, but, if possible, from don Manuel 
himself; upon whom, in his present profli- 
gate state,, he would not for kingdoms be^ 
st^w what he considered such an inestim- 
able- treasure. 

As the evening of the intended escape 
a4yi^nced, Francisco became restless and 
suspicious, and so apprehensive of treaqbeiy 
and discovery, that he wandered from pas- 
sage to passage, round the kitchen, libmy, 
oomidor, listening to ev«y sound, and at- 
tentive to every transaction ; by wlitch 
ihe^s he became acquainted ,with the plan: 
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vf ckfttiglfig Viotoria^d ^^hambet*, whieb Wtt 
oo(»§loned by Hero's myst^ous dkuippea^- 
Uhde the pteceding tiight It wm tkm ndi> 
e^^ss^ry to ap^ae Oriando of ihk xm^xpeot- 
«d (sVMtv He baiMened tberefiM to tibe 
(ih^Wh Wb^fe dur heto and Fedto (tvbottn 
With 'f homad^ FraAdseo had ifttoleu out of 
pfkm, bA itien in whom be might daftly 
cohfide) vr^te in waitings and donduefe^ 
tb^Hd to Victoiia's new apartment; and 
hO#, for the first timei he ebjeMed to Or** 
lattdo'^ ftjipearing in his own person as the 
dt£iverer of Our heroine.-^** I bave been 
maturely delib^iating over this mattor,"* 
sdd he, ^ tmd now think that, as Hippolyto, 
you will appear as my agaiti and due de- 
T^ed to the interest and service of the In^ 
quisition ; and the men Will have no incen- 
tive to betray you, or to operate i^mnst 
their fears of me and the supreme OOuneil. 
But if you go as Theodore^ they know the 

enmity of Oait^as to you ; and therefoi^^ if 
pursue and dverpowet«d» tbM hi^ imttte^ 
difitj^ tehgeknee would ffatt upon them for 
assisting you^ and that they would be «»- 
cififieed befere they could ebdm the In^uift- 
to»ial protection ; you there^^e tbey WOdld 

instantly deliver to yoiir pur^uer^ eyen 



>!iJ 



shMddr tlie^T'dtttoipt to ^eontendr &r tfae.po». 
«es^on of i«dy Vietoria;" 

Tfaete was tto mnoh reSasoik isi tvshilt 
Ffftncbco Killed for Orlimdo to mtdfio anjr 
Objection: BeS^ide^ he^cicmsidcred^: Iflmt d- 
tfiough^ as HtppoljtOi bis ritwi upew Vk^. 
toria's heart had no chance of being^ ad- 
vaticed, yet it would be iiki<!»e <^n]^ifti to 
tbe delicacy ef her ftelings^ he waa well 
a^ware, to be thrown u})on the proteotioh of 
anian whose apparent siftuation plated hiih 
at such an humble distance^ than on that of 
a young amnstfried roan, h^r equal in rank^ 
ttid ahnost a slrangelr to her i be therefctfe 
unhesitatingly hastened to change Im dteis 
ted hia eompleiicion, and sdieniiily pledged 
biihself to Franciaoo not to reassutne bis 
own natiiml appearance, or avow faimsdf to 
her, until every fear of the vifiainods eon- 
fedcmtes was removed. 

At length, after a tedious and trouidd- 
flome route, Fi^ancisoo providentially ctitt- 
ducted Orlando to the dmibber of our beu^ 
mine, just in time to rescue her fit>m the 
viUaiaous machinations of eoiite Vicenzn, 
who, the moment he fdund himself wound- 
ed, and that Victoria : wafe aiatdbed from 
him, made such a tumult, that Garciaa and 



.wqie bf 1 his' my nmdc»ii> . nvho ^^v^re wMting 
at no great distance, ready at call, to ibroe 
Victoria, by further cruelties, to sign the 
COD tract, appearedl A surgeon was sam- 
•moned' to dress the wotmd, and a search 
•throughout the castle immediately set on 

foot 

A length of time was necessarily taken 
tup'in examining all the known passages, 
*and in questioning Gonzalvo as to Hippo- 
lyto's liberation from prison; of which he 
'.was totally ignorant, as Francisco had 6f- 
.feetedlt: ^r,'.by Polydore*s description of 
Vietorid's diampion, Hippolyto at once was 
known to, be the miscreant. An alarm was 
Igiven to the outposts ; so that, for a length 
of time, the final escape of the fugitives 
was thought impossible. But at last, afta: 
miliute.'anirestigaticm, and general conster- 
nation, by some sounds one of the sentinels 
heacd.off shore, idiey were led to suppose 
they had put to sea; and a quick-sailing 
caravel, with Gaircias .and his own crew, as 
• speedily as ' possibfey got under wei^h in 
.pursuit of them;* and as it was concluded 
4hat France. :^buld he! the destination of 
iihe fi]gitiv»^ Garcias std0d off for that 
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CHAPTER XIV. 



^^^•^■^^f>^*^0 i 



After the daring achieyement of Diego 
had rescued himself and friends from the 
diabolical power of Garcias, the helmsman, 
whom . he had strongly fett^^ guessing 
the nature of Diego's plan, made every 
efiwt to liberate himself, and to be heard 
by his messmates — but in vain; until, as 
night advanced, the portentous, appearances 
of the :douds creating bis most serious 
aluro), he was at length woi^ed into a per- 
fect fren«y of apprehension, and, by the 
strength of desperation, brokfe from his 
bonds, and, with much difficulty and labour, 
rousted almost all the ship's company to a 
<8eBs^Qf their imminent danger. All idea 
of revenge or pursuit was now lost in that 
of personal apprehension. Every nerve wais 
strained; and their exertions, aided by the 
excellent cwidition of the earbveU Provt 
dence allowed to steer theto in safely back 
to the Pyrenees, having a greater pumsh- 



ment in ^tore fcr those who had long 
braved, and well deserved, its vengeance. 

We recollect no circumstance from this 
'time, until die duchessa di Manfredonia ar* 
rived at the ch&teau, where our heroine had 
taken refuge after the shipwreck, that re- 
qinrcis expbmotion to our. paticttt reader. 
The perplexity and consterhaition of tfeiJM; 
diafaotical woman were excetfisive, when she 
foond Victoria was in tbat chdtMu where 
she so ,0hortlf e^tpeeted to be jcnbied by 
comiie de Montfor^ who^ though entrippc^ 
by hdr artful blandififtimeiiti^ stSl sighed fbr, 
and xdoiind Yietdriai The sight of h», 
liKRibr^ MviM well knew, tiirciaiteiMd de- 
0tmAioii to aU her own schemes »lativt0 ti» 
th&t Weak and volatile young man^ who 
was now the d^ar^st object in the wofld to 
lief, ahd of whose credulity she had Uluh 
^vely advantage^ 

Our heroine's name wa6 tio secret to the 
dotnestics of the chateau ; and i^ven oould 
Elvira remove her from De MontfbM*s sight, 
sh6 could not hope to conceal from his 
kMwledge hei^ having been there : tfaos her 
deoeptkma would be discovered^ his hopi^ 
renewed, «nd her own tot ever blasteA 
Love and jealousy, in arms, led her to re- 



sohs^e upw spme depp^rate eii(toi:piiw io 
Gviif^ Im hopes at onoe^ mi $aye beisfilf 
Q<i9m tlie biAler pangs of dittqppoiotnmt ; 
c|0tonQimk>g jlAiit not even the fame or h^« 
|^M9 of Y|0tf^ fibould t)e spared in the 
alitempt ; a»d so raaUy ^d the f mpelriiositj 
ofh&r pa0sien9 uige her €m» tltat^ in striving 
tpoecareher young ftrvou rite to hevseU^ she 
hisaved thO'Vengeanoe ofconte Vicenza, »dr 
seetned <m0e to reflect how totally her 
<9$tqe8 had i^oed her in his power, or hew 
iioreleiitingly he ^woiild pursue her to de*. 
stniction, should abe prove the meanis of 
fiiSing his. sefaemes and ahnihilating bis 
hopes of obtasiiing Victoria^ 

With no other eounsellw then f bap hev 
o^wn ii»y«atian^ she armnged her plans, and 
QOfy oiled i» her familiars^ Biancaa and 
M!d«atti# to aasist in &e execution of them. 
OeUirnBaned to woik upon the feelmf^ of 
bee auseept&le nieoe, to terrify her into ja 
marriage that liiust at once destroy a]& Be 
Mootfoi^s bdpes^ Mamtti procured: the 
men to personate assassins, who were tatth 
taSfy thrown, with evay ahuming cneutn- 
stanee, in the way of the timid Rosc^ of 
wbrnn Mamtti not tnoe lost ii^hk; and 
teritig :tfae powec and. J2)tec£»eiiqe o£ liba 
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monks, .Anselmo and Pierre, shbuld Vic*' 
toria apply to them for advice or protection, 
Elvira thought it judicious to win tHem 
over to her interest, often having derived 
ready assistance from the venal brothers of 
the cowl. But, with all her art, she was 
not equal to a combat with the inflexible 
virtue of father Pierre; while with the 
placid Anselmo she seemed to succeed bcf- 
yond her most sanguine expectations. But 
Anselmo, not less firm in virtue thain his 
brother Pierre, only seemed to enter into 
her plans for their subversion. ' 

Anselmo knew the duchessa di Manfrie- 
donia well; alibough the lapse of many 
years, his change of name, of country, lan- 
guage, his overshadowing cowU secured the 
good, the just, the pious, venerable Rinaldo 
fix)m the recognition of his sworn implacable 
enemy. Trembling for the fate 6£ conte 
Ariosto*s child, the good man affected tiie 
sanctified' villain ; and promising to aid her 
in all her vile machinations, he was sent to 
win Hippolyto to her purpose. 

The holy man, strongly prepossessed in 
favour of that gallant young man, candidly 
unbosomed himself to him; and'Oilando, 
e^tlially pleased with the good monk, as 



tuatiqn to him, his views upon Victoria^* » 
heart, aad ail the dangers she Had escaped, 
vrith tbo^ that still threatened* her ; when, : 
after much deliberation, if, was mutually' 
agreed, that could Victoria; even- b;f strata^ 
gem, be led )into the Intended maFtiage, it- 
would be the safest asylum from 'destrue-^- 
tion which circumstances now left open for' 
her; since, from the prdtec*tk>n of a husbands 
upon whom her guardian had bestowed her, 
the machinations of her eneniies could not' 
withdraw her ; while, at the same titne,' as' 
it must, in some degree, be a compulsatory 
union upon lady Victoriia's 'iide, it would be 
still in her power to cancel it^. »t some ^fu- 
ture day, when her brother returned to pro-- 
tect her. . 

Anselmo conveying to Elvira-Hippolyto's 
ready assent to the propois^ marriage^ he 
was allowed to return [withi the 'monk to St. • 
Lewis; and when Victorians tductant com-^ 
pliatioe^was obtained, Anselmo was 'sum-> 
moned to the duc^hessa,- to arrange with her' 
every ^ thing rektive to the marriage; and 
upoia. bis return^ 'to : the' convent, "be con-- 
leto send that billeibin the kbel,' td^lti HT 
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M w^MiM be tiQo liold ftp uttempt for us to 
portnf ^l^ ^Uo0i of Oii]»iid0» upon tbftt 
eirmt^ incoming yfhm tbe band' of Vieto*- 
m'wm WQited torhist The tinoidt of hi» 

iVind WM top I^Ofw^iil Dpto <Mip dbMr^ltion ; 
ai34> ^e torlwe^ ^ i«icerteinty» alSfaiMigii 
leweiiod by tfie soft imiMiotiafi^ of ilattev* 
i|% b<^^ weee ulixiost ^o id<deirt to be^cpii- 
omkd) fvem ^a«rv9t»m. BitlvHthen lie be- 
lw)4 tb^ nffMti^ tradition of the loYdjr 
bi^i^ ^i^boiii p^rfidj heibmied upon hho*^ 
wb(9n j|^(99w^er omiiMe and ddiaitejcfibrts 
ta^ ^are him the pmgs of moitifiea(aQii» 
is^ diffici^itycQuy beveatnuo the impeu 
tmm iinpidse wiudhr wouM have thrown, 
him at her feet, there to acknowledge dl cf 
d^Q9Pptim). vitlmh cirooimtaiiees had led him 

and pkiad/ for h» pity and fivgivenessL 
Butpv^^roo^ pi&ttitel over the tenderness 
eif^n of Usifl^^lmgf, Bi9 thouj^.the mo- 
9i»nt'QPtam^^;tbatfimlftnel^ himfiiim 
bw saoKf^d promiae to Ftamebco* !He^t 
bMQfielf ingft roufe of th? power cihtsaneBiica, 
ipfbll^:^ ^eamrr t^ wM ^tempaased hf 
their toUs; and not until she was sai^y 
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Jpdged ait St Marguerite's, he bad predeter^ 
Qiined vcpon making the important dbco- 
very to Victoria. However, the unexpect- 
ed arriytil of, comtede Montfort dianged at 
^){if*e bis intetrtions. He knew. full well the 
iqipetuosity and insolence of that young 
Jinan's temper, with the ardency of his add^ 
i!^|;i^n of VictDria ; and, from all united, h^ 
f^^r/eh^|)^ed some unpleasant occurrenQes^ 
jymgeni^l to the delicacy of Victoria's feellngsi 
4^rActing to her dignity, was she suffered 
to a{^ear to him as the wife of the obscure 
Hippolyto, and with no other protection 
than suqh a friendless unknown alien oould 
£^rd her. 

The moDpi^nt, therefore, that the wily 
Slvira closed the door upon him and th^ 
good Rinaldo, he hastened (finding the 
^^rtment he had retired to was a dressing. 
ltK>in, find suited to his purpose) to I'e^as- 
same his aw:n copiplexion ; md when, as 
CQQte di l^rbino, he answered the summons 
of the duehessa, ** to the husband of Victor 
jisL di Modena/' to appear, no pen can, at 
le^stpqr^ cannot, pwtray the dismay and 
,cox)Atm^fit\on of the diabolical Elvira. 

The Ui^tiiatiioQ 9^ jealoiiay and passion 
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was chased at once by the terror of eonvie^ 
tion ; for well she knew the fiital blow she 
had thus given to Polydore's views upon 
Victoria, by uniting her to him she believed 
his own son, was the inevitable fiat for her 
destruction. Immediately,^ therefore, she 
fled, with her two associates^ in guilt. Ma- 
ratti and Bianca, to England, takmg with 
her, for subsistence, the jewels, and a few 
0ther valuables she had with her in Proi- 
vence But in England she found not the 
tranquil asylum she sought. Appalled by 
conscious guilt, her crimes transformed every 
individual she met with, every thing she 
encountered, into dtgects to shrink from ; 
even her own vile creatures were soon ar- 
rayed by her trembling fears in the terriUe 
garb of perfidy, 

l^e roved from place to place, vainly 
i^triving to fly from justice, which still fol- 
lowed her in the miseries^ inflicted by her 
agonizing appreheflsions ; and, in the course 
of a very few years, the accumulated horrors 
of her n^ind, aided by a contihually-brokefi 
rest, brought on a complication of ahnost 
every direful rnalady to which the human 
frame is incident, and she at length expired 
in tortures so extremie, that, but for the idag* 
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iiitude of her crimes, the eye c^ pity must 
have wept for her ; since, added to her bo- 
dily anguish, the Catholic priest, to whom, 
in her last moments, she made her genuine 
confession, recoiling from the black cata- 
logue; and under the influence of horror and 
indignation, which the dreadful recital but 
too justly inspired, even in the most direful 
t^ms refused her absolution, and sent her 
tortured and dismayed spirit shrieking to 
another world, there to meet, from an un- 
erring judge, its final doom. 



CHAPTER XV. 



To account for some things contained in 
Orlando's address to Victoria^ in the coach 
which conveyed them from De Montfortfs 
eb&teau to St Marguerite's, we must lead 
our reader back, for a few moments, to the 
Pyrenean fortress. 

A few evenings preceding that on which 
Orlando was suffered to convey Victoria 
irom don Manuel's castle, as he was roving 

Kg. 



196 BOMANCS OF THE PTBJSKESa 

thwogh the aides o£ the dmrdii for exar* 
oise, and in his ow^ proper person, still f<»id- 
ly hoping U> meet our heroine, he suddenly 
saw a small ray of light gleam through the 
inm railjing <^ the nave. 

Orlando had no fears, mental.or parsooal, 
ilnit those .of the latter which prudence na- 
iturally inspired. The safety of his Victcxia 
4f^nded,upon his escapng the detection of 
.1^ dOD Manuers people; and though he had 
heen.w^U ais^ured that church was unknown 
to them, he thought it possible that means, 
as unforeseen as those which had conducted 
Victoria there, might lead some dangerous 
person thither ; he therefore thought it ad- 
visable to coQc^al himself, lest it should be 
so ; while his curiosity strongly prompted 
him to delay a little, and cautiously to ob- 
/i|erve the light, .which, after seeming staticm- 
lary for ^ length of time, suddei^ly disap- 

peared« 

Oi^lando now determined to retire, when, 
2^ suddenly, the light again was se^n n^i^ch 
stronger than before. Orlando paused ; the 
fays of light increase^, though slowly ; and 
at l^n^th broken sighs and deep^;4^i>vin 
groans struck upon his ear, at once.arqU|S||^ 
pity, and strongly arresting his attention. 
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In a moment more he beheld a knight, com* 
pfetely cased in black armour, emerging 
fiom behind a shrine, and bearing in his 
hand a temp^ 

With tottering and uneven steps he slow- 
iy advanced towards the place of Orlando's 
concealment. His visor was off, aaid Or- 
lando beheld a countenance so cadaverous, 
that it almost taught Mm superstitious fear; 
while, as the knight approached along tKe 
pavement, edbo returned ^ sound of foot* 
steps to Orlando's ear, and h^ saw the 
knight's armour stained in many places with 
newly-inflicted wounds. 

At length', as, with downcast looks, this 
ghastly -figbfe moved along, he struck 
against a toii^mn. The shock seemed to 
overpowter him ; he feid his kmp upon the 
slab of a monument, and rested against a pilu 
lar fi>r support. Compassion delayed not to 
hear the voice of prudence : Orlando, in an 
instant, clasped the stranger in his arms, 
tenderly demanding wherein he could be of 
service to him? The lamp gleamed full 
npon our hero's face. The astonished knight 
looked op, and uttering a wild cry, became 
at once sanseleas in the supporting arms of 
Orlando. 
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The otHistemation of this compassionate 
young man was now extreme. He doubted 
not but the stranger had been mortally 
wounded in a rencounter with some of don 
Manuel's people^ and had» by miracle, been 
led to seek refuge in that secret place, and 
now was dying without assistance, for Or. 
lando had nothing for his relief, and feared 
to leave him to go in quest <^ any. But 
while in this dilemma. Nature, by a suoeess- 
ful effort, restored the stranger^s faculties ; 
who at length opening his tearful eyes, he 
fixed them moumfiiUy upon Orlando, while* 
in the hollow tone of sickness, and the deep 
voice of sorrow and despair, he spoke — 
" Child of my abused benefactor ! of my 
dreadfuUyrinjured friend, cease this huma- 
nity to a wretch deserving only thy con- 
tumely and abhorrence 1 spurn me, revile 
me, but do not, do not kindly treat me P 

" Compose yourself, I entreat you, sir, 
and let me know how I can best be service^ 
able, in a moment when you so greatly 
want assistance," said Orlando, benignly, 
and grasping him with increased fervour ; 
finding, by the stranger's movements, he 
meant to shrink from his supporting arms 
to the ground. 
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This black knight, who had temfied Vic- 
toria in the Hbrary and on the stairs, was no 
other than Elfridii, who, though long con- 
sidered hy PediK» as convalescent, was oftexv 
by debility of frame, after jsjevere peiaances,' 
led back to the dreadful confines of insanity, 
ifiK>t qmte to the calamity of actual de* 
rangement, when strange &ntastic fancies 
would possess him, of assuming, in every 
respect, both the appearance and character 
of those contrite sinners, of whom he had 
read or heard, whose repentance and inflic- 
tions he was indefatigably imitating; a- 
mongst whom was a black knight, whose 
crimes had been as enormous, and whose 
contrition had been as profound as £lfridii's 
own; and as his penances had been the most 
sev«?e this wretched man had ever heard of^ 
this black knight of the crescent became his 
favourite personation, and in the assumed 
dress and appearance of whom he had alarm- 
ed many of the captives as effectually as he 
bad our heroine, whom he purposely chased 
from the library, to avail himself of the trap- 
door retreat to the vaults beneath; while the 
terror he occasioned her on tlie stairs was 
merely accidental, when, upon hearing her 
^proacb, he put on his visor, which re- 
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sembled the fade of a skeleton^ which he had 
adopted, occasionally to chase observers, 
through the influence ol superstitious fears, 
that, at the same time, were considerably 
augmented by his noiseless movements, 
which were simply the consequence of wear- 
ing shoes soled with so soft a substance, tfaiat 
his invisible rounds were not betrayed by 
sound ; and when seen, no retreating foot- 
fall of his could lead pursuers to his secret 
cell. 

** Orlando ! child of the murdered Viola P 
said Elfridii, " you whom I have bereft of 
birthright, of every hope and comfort under 
heaven, support me not ! foster not the wily 
serpent, that has insinuated his baleful poi- 
son through the vitals of thy whole race ! 
Shrink from my noxious touch, and dash 
me to that earth which I have polluted with 
my crimes most horrible." 

" If you have injured me,'* replied Orlan- 
do, '' it is unknown to me ; and in a mo^ 
ment like this, believe me, I only wish to 
learn how I may most eflFectually assist you." 

** If I have injured you !" Elfndii reitera- 
ted, " if I have injured you ! Oh that there 
was a doubt ! Look, see, behold these 
wounds, this blood~>inflicted, shed by my 



own guilty h^Ddi^ ! struggling^ if possible, 
by mortal means to e:&piate some of my dire- 
ful crimes, committed against Heaven and 
thee! Theii pity me not — ^but hate imfe^, 
spurn nae! spurn me!" 

** Mortality prompted you to sin, but 
Heaven alone could inspire repentance suck 
as yours; and dare I, a worm, an atom, witl>- 
hold my pardmi and assistance from him 
who«i the Almighty has pitied and reclaim- 
ed ?•* said Olando, with energy, " Bie com- 
forted, good sire; cheer up, and teaeh me 
where to lead you. Let me support you 
hence. Let the son of him you called your 
friend, guided by the angel of peace, lead 
you to your couch, there smooth your pillow, 
and, under the auspices of both my Messed 
parents' approving influence, gain for you, 
by my best services and wishes, a sweet and 
calmi repose." 

** Oh, most Omnipotent T exclaimed the 
brfore feeble Elfridii, starting, by an exer- 
tion scarcely human, from Orlando's gra$p, 
and dropping upon his knees, *^ thy ways 
how merdful, how inscrutable ! This boy, 
this forgiving angel, thou hast inspired, aiid 
guided hither, to hear my horrible confession 
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•-*>to receive from me all the atonement now, 
alas ! in my power to make.** 

He arose from his knees with firmness. 
Oriando r^arded him with awful attention. 
*' Follow, most amiable, most injured 
youth, the implacable destroyer of thy saint- 
ed mother — ^the perfidious fiiend of thy in- 
estimable father — ^the baneful enemy of thy 
illustrious race ! Follow, as Heaven directs 
thee, to my cell, there to receive papers in- 
valuable to thee. They will lead thee to 
wealth and honours — ^to a father, whom 
even you, good and virtuous as you are, will 
kned to with exulting pride." 

" Gradous Providence ! does my father 
indeed live? Am I so blessed to claim 
kindred with the good ? and am I not the 
nephew and dependent of the villainous Vi- 
cenza?" exclaimed Orlando, panting for 
breath, and well conjecturing this man to 
be the mysterious guardian of Matilda and 
himself, whom, from time to time, he had 
gathered some vague accounts of from Fran- 
disco. 

" Your father^s rank is amongst the most 
honourable of men ; his station amongst the 
highest of the Neapolitan nobility. With 
Yicenza you claim no kindred ; he is a base 
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usurper, vile as myself. Orlando! oh look 
act thus solike thy angel mother, whom "^ 

The sound of hasty footsteps now struck 
upon their ears. Orlando, turning to learn 
by whose approach they were interrupted, 
beheld Francisco. — ** Theodore!" he ex- 
claimed, in breathless agitation, '^ you have 
outstaid your time! One moment more, 
Gonzalvo will be in your dungeon, and all 
your hopes destroyed for even** 

** Oh, how unfortunate !** exclaimed Or- 
lando ; ** in what a moment am I compelled 
to go, just when about to obtain all that 
iniportant knowledge for which my anxious 
heart has so long, so ardently panted !*' 

'* Gassendi," said Elfndii, " though you 
tear him from me now, you must, by all 
our former friendship, bring him to my cell 
to-morrow. My eternal welfare depends 
upon my confiding some secrets to his^bo- 
aom. Theodore r he continued, and im- 
pressively he spoke the name Theodore^ 
** &rewell i Repeat no word, no appellation 
I have uttered — no, not even to Sebastian ; 
and come to me to-morrow.'* 

Orlando, informing Francisco how weak 
and ill conte Elfridii was, took a reluctant 
l^ve ; and with a heart saddened by disap- 
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pointed hope, hastened to change his app^r- 
ance, and returned to his dungeon in time 
to escape discovery. 

Francisco, congratulating himself upon 
having arrived so opportunely to prevent 
the disclosure of any drcumsfaince he wish- 
ed our hero still to remain in ignorance' of, 
led the agitated and languid Elfiridii to his 
cell ; where, with all the artful rhetoric he 
was master of, he strove to possess hims^tf 
of those secrets Elfridii had been about to 
reveal to his proUgi — but in vain ; the $ubu 
tile, though penitent, and often deranged 
conte, aware of the great partiality this vei^ 
satile man felt for his lately-discovered son, 
feared to confide in him such important se- 
crets as the rank and injtiried of the sup- 
posed Sebastian, Orlando, and Matilda, 
iut obdurate as Elfridii proved to the 
wishes of Francisco, th^ artful monk ap- 
peared not so to his, when he fervently *fti- 
plored him, as he valued the eternal pestee 
of a dying friend, to contrive the meai^s for 
Sebastian's conveying a packet in safety 
from him to the pontiflPat Rome. 

Francisco ofifered to be himself the bearer 
of the packet ; but, upon Elfridii's inform- 
ing him that the uhamate welftr^of his sool 
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dep^lfded trpon Sebastian's, and only Sebas- 
tian's, delivering the papers in question into 
his holiness's own hands, Francisco seemed 
to acquiesce, and promised to d6 every thing 
within his power to forward his impdrtant 
wi'she^ ; while he secretly determined, could 
Sebastian^s leaving the castle be safely ac- 
complished, to accompany Mm; and, by 
some inquisitorial manoeuvring, to possess 
himself of the packet ; and, infldeneed by 
its tont^hts, to act as should conduce most 
to the advantage of don lif aniiel, without 
further injury to others. Thus resolved, 
Francisco hastened to his son with ^ plausi- 
ble story of inquisitorial business calling him 
from the castle, in which Sebastian's know- 
ledge of the Hebrew and Itving drienttd 
languages w^ wanted and demanded b^ 
the Holy Office; and that h^ was authorised 
to promise, that no evil consequences should 
accrue to don Manuel, or his adherents, 
from this short abs^ce of Sebastian, who, 
aittended throughout by a guard frofn the 
office, would have no means to escape or do 
mischief. 

Francisco knew that, under the idea of 
its being the oommand of the In^aisitkm, 
the demanded lea^e df absence for 
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tian must be complied with,; bjut had no 
conception of its being, as it was, so gra* 
dously and miconditionally acceded to; — 
not, gentle reader, out of fear or respect, 
but from a stsronger motive, which actuated 
don Manuel, overpowered his usual pru- 
dence, and taught him almost to discover 
joy at the proposition. The. absence of 
Francisco was at that period what he most 
ardently wished for ; and, during the time 
he was informed this business must take 
up, he doubted not but he should be able 
to discover the asylum of Matilda, and tre- 
pan her into his power. 

To prevent Orlancjo from seeking out 
means fcH* obtaining another interview with 
Elfridii, Francisco informed him, that his 
mystmous guardian, after due considerar 
tion, had determined upon confiding only 
in Sebastian, whom, in a few days subse- 
quent, he meant to send with important 
.dispatches to his holiness; that Orlando 
was to hasten, aftar having placed Victxma 
in a safe asylum, to Rome, where he should, 
by Sebastian, be restored to his father and 
honourable society. Francisco, too, fearing 
tjbiat, wder the . id^ea of that relationship 
which . t^e awful visions of Orlando and 
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Matilda pointed. to, our hero might become 
importunate for taking Matilda under his 
own protection, now told him, that Elfiidii 
had at length confessed he knew not that 
any relationship existed between his wards, 
and that he firmly believed Matilda to be 
an orphan, whose parents were both dead ; 
but that possibly the father of Orlando 
might solve the mystery. 

Our reader is now acquainted with the 
reasons Orlando had for supposing the em- 
bassy of Sebastian to Bome was to place 
him in a situation that could claim alliance 
with the house of Ariosto; and after so- 
lemnly giving Victoria into the care of the 
amiable prioress of St Marguerite's, and in 
full confidence of father Pierre having a vi- 
. gilant eye over her safety, he, with the ve- 
nerable Anselmo, commenced his journey 
to Rome, attended by all that bitter anguish 
which the changed manner of Victoria, so 
chilling to his fond hopes of happiness, had 
inflicted; and proving himself a dolorous 
companion to the reverend monk, they had 
reached Pisa on their way to Rome, where 
.intelligence awaited Oiiando which ov^- 
whelmed him with hew afflictions. 

In a few evenings after the escape of our 
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heroine Horn the Fytenean otade^ as Lo- 
renzo 8M mucteg in his chdmber, with a 
heArt torn by tender anxiety for the &te of 
the beloyed fugith^es, El£ri£i, in the al- 
lefidy-described dress of the black knight of 
the crescent, and with a common visor oa^ 
suddenly appeared before the amazed duca. 
In viable agitation he laid a packet upon 
the table where the dbow of his ifi^ured 
friend rested, ^tfid, without speaking, as sud- 
denly disappeared. 

The. moment lA>ren2x>'s surprise per- 
mitted him, he took up this mysteriously- 
d^ivered packet,' to examine it ; when who 
can portray the daiSSdvent feelings that shook 
his agitated bosom when he beheld its mi- 
perscription in the well-known dmracters of 
his still-bdoved friend, of whose perfidy, 
our reader knows, no suspicion had ever 
been led to his breast! Lorenzo could 
scarcely belieye the evidence of his senses; 
was it possible that he again saw the writing 
of Elfridii ? once more beheld a packet cB- 
rected to ^^ Lorenzo duca di Manfredonia ?" 
Lorenzo wept for joy. And what a tumult 
were all the tender fedings c£ his soul 
worked into, when his trepidation allowed 
him to break the seal, mid he discovered a 
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packet indosbd ibr bis holiness, asfd iii the : 
envelope these words from the pen of £U 
fridii s-i- 

*' As you would escape from destruction, 
betray not your recognition of iriy writtngl 
Be im^ehetndbly silent respectkig all know- 
ledge of me You leave this acctrrsed eas-^ 
tic to-morrow, never to return to it. En^ 
trust no secret to tbe companibn of your 
journey, and, as you Vjalue your safeily, let 
not yofir rmthe transpifra But as^ your piety 
shall te»di you to estimate the eternal sal- 
vation of a i^ejyeiitaTit sinrier, preserve the 
enclosed as the most precious dejposit the 
world' can give you*; nor part with* it until 
you ' deliver • it yourse^ into the pontiff's 
own hand. It will*— oh LofenEo! it will 
lead you to .liberty — to honourable society 
— to your amiable offspring — to dlthata 
perfidious friend has left for you of mortal 
happiness!" 

The agitation of Lorenzo's susceptible 
mind kept him waking all night ; he sought 
not his couch, nor once thought of repose ; 
and in the' morning, when Francisco ap- 
peared W teU- hiilfi the momeAt lor his de- 



910- EOMANGE OF THE PYBENEBS. 

pitftune wi^ arrived,. and that be wais to be 
the GOmpiuiion of his journey, the astonkh*' 
ed duca, oppressed and almost subdued by: 
contending sensations, was scarcely equal 
to. tbe task assigned him. However, he 
struggled hard to call forth all the powers 
of his mind to sustain him throu^ the aU 
most-agonizing conflict of hopes and fears, 
of doubts and amazement; and with Fran- 
<jsoo he set out, attended by two officials, 
upon this important journey* 

Frandsoo knew from Elfiidii that he had 
hiu^elf delivered this mysterious packet to 
the supposed Sebastian; but had no con- 
ception that any other motive than a high 
idea of Sebastian's integrity had induced 
his making him the beai^r df this important 
trust, of which he had some (to owe reader 
iomiaterial) reasons for determining not to 
attempt possessing himself until they should 
enter the pope*s dominions. 

This packet was not that whidi after«> 
wards was so providentially confided to Vic- 
toria*^ care. This was merely a letter from 
Elfridii, who had once been the pontiff's 
most cherished friend, entreating his holi- 
ness, by their former friendship, imodediately 
to seeure the person of the bearer from evay 
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possible te^i^ of treachery, and to have him 
treated with the utmost respect and huma* 
nity. To detain, by his special authority, 
Francisco Gassendi and his attendants, at 
Rome; and to cut off all communication 
and correspondence between them and every 
individual, while his holiness should dispatch 
a legate to the Observantine monastery at 
Cadaques, with orders to be conducted fit>m 
thence to the cave of &ther Francis, where 
the legate should then receive his (Elfridii's)' 
momentous c<nifessions, of the utmost im- 
poartance to many innocent individuals, and 
to society in general. 

Lorenzo, Francisco, and th^ attendants, 
travelled from Spain, through France and 
part of Italy, without accident of any kind, 
and as expeditioudy as possible, until, in 
going from Grenoa towards Lucca, their car- 
riage wa3 overturned, by which accident 
Francisco received so severe a concussion, 
that he was confined for some time in a mo» 
nastery near Lucca; by which means ap 
express reached him much sooner than it 
<Aherwiae could have done» from a convent 
at Junquera, where he had placed Matilda 
(secretly, he believed) a few hours previous 
to his leaving home ; and, though scarcely 
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r^Covered^ lie instantly set out vrith Sebas- 
tian and attendants fer Pisa, from whence 
he determined to embark for Spain. 



CHAPTER XVI. 

QvzMAVff asi anxibus to outwit Francisco 
as dbn Manuel was t6 gaiA Matilda into his 
p6wer, Was the minute observer of Fwm- 
dS6(!>, whbni both he and don Manuel snp^ 
posed would not fail to visit the place of 
MatiI<d^*S' cbilcealmeht before he commenced 
so'ldng a journey — for little did they im»- 
gine that her asylum had been withii^ the' 
prerfncts of the very castle which they h*. 
halHted : but this supposition led Guzn^leui 
to redoubled vigilance in his observations of 
Francisco's Movements, by which nueans 
Matilda's i^etreat in this new monastery wais> 
discovered, and where she was allowed to 
remain son^e time unmqlested, while Gu^ 
man set bis ingenoifty to Wdrk to project the 
mode for stealing her from thenee. 

Resuming <mee miore the habit of a monky 
Guzman fotind means to corrupt the too 
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venid integrity of a lay-sister, who shewed 
the churoh of this monastery to strmgers, 
and who, by her sanctity of manners, so far 
imposed upon the credulity of Matilda and 
aome other young boarders in the convent, 
aiS one day to persuade them to remain in 
church after matins, to jsee a most extstaor- 
dinary procession of pilgrims, who, on their 
wpy to Loretto, were to pay homage to the 
shrine of a particular saint in the dburch of 
tbeir monastery. These pilgrim/9 . wer6 no 
other l^an don Manuel, 6u;2mto, and their 
aasodates, w6o seized the confederate sister 
and the terrified boarders, whom they gag- 
ged and bound to the pillars of the church, 
and then, unmolested, carried ^ff Matilda, 
who had fainted in the a)nim€aicetnent of 
the commoti(H3, 

The alarming intelligence relative to Ma- 
tilda, which the express contained, threw 
Francisco into the utmost con^stemation. He 
doubted not by whom she h^ been c^ed 
off; and although he wished, at^afuture pe- 
riody to bestow her upon his son, he yet fear- 
^ that son's intentions. relative to her were 
now nqt as honourable as bi^ own ; ^pd trem- 
J^gfprher$£ifety»he imrnedMtelj* tbpugh 
acaroely recovered from the effect of his 
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overturn^ set out upon his return to Spaifl, 
accompanied by Sebastian, whom he would 
not suffer to proceed without him ; and Se- 
bastian, though agitated and anxious as the 
billet of Elfridii could make a man of acute 
feelings, yet was so tenderly attached to Ma- 
tilda, so interested for her fate, that, with 
intuitive, fond solicitude, and ivithout a 
murmur at his disappointment, he gave up, 
for the present, all the flattering expectations 
be had in view; accompanied Francisco; and 
at Fisfi, as before related by honest Thomas, 
accidentally encountered Orlando and bis 
venerable companion; when Rinaldo, in 
. despite of the veil which years and sorrows 
had clouded his face with, i^>oti recognized 
bis noble patron, his long-lost fHend, whose 
regretted remains he had firmly believed he 
had assisted to deposit in the sacred tomb of 
his ancestors, and whom so long he- had 
moumied with all the sincerity of afiection. 
Orlando and Franqisco were absent during 
their affecting and mutual recognition; and 
' Lorenzo entreated his beloved friend Hinal- 

r 

do to conceal, with the utmost circumspec- 

- tidn, all knowledge of him ; for his safety, 

which was enveloped in miich danger and 
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mystery, depended upon his name and rank 
hemg still unknown. 

Rinaldo pisomised compliance, yet re- 
solved never to lose sight of bis noble friend, 
and to use his utmost endeavour^ throu^ 
the power of the church, to have him re- 
stored to rank and to society* 

The anguish cf Orlando's mind was dread*- 
fully augmented by the alarming intelli- 
geixce of Matilda, which Franci$co imparted 
to him. T^he horrid ^prehensions but too 
jusdy entertained for that hapless young wo- \ 
man's fate— the accusations he failed not to 
upbraid himself with, for not havmg more 
firmly exerted his influence over FrandsoD, 
to obtain leave for her to accompany Victo- 
ria in her flight— ^U the agony of uncertain- 
ty by which his mind was tortured, rdative 
to his now-almost-blighted hopes of happi- 
ness with Victoria, drove him into a state of 
mental anguish, pitiable to behold; when 
the only shape in which consolation seemed 
to reach his heart, was from the magic of 
that handkerdiidP^he had taken from Tho- 
mas. It had belonged to Victoria, and he 
fi^ndly dierished it. It was now all within 
liis readi that had ever been* hers, and it 
possessed that power over his mind» with 
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^/vbkhi^/^&ctioiii m absence, ^fts ey^n tri&s. 
Reason cannot define how the possession of 
.$ucb a trivial Hwg could convey tbte haim of 
,comfert'to.the heart of a man depressed with 
,a variety of cares;' but the attribliteaof Love 
4Uid.iRea8an are .often found to differ, widely, 
and the lover derives pleasure and pain from 
^cau^es wbich would pUzzle poor Reason to 
account fcir. 

It was Jate in .the evening when Loreni^o 
.and fais. compasioiss rradiied Cadar(](iies. 
-JFra^icisco, after ;dismis£&ng hi^ ;attendaixts, 
disguiiied Lorenzo, Rinaldo, Orlando, ;and 
Xhcmuus, in sacerdotal habits, and' then left 
thi^. With a command ;to.be.at 'bis cave in 
the fon^sitat midnighjt,:; ,. :. i.* 

Ouj5man» in.on^ of his ProtJsu^ forms; saw 
and rec^^razed them upon their arrival in 
Catalonia. He watched all their move- 
.mento; and, by bis wary manoeuvring, Lo^ 
ir^fso, Rinaldo, and our hero, were dragged 
iirom the goatherd's hut .to thdr Separate 
«prisops in the Pyrenean Castle. 

Tl^ black heart of Garms, boiling with 
aUrtbe venom, of deadly hate and vengeance, 
ihad the .unfortunate Orlando dragged^ ; with- 
out ,m^rcy, to the terriUe. tube,; whither Jbe 
ib$d i^ot ^^ufife^ibii^se^qiijietly^^ to be takm. 
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In his desperate resistance he had severely 
wounded some of the ruffians, and, in re-, 
turn, received a slight wound, round which 
he providentially bound Victoria's handker- 
chief, that he carried in his bosom-, and 
while they were forcibly fastening him in 
the iron chair, the marked corner of the 
handkerchief was rent off by the jags of some 
part of the surrounding iron- work. 

The consternation and dismay of Fran- 
cisco were extreme, when his expected 
fiiends arrived not at the appointed time. 
He had too much reason to fear for them, 
and he had now to tremble for their fate as 
well as for Matilda's. 

Morning arrived without their appear- 
ance, and apprehension almost tortured him 
to frenzy. Every inquiry which his alarm- 
ed imagination or agonized feelings could 
suggest, he now set on foot ; his mind and 
frame were harassed by exertions scarcely 
human. Every power that virtue or vice 
could yield him was now called forth ; but, 
alas ! without effect ; neither of the fate of 
his lost friends, nor of Matilda, appeared 
one V single trace within his eager penetrat- 
ing eye. 

VOL. IV. L 
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Matilda, by thi« tiine» bad been cob veyed 
to the north to¥rer, partly to ehid;e the vigv* 
ki|ce of Francisco, and partly to intirnidate 
her into a compliantee with don Manuel's 
proposals ; but don Manuel she never more 
beheld ; and the agitation of her susceptible 
mind, with w£uit of sustenance for two wIk^ 
days, reduced her to that state in which Vio« 
toria discoi|rered her. 

In the intermediate time, the ardent 
search of the agonized Frandsco was ume- 
mitting as it was suocessless. Gardas, with 
dreadful imprecations, d^iying all know- 
led^ of those he soogfat, in persuft of his 
own revenge, brayed even tl>e vengeance q£ 
the Inquisition, with whix^ Francisoo threat- 
ened hiih^ if he longer concealed Theodore 
aa>d Sebastian. Don Manuel, too, insensiUe 
to his fatiier's anguish, his teai^, his siippU- 
cations, his threats, firmly denied their or 
Matilda's being in his power. 

TerriUe were now the daiiy (Msputes be« 
tween. the father and the Kon; and, in 
dreadful wrath, they parted from eadi other, 
the morning of that day upon which Fran^ 
dsco was summoned to bis seat in the in- 
quisitorial tribune, from which his agony of 
mind had led him to absent himself fix* the 
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first days of the convention being assembled, 
little thinking how deeply he was coneera- 
ed in the business agitated there ; and noiv 
the deposition of Thomas and Diego too fa- 
tsdly convinced the agoniaed father that his 
son (now, in this dreadful moment, become 
dear to his heart as ever) could no longer 
hope to escape the punishment due to his 
enormous offences. He trembled, be sicken- 
ed, and with difSeulty restrained the violence 
of his agitation. 

Confined, by the duty of his high station 
in the Inquisition, to the temporary courts 
estaUished for the present at Cadaques, and 
surrounded by spies and enemies in every 
direction (for one of the attending evils of 
this dreadful synod was, that each inquisitor 
had as much to fear from his brother's en- 
mity, as the wretched victims of their power 
had from them all combined; and beside 
this, great jealousies and animosities then 
raged between the Dominican and Obser- 
vantine monks of Cadaques), Francisco could 
not obtain one single moment to escape to 
his ceH, to announce to the devoted com- 
munity of the castle the destruction that 
them, or, rather, which was about 

1.3 
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to fall, even in the next moment, upon them, 
until the dreadful troop was in the forest, 
upon its march to the castle. 

Then did the agonized father, availing 
himself of the impenetrable darkness of the 
night, steal from the silent and tremendous 
phalanx, and, rushing through the caverns, 
sound the dreadful alarm upon the gong ; 
then flying to the comidor, where his dis- 
mayed son was, imparted to him that ter- 
rible intelligence which his haggard looks, 
inquisitorial habit, and distracted appear- 
ance, but too horribly authenticated ; then 
giving hii$ farewell benediction, and a last 
tender embrace to the appalled Ambrosio, 
fled back. But, in the hall, finding the aged 
Teresa in a swoon, and not then forgetful of 
humanity, he bore her in his arms to the 
chamber so long appropriated to Sebastian ; 
and there leaving her upon the bed, still in 
her state of insensibility, retreated back to 
the awful troop, unnoticed took his silent 
station amidst the forces of the rear, and un- 
suspected pursued his way to the castle, 
where to every thing and every transaction 
he was now to appear a stranger. 

In all that horror and dismay his dreadful 
situation awakened, the unhappy Manuel 
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announced to his adherents the ahnost-in- 
stantaneous arrival of inevitable destruction. 
They were betrayed, and an unconquer- 
able force of the Inquisition even then en- 
tering the secret passes of the castle. 

Horrid consternation now spread its de- 
bilitating influence over all the once-brave 
associates. In a moment like this, the guilty, 
could only tremble. Self-possession fled 
from all. None knew how to act for the 
general safety ; nor was there then time for 
arrangements, nor sufficient power within 
the castle to attempt contention. To fly 
was all of security iiow left them ; and be- 
lieving there was only tinie for personal re- 
treat, they abandoned at once all that mass 
of treasure they had waded through every 
crime, and bartered their eternal happiness, 
to attain, and unhesitatingly left it to the 
mercy of a community, full as rapacious, and 
little more equitable than their own. 

Of all the retreating troop of villains, don 
Manuel certainly was the most ^collected ; 
yet so far did the terror of inquisitorial tor- 
tures operate upon his hitherto-courageous 
soul, that, in the moment of providing for 
his own personal safety, he forgot Matilda — 
her whom he fancied he fervently loved ; 
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nor once remembered her, until too late to 
attempt, with impunity, her rescue from the 
dreadful, and what he thought inevitable 
death, impending ov^r her in her secret pri-^^ 
son. 

Garcias, with conte Vicenza, then scat^-^ 
ly recovered from his wound, todk refuge in 
the deep recess of a secret oavem, amongst 
the rocks, upon the sea-sfaore, from whence, 
for six-and-thirty hours, they dared not veiv* 
ture. 

At length, impdled by hungor, and fiad«« 
iv^ that pursuit had not traced then!!i to thtfl 
asylum, they determined to embark in a 
boat they saw lying at anchor, a short d»i« 
tance from their retreat, and trust to the 
mercy of the waves, for wafting them to some 
more secure and comfortable place of refuge* 
But, even in this anxious moment of perils 
these diabolically^ncorrigible villains resolve 
ed to perpetrate one more fell enme before 
tbey fled from Spain fot ever. 

Polydore, previous tohis leaving theeastle, 
bad learned from bis agents in France of the 
marriage of Victoria ; and, although believ^^ 
ing the supposed Theod(H« to be hia dfwn 
son, vice held such empire over his heart, 
that jealousy and rage wound him into « 
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for Tengeance, even equal to the vin- 
dictive Gareias. 

Gorcias waft well acquainted with a shal- 
^low, netfr the recess which sheltered them, 
where,- at low water, they could gain a safe 
witrance to the prison of their intended vie- 
tim. Together, then, these remorseless as- 
sassins went, fully bent upon their sangui- 
nary purpose, and entered the cavern shortly 
after Victoria had been guided by Providence 
to the dungeon of her husband. The eye of 
Omnipresence was fixed upon them, but 
Uiey Mt not its influence : una wed, they 
restehed the prison-door^ and madly rushed 
forward, to glut their vengeance in Orlando's 
noUe heart ; when, in the dreadful moment 
that their hands were raised, to give the 
mortal blow, the bleeding form of Viola stood 
before them. 

Such power did the Almighty suffer tlie 
guilt of conscience to assume over their 
heated imaginations, the pale and ghastly 
Victoria, with every horror of her mind de- 
lineated upon her speaking countenance, 
was, in that terrible moment, a faithful por* 
tmit of the dying Viola. Chilled by the 
power of supernatural awe, the weapon of 
deitb &Xl fiK>m the nerveless hands of the 
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assassins, and the strong and appalling delu* 
sion chased them from that dismaying place. 
Shaking with terror, and tortured by every 
horror, they fled to the boat, which, guided 
by divine ordination, ultimately bore these 
sanguinary wretches to destruction. 



CHAPTER XVIL 



Francisco, notwithstanding the violent 
asseverations of don Manuel and Garciai^ 
still firmly believed that Orlando and LiO- 
renzo were confined within the precincts of 
the castle ; and as he well knew Elfridii had 
revealed to Garcias some secret places of im- 
prisonment and torture, invented and form- 
ed by the Turks, who had inhabited that 
castle, and which he could never be prevail- 
ed upon to impart to him, he resolved upon 
taking our heroine to the chamber of Elfri- 
dii, whom he had not visited since his hasty 
return from Italy. 

Fearing the eyes of observation, should 
he lead Victoria through the church, or any 
part of the castle known to the officials^ 
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Francisco determined to conduct her 
through those horrid caverns, known only 
to himself, Eliridii, don Manuel, and Grar- 
cias, and which led alike to the tomb of Vi- 
ola and the castle treasury. 
. The reiterated yells of Sanguinario, the 
deriding repetition of Victoria's own shriek, 
were all the magical work of echo, from the 
extraordinary, though hidden, but natural 
effect of sound in that wide range of cavern 
chambers, as they varied their situation in 
them. 

The chamber of death was, in fact, the en- 
trance to the treasury, and the strange cha- 
racters upon the door were caused by the 
effect of torch-light upon fossils placed 
there, as all the horrid machinery of the 
chamber was for the purpose of terrifying 
any invader who might discover the treasu- 
ry, and rashly attempt to enter it. 

A wonderfully-ingenious artificer of Ge- 
neva, who was conveying a mechanical ex- 
hibition from his own country to Naples, 
unfortunately fell into the hands of these ra- 
pacious pirates. The barbarian Garcias, 
availing himself of this hapless citizen's ta- 
lents, employed him to make all that ma- 
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diitieiy^^i4iioh strudk Viotdrsa with such 
fearful amaisement in that chambet* All 
adjoining cell was appropriated for working 
all this medianism in ; and the nK)nimit all 
was fully completed, the arch fiend Garctte 
eotifined the iiUfated, ansUs|)ccting wrtisan 
for life, w;ithin that lonely ceil^ to work hm 
own machinery, with etcry dreadful threat 
of the infiietlon of the most horrible spedies 
of torture, should it fail to act upon the en«- 
trance of any on^. 

The moment footsteps approached the 
door, an unerring sound was faithfully con- 
veyed to the cell, to call its wretched inha^ 
bitant to his operation, which he was ebiaau 
pelled to aid with his Own voice, and to sii^|^ 
while his heart was bursting with angaiail ; 
and so frequently did Gardas go thitbefy to 
watch his vigilance, and so fearful was the 
miserable • captive of some more dreadfbl 
punishment) that he never once failei in the 
task assigned him. 

The illuminations of the aitar were» like 
the characters upon th^ door, earned by tkifd 
reflection of strong li^it up<m minerids ; asi^ 
when the automaton raised the dart^ it was 
powerfully charged with electric mattety to 
fall heavily upon that rash being who, de- 
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li^hg such apparent tenors, should attempt 
to pass on to the treasarf. 

Al^ough well acquainted with every se- 
cret of this chamb^, Francisco's mind was 
so odeupied by other matters of importance, 
tbdt he not cmce thought of the uplifted 
dart; but, eagerly anxious to readi Elfridii's 
ehamber, he passed too near, and received a 
shock that for some time deprived him of all 
s^tise and motion. 

Upon his recovery, and missing Victoria, 
gtiided by the lantern her humanity left 
him, he traced her footsteps, imprinted upon 
the sandy soil of the diamber, to the door 
through which she h^ retreated, and, full 
of rage and vengeance, followed her to the 
chamber of Eliridii. 

The corse Victoria fell over was a wretch- 
ed traveller, who had been massacred in the 
forest ; but not quite dead, when precipitat- 
ed into the dreadful sepulchre already men- 
tioned, he had, guided by a ray of light, 
which emanated through the door of EUri- 
dii's apartment, feebly crawled to the pas- 
sage, in quest <ifassistan ce * where, overcome 
by exertion and loss of blood, he shortly after 
expired. 

WtdiSi rapidly declined after the night 
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upon which he delivered the packet to the 
duca di Manfredonia. The shock he re- 
ceived from beholding his unsuspecting 
friend, the victim of his matchless perfidy, 
with the dreadful anxiety he endured for 
the success of Lorenzo's journey, were more 
than his debilitated frame could sustain. 
Daily, nay almost hourly, he found his 
strength decreased ; and the terror he now 
suffered, lest he should be unable to reach 
il^rancisco's cave at the time he calculated 
for the pope's legate to be there, assisted in 
reducing him to that very state he dreaded* 
At length, with inexpressible horror, he 
found himself so completely enervated, that 
with painful difficulty could he make the 
last exertion he was ever able to accom- 
plish, that of regaining the packet he had 
so carefully buried near the grave of Viola ; 
and with these momentous papers once 
more in his possession, he crawled back to 
his dreary cell, and passed his time in fer- 
vent prayers to Heaven, " not to forsake 
the house of Manfredonia, but to guide 
some friend to virtue thither, to receive 
from his hand the confession of his dreadful 
crimes." 

Stretched upon his miserable stone oouch. 
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deprive of every comfort, even now no 
longer able to obtain the small portion of 
homely food he had long allowed himself 
(for he had no attendant, and was now un- 
able to go in quest of sustenance), he spent 
the last few days of his life in agonies of 
mind and frame, which we find it impossi- 
ble to delineate. At length his supplica- 
tions were attended to. Almighty Provi- 
clence guided Victoria di Modena to his 
cell, to receive from him the precious packet, 
which, had it not been so ordained, must 
have fallen into the hands of Francisco, 
who, for his own safety and that of his be- 
loved son,' would have concealed almost 
«very part of its important contents, ^d, 
-where possible, would have turned every 
incident to the advantage of don Manuel 
and his own ambitious schemes : and here, 
too, by this merdful ordinance, Victoria 
was permitted to discover a clew, which 
-ultimately led her to the preservation of 
the innocent sufferers, for whom she sought 
so anxiously. 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 



Fbom the time Victoria's arduons under^ 
taldngs had so happily terminated, the joy* 
tol flings of the versatile Francisco were 
aimort; too j^at for concealment; yet sb 
critical was hts Rtuation, that he feared to 
approach^ the chambers of bis friends, or 
erea to announce himself to Diego* Mi- 
mitely had he aearched tl^ apartment and 
aAecta df line late Elfridii -, bat among many 
jMperi^ nothing could he find relative to ow 
hero's Mrth, or any one circumstance re* 
fleeting him or his other prot^gS, MatSda. 
At length his impatience to S4^ Orlandc^ 
acid his wish to communicate ail hia fears 
aad disappointments to this beloved yoi^i 
wtgfd faim to conqu4»- his dread of detee- 
tl«» and led him to risk an intcfrmnv. 

But still wishing, if possible, ix> pKvest 
discovery, he dropped that paper, through 
a trap-beam, fix>m the apartment above, at 
the moment when Alphonso had struck the 
feeling heart of Orlando with the dreadfiil 
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sifpp(Mition» tiiat Matilda entertained an 
aflbction fbr hiM yet more tender tiian 
fHenddhip. 

This interview with Frandsco itnkiseft 
new griefs-^new doubts imd perplexities^ m 
the breast of Orkndo. The shodc his mind 
sustained from the news of bis mysterioof 
guardalin's death, with all the disappduitr 
ments attending Francisco's search amongst 
the papers of the deceased^ were almost tM> 
mai^ for bis feeble fratte to sustain* AH 
his fondest eitpectations were now indeed 
ttost i^ruelly threatened ; the only hope he 
bad to rest upon was the packet in Seba»> 
tiati's care : and whSe tlia» painfully, thua 
delicately situated, honour forbade idl oooi- 
ttittnication with Alpbonso or Victoria ; and 
his agonised heart only found consolation 
ki the sodety of Sebastim^ which he eagt^ 
ly SQutght tte^ ttioment he was able to le«fe 
his chambeit, and to whom he fiitfafuOy 
imparted all those secrets which wAifig ^ 
heart with anguish. 

The duca di Manfredonia, now released 
UNMa captivity, and the free agent of his 
owfi wfll, hesitated not to confide in Ins 
beloved pupil his name and rank; amd 
tiiough isinomacions of da» red dshns this 
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dear youth had upon him, determined to 
adopt him as his son, and to hasten,. the 
moment his health permitted, to Rome, to 
reinstate himself in his long-bereaved rank 
aiid possessions, and to deliver that packet 
to: the ponti£f, supposed to be of so much 
consequence to Orlando. 
. Matilda too Lorenzo determined to pro- 
vide for and protect; but not having so 
high an idea of her prudence as he had of 
Orlando's, had forborne to explain himself 
to her : who fearing she had for ever lost 
the guardianship of Francisco (as he had 
commanded Orlando to conceal his being 
in the castle from Matilda, and every other 
individual), from some secret pleadings, 
dung to Victoria for protection, though 
not doubting the friendship of Theodore or 
Sebastian; and independent of other feet* 
ings, she still considered the auspices of 
Victoria the most honourable, the most 
eligible, she could obtain. 



At the request of the duca di Manfire- 
donia, Alphonso and Victoria postponed 
their intended departure from the Castle of 
the Pyrenees, until renovated health and 
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other circumstances permitted him and his 
children to accompany them. In a very 
few days after those interesting and affect- 
ing discoveries which the important con- 
fessions of Elfridii made, the pious resigna- 
tion of the amiable Lorenzo inspired him 
with a sufficient degree of fortitude to un- 
dertake his last sad, solemn, heart-rending 
duties to the remains of his adored, ill-fated, 
inestimable Viola. 

Alone he first visited her unhallowed se- 
pulchre; and for ever sacred be the sorrows 
of the real mourner ! Lorenzo's griefs could 
only be equalled by the firmness with^ 
which he bore them ; and we will not dare 
to disturb him in that moment of anguish, 
which only prayer could lessen ; nor shall 
we attempt to unveil those feelings which, 
in this awful- visit, tortured and poured 
balm into his wounded heart. 

In a few subsequent days, fathers Rinaldo 
and Pierre, with the other monks of St. 
Lewis, and all the principal ones of the dif- 
ferent orders in Cadaques, removed, with 
due solemnity, all that now remained of the 
<mce beauteous, accomplished, and virtuous 
Viola, to the nave of the castle church, 
where all the nuns and choirs of the neigh« 



SM BOMANCE OF THE PYBSM£S& 

bottiiag monasteries attended to chant re^ 
quiems, and join in all the awftil solen^n 
dtes the Catholic persuasion called for over 
a murdered corse redeemed from an un« 
hallowed grave. 

lioren^'s never-extinguished tenderness 
for his d^amed Viola would not now sufier 
him to witness the a£fecting scene; hot 
Victoria, at his most earnest entreaty, at- 
tended, to aid with her voice those requiems, 
which, > from the parity of her devotion, 
JiA mdt would sooner ascend to heaven. 
Though almost stibdued by the pc»gnaDcy 
of her owB fedLinga^ she could not refuse to 
comply with his wishes. She joined the 
choir ; and in one Ime of solo, which it was 
in her p^t to mng, the excess of her sensi- 
bility, the fervoiu' of her piety, led her to 
breathe cadenees of such thrilling pathos, 
such touching melody, that every auditor 
was at once subdued by the sensations the 
enehantment <^ her ^ expression forcibly 
awakened. The eloK>]r, bound by tlie sp^ 
had not power immediately to join in 
chorus; and for many minutes a total si- 
lence would have reigned^ had it not been 
brokai by the loud sobs of a numerous eon« 
fff^tkm, moved by the magic of sweet 
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setinds to weep fer the fate of her whooi 
Teiy few of thetn bad ever seen : while a 
monk of the Cdrthusian order, who had 
fixed his station near the cc^n, and who 
had hitherto evinced, hj tears and sigln^ 
the most painful emotion, now bnrst firoils 
&e weeping thrmig, and rushed from, the 
efauffch, eonvitdsed with ai^irish* No won^* 
der, then, that Viola's own child should 
feel. Orlando^ in dreadful agitation^ quitted 
the church ; and flying for once from thcr 
fiuscimting voice oi bis Vietotia, stroviev by 
every exertion of his mind, to moderate hia 
seasibiiity^ and then sought his ^ster,. whoin 
be found seated at her father's diambem 
dixn*. Matilda would not intrude upoi!i 
her parent's grief; Init, watcMul of him^ 
rite stationed herself within the reach of 
tound^ and, as she wept for tiae fate of her 
mo&er, edioed every heart-rending s^b 
that burst fiom the agonized bosom of h^ 
father. 

Front the churdi was the body of Viola 
cbnveyed on board a galleon, granted by 
the Spantsfa admiralty fcxr the purpose. The 
statd-cabin was Imng with all the msigBni 
of wo^ for the reception of the body ; and 
over the Spani^ eolourd a Uack flag was 
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hoisted, escutcheoned with the armorial 
bearings of the houses of Manfredonia and 
Palermo. Lorenzo, his children, with Al- 
phonso, Victoria, and all their different ad- 
herents, attended the remains of this victim 
of unmerited vengeance, upon this moum- 
ftil voyage to Naples ; quitting for ever that 
castle, where, in misery and bondage, many 
a virtuous being had lingered. 

On their way to Naples, they touched at 
the port of Leghorn ; from whence fathers 
Rinaldo and Pierre made as expeditious a 
journey as possible to Rome, where they 
laid the dreadful confessions of the late El- 
fridii before the pontiff; who immediately 
dispatched his nuncio, with proper attend- 
ants and credentials, along with these holy 
fathers, to the court of Naples, to arrange 
every necessary for a pompous reception of 
the body of Viola, and to have instant 
restitution made of the long-usurped pos- 
sessions of Manfredonia and Palermo. 

The remains of the lovely, unfortunate 
Viola were therefore ro^eived, upon land- 
ing, by one of the most magnificent pro- 
cessions that ever thronged the streets of 
N^les. For three days the body was laid 
in all the state of Catholic ceremonies, in 
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the church of St. Rosolia, where masses 
and chants were hourly said and sung for 
the repose of her soul ; and at the expira- 
tion of that period, all that remained of 
this once-beauteous fragrant flower, " nip- 
ped by an untimely frost," was conveyed 
for interment from Naples to the family mau- 
soleum at Manfredonia; attended through 
Naples, and for many miles out of the city, 
by the same magnificent procession of all 
the religious, and all the equipages belong- 
ing to the court and to the nobility of Na- 
ples, which had received it from its marine 
conveyance: for, although so many years 
had elapsed since the family had been be- 
lieved extinct, so revered was still the name 
of Manfredonia, so indelibly had the vir- 
tues of that noble race been enrolled upon 
a tablet of never-feding fame, that every 
Neapolitan was eager to evince respect and 
pay attention to a family so villainously es- 
tranged, so miraculously restored to them. 
The long-oppressed and ruined peasantry 
of Manfredonia, now no longer able to 
GU)the themselves in respectable mourning, 
decked out with cypress, rosemary, and 
yewt came forth to meet their long-lament- 
ed, beloved lord. Despoiled by the depres- 
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aive tyranny of the usurper of erary com. 
fort under heaven, and well remetnberiiig 
the Uessings they had enjoyed, when vas* 
salage was < lightened by the benign and 
cheering influence of sweet benevcdence 
and philanthropy, the old inspired the 
young with all their feelings, by tradition 
of past happiness, united tp those awakened 
by the knowledge of present suffering. 

The restoration of that adored, lamented 
ftsnily was, to their anticipating hopes, the 
instantaneous change of direful slavery, and 
every human misery, to each blessing ih^ 
world could supply. The sudden transition, 
from long habitual despair to hope and 
joy, broke through every bound oi modera- 
tion; their rapture was enthusiasm — their 
happiness evinced itsdf in wildest tuitauU^ 
in shouts of transport, in frantic gestures, in 
shrieks of ecstasy ; nor could the effi>nte of 
the holy fathers of the neighbouring com^ 
vents, who set out in soletnn procession 
with the frenzied throng, check the excesses 
of their turbulent joy, which brc^e through 
all restraint, until they behdd <^ first^of 
that party their eager eyes strained with 
aidour to behold. It was iihe bara^ ^with 
the foody of their onee-adored Tespecfted 
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hAjf who had been st<den from them, and 
faBsely traduced and murdered by those 
who had bereaved diem of every comfertt 
aad the tumult of joy instantly gave ^ay 
to a burst of agonized, ungcyvemable grief. 
The before solemn prooesdon from Na^ 
^[ies was now thrown into the utmost eon* 
fusion. The young enthusiasts hastened to 
unyoke the horses, for the honour of them* 
BAves drawing the carriages of those they 
bad been taught to lov« and to regret; 
while the hysteric sdbs and mes c^ the old 
womeA, and the piteous groans of the aged 
men, as they sun*ounded the hearse, mingled 
with the shouts of joy and tears of pleasure, 
as all in succession thronged round the car- 
riage of Lorenzo, to behold once more their 
beloved basely-injured lord, rent the air and 
the bleeding bosoms of those they meant to 
welcome ; while the squalid misery of their 
^nadated appearance awakened every feel- 
ing of pity, £9r the oppression that had 
thus direfuUy changed the aspect of this 
once healthy and happy peasantry. 

The eflEect which such a scene as this 
must have upon the susceptible heart of 
lioreBzo, with his feelings upon his retufn 
to th^ castle of his ancestors after audi an 
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absence would baflfe the attempts of more 
ezperieneed and abler hirttMnans than our- 
fldves to delineate. So fin^ so lovely, so 
ddicate of texture, are some of the toudies 
of the human heart, that imagination can 
only just conceive them ; but Nature's own 
hand alone could trace them. Those of our 
readers who have known affliction will find, 
in their own prompt fancy, a lively sketch 
of Lorenzo's sensations; but such as have 
culled the sweets fix)m the roses of life, with- 
out one wound fix)m its thorns, will easily 
forgive our passing them over, as well as our 
omitting a particular account of the inter- 
ment of the lovely, unfortunate Viola, who 
was now laid in the peaceful tomb of her 
husband's ancestors, nineteen years afl» the 
assassin's hand had sent her pure spirit to a 
better world. 

As soon after the interment of his Viola 
as his unfeigned grief would allow Lorenzo 
to think of any thing but her, he took the 
necessary measures to secure to himself and 
posterity, without the possibility of fiitqre 
litigation, his long-dormant titles and usurp- 
ed estates ; and, after appointing men of ap- 
proved integrity and abilities to superintend 
the management of his deranged affairs^ and 



to take infta 9peedy'eon8idtmitk)n their^notf 
;«tate)6f his vassal, with strict it:^qnctiaois 

4o doiall ithat fhumanily.couM suggest ifor 
Itfaeir ifnmediate and elPectual .relief, )ie)ac- 
^companied his ohildFen and A\^h9mo?^0 fhie 
eaatle of Palino. 'Yet evjm here busy »je- 
.mocy^spared him not many a ^bitter Agoiii- 
sing pang; while the acd^nt, iips^tabli^^ 
deeefful, and affectionate /Alph«9i$o, . stra^, 
'With all his might, to banish sorrcrwifrom 
the bosom of his. guests. 

To his steward conte Ariosto had . jdis- 
patched orders from Naples, for the arrange- 
ment of the splendid .celebration of his sis- 
ter's nuptials and of his own majority ; so 
that every .preparation was. in great forward- 
ness when the party arrived at Palino ; and 
as Alphonso's leave of absence from his re-^ 
.:^m€9it was nearly exgiired, and s Orlando 
..was TK)t very much averse to .^^editi^n 
.upon' the occasion, our hero and * her^^l^'s 
unicHi^ and; Alphonso's cQQiing> of age, iwere 
:cdi^brate(jj» very-shortly s^ter their, arrii^l in 
<Titiscai?y, with all that xo^gn^ficence jt^ir 
laqk in ilife de];DaDd<Qd. 

JPorisevf ral succeeding d^ys ;tiie fesjtivi- 
4ties: coiBrtinued ; ibut at . leqg^h the. ohijyiiRg 

VOL* IV. M 
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hand of separation intervened to damp their 
joy. The inevitable moment of AIph(»i80's 
departure arrived, and sadness reigned in 
every breast. He lived in the affection of 
all his guests ; and regret and sorrow filled 
up, for a time, the void his absence made ; 
and her ill^ncealed grief upon this occa- 
sion first betrayed to Orlando and his Vic- 
toria that secret which Matilda had flatter- 
ed herself would ever remain entombed 
within the impenetrable recesses of her own 
bosom. 



CHAPTER XIX. 



OuK heroine, noT? sheltered within the fos- 
tering arms of her adoring husband, sur- 
rounded by friends, protectors, affluence, 
and happiness, in every direction, had no- 
thing to call forth the energies of her mind, 
and to catch from exertion the appearance 
of strength. It was therefore too soon vi- 
sible to all her anxioiisly-attentive observers, 
that severe and formidable was the shock 
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her eonstitutioii had received,, from the 

« •• -» 

dreadful conflicts it had been her singular 
fate to sustain. The terrible effect of all the 
horrors, toils, sickness, and griefs, which had 
so unremittingly assailed her, seemed now 
to burst at once upon her in this moment 
of completed happiness; aijd, independent 
of other alarming symptoms of languor and 
ill-health, her nervous system appeared so 
shaken, that the once-intrepid Victoria trem- 
bled at every sound ; and at the approach 
of night, expected, with horrid apprehen- 
sion, the realizing of every terrific vision 
the distempered fancy of dismay and super- 
stition could create. 

Orlando, almost distracted with agonizing 
apprehensions, summoned father Pierre 
back from Provence, and sent off an express 
to Murcia, to search out Pedro de Valdi- 
vieso; while all the faculty of eminence 
which Naples, Rome, and the surrounding 
provinces, could boast, were collected round 
her ; who all declared that medicine, and the 
air of his own particular residence, alone 
could save her. 

Victoria laughed at these interested pre- 
scriptions, but promised her almost-heart- 
broken Orlando, and his little-less-agonized 

m2 
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father, to anShere most f^tftifaHy ib iCRe^tUS- 
Vice cf^icrre and Pedrt>. 

The holy father anivted tus speedily is 
'posdblfe, and was ijuickly convicted of thre 
hibst egregious ignorance by the before-as- 
sembled sons of iEsculajiius ; fbr he advi^^ 
a tour to all the 'gayest scenes in Elirope ; 
considering a constant succession of anliiSe- 
ment likely to engage her fancy, wMh a 
'qiiiclc change of scehe, where Her inin'd 
could haveilttle bpportiiHity of reverting to 
the past,' aid^fl by ^erp^tiial Variation bf afr, 
'^he'exerfcUe^of ti-aieiting, ahfl soittie gentle 
kitei^^Hv^s, by fer Hhe^ihbst likely tfeedris of 
re-establishing that health which tfaental'sdf- 
fl^ririsr' had 'affected. 

The Ttaliin 'pliysiciins, Hahdsbtttyy Ve- 

"w&rd^d for thfeir tt'ouble by the libihilOr- 

it^htro," stalked ofl^ih ^at diidgebn, "highly 

rfe'prdbatiiig Victdria's inf^jjuatidn aiM i&e 

Wsixid i!A6rik*s V^orarice : aind as I*?err^'8 

 |)resMptrofis" were thbnght by Vicftb'ila ' io 

'ftbthiWybrae t&lief 'to ttie'de^ Woliridsi bf 

^lAJi-ertiqVbiii^d, she inibre readily^ dgi^f%o 

the projected tour ; and with 'her' hrusb^^, 

■Hik father/ynttslster.HhegbiJd mbifikPferre, 

" Vith T5VsUl6ie.'R<^dfia, 13ifego;'4nd'a stiitSHe 

'-¥Mlftfie,-'s1ie 'sfet^^it tb'Mt'kli-'l)hb'|>18fcb8 



W^^f^ %ifiy Qr- <5WP?|t;? chp?^.t,o leadjlj^r^ 

Yot aliftost tjvgt yea^ tjbey y^ere w^der- 

W&'> «^4 wljep ag^in they: returned, tofe^. 
fj^oQ^ia, d)e swfiPtest smilei^ qf p^M^ui^, f^^. 
api fq^ftne, bjd them ' vjelcpip^: Sowi^Ay; 

iPiCHnd ?ft^, healthy ; Victoria w&s^^jf^^^y 
r^pme^-ber h\>?baf^d 91)6 of the. h^^pp^e^ 
of mg«kip4r— J-'Ofenzp cheej;ed, by tlje %U- 
dty of his ^hildre^i ; aqd the, swpft ^miles 
oj^ hppp lighted up its gentle wdiaunce.in tlj|€| 
imVi 9f Matilda; for th,? war' i^iyhicl^ 
^{j^in )^d \}een recently engaged W9s end^d* 
^4 Alphopsq waf'.^t the cs^ljle <^f M^P^! 
4ftni»» tP rfceiv^ the ^ftp^ei^J^s. 

flttriflg t¥?. t9Hr, in which M^^,y4fl ^^ 
first introduced to the great an^ ^U^y ^pi*)^ 
8^ S^^y saw t^je hooi^ge p^i^'to her 
^^mr^ triflmg attd tranaei^t, cpnipaje^ 
^ ]th^t dpgrep pf jidpairatiop j^jie marchesa 
^f ?^^T»<> excited in ^yery court ^bey yi- 
«fp4- A! tbe momeijf tb^ey ^rst appeai;?^ 
eaf^ ^ejemjed to be equ.^ly admired ; or, if, 
i^ %^9iii; qf eitjier, lady Matilda's yanity 
mW^ M "ftp?* fla^tepefi : but too sp<?p) sh^ 
H^ t^? m^^t\9n Pf P^^^vingf ,^acij 
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Word, each look, each movement of Yictoria 
obtaining for her new votaries; and at 
length all flocked to pay homage at her 
shrine, leaving Matilda comparatively un- 
noticed. Even the trifling encumbrance an- 
nexed to the marchesa, a beloved and ador- 
ing husband, appeared no impediment to 
love and admiration in many of the licen- 
tious courts they visited : and though dig- 
nified the repulses of the virtuous marchesa, ^ 
and well known as were the incontestable 
proofs which she had given of the tender- 
ness of her attachment to Orlando, the &s- 
cination of her manners rivetted the chaind 
her artless beauty forged ; and, though with- 
out a ray of hope to cheer them, innumer- 
able inamoratos sighed around her — while 
few in comparison were the lovers of i^hom 
Matilda had to boast. 

The observation of all this, added to the 
recollection of the high estimation in which 
conte Ariosto held his sister, led Matilda to 
study the captivating graces of Victoria's 
mind and manners, and by them to attempt 
new-modelling her own ; while our heroine^ 
too, aware of lady Matilda*s unavoidable de- 
ficiencies, and of her attachment to Alphon- 
so, would often, as if without any particular 
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meaning* speak of those feminine graces and 
aooomplishtnents her brother most admired, 
and point out, in jnany a court belle, the 
defecits or perfections itiost likely to disgust 
or captivate Alphonso. 

Not an iota of this was lost upon Matil- 
da. She exerted all the powers of her 
strong mind and genius to become what 
conte Ariosto must approve; so that, wheiT 
she returned to Manfredonia, her manflers 
were so softened, so polished, so delicately 
refined, her accomplishments so striking, 
that Alphonso, no longer under the influ- 
ence of prejudice, wondered how he could 
have boen so long blind to sudi dazzling 
perfections ; and believing that he had hither- 
to been unjust, by way of some atonement, 
became as anxious as Matilda herself could 
wish him to search out all those amiable as 
well as alluring qualities, which she now so 
eminently possessed; and, in a very few 
months, Matilda had the happiness of find- 
ing that she was not doomed to sigh away 
her life in hopeless love. Conte Ariosto's , 
heart became all her own; and Lorenzo with 
transport bestowed his child upon the ami- 
able son of his beloved, lamented friends, 
Altidore and Clementina. 



The jiDy of Victoria and berOboido upiaii: 
tlAs^ occasion was excessive ; and the sabMi- 
({uenC happiness of Alphonso- and' Mflt3)dk» 
gave them no cause for regret^ as they re* 
membered the auspicious day that aiBdnble 
and beloved pair were united. 

To slay that the ducsl di Man&edonia pa»P 
ed the remainder of his days in perfect faafi* 
f>idess, would be to depreciate the sensibifi^ 
of his feeling heart. His misfortunes had 
been sueh as time could not lessen. The 
calamitous fate of bis Viola hung heavily 
xtpofsx his heart, and the balm of religion only 
eould soften his sortows. Though di^adftd 
was the real fete of the innocent 'beloved 
being his bosom bled for» the more tenable 
belief of her having by crimes deprived her* 
self of an asylum amovig the blesstd^ was 
happily removed from hifi lotig-tortareil 
mind ; and that horror, wMcb fot yeafs ImmI 
wrung every fibre of his soul with angiiisli) 
was chased by the rapturous eonvietioii ci 
her immaculate purity. Viola's name was 
again venerated by the world ; and widi ex«* 
ulting pride (though mingled with the soft- 
ening pangs of fond regret) he could talk to 
his children of their motlier — ^to Victoria, erf 
her counterpart 



T';??^WV %"«*> }^ffP ??apPy, glided w 
tj^e ev^ijinc; of Lorenzo's j^ays-y respected bjf 

fixe world, esteemed by his friends. Wed by 
h^s vassals, and adored by his duteous ehild- 
ren, from whose updiminisned ielieity, and 
^^in watching oyer the dawning reasop oi 
his Ipvejy aiid proipising grandchildren, hp 
jl^y^ ^U of happiness the world could now 
Jt^e^t^V upon tiini. But, if ever the sinipli- 
^jby qf he^rt and striking virtues of bis be- 
loved Victoria reminded him of the treasure 
|Q.p,b^d so fatally lost— if jthe tender, perfect, 
,^pd ptill-increasing attachment subsisting 
Jbet^epn her and his Orlando, taught ifonU 
^f €^^t , to paint, with agonizing touches, the 
short moments of his own wedded Happi- 
l^ei^. Religion's potent power would restore 
tojhirn the calm ^influence of resignation, 
and tea(;h him to look, with pious faith and 
jbope, fipjj .^ re-union with his Viola m the 
. ,]C^l^s of never-ftdjing bliss. 

Tijuegood and faithful father Rinaldo, at 

,^|;^e,regijj^^t of the poble Lorenzo, gave up 

j)|s,jpitu|^tl9.n jn the monastery of StlSLewis, 

and re-assumed his station of dbmesticchap- 

y^ ^t ^^fred9nia, where he was loved by 

-^frj^AM®^^^^ The 
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duca had sufficient interest to obtain for him 
the highest church preferment ; but the un- 
ambitious, affectionate old man rejected all 
honours, and, preferring the circle of do* 
mestic comfort, chose to live with his patron 
and his friend, and to pass the remainder of 
his days in the family of Manfredonia. 

The pious and learned father' Alberti be- 
came the domestic chaplain at the castle of 
Palino ; and, refusing too all episcopal ho- 
nours, dedicated the rest of his life to wit- 
nessing the perfect happiness of his beloved 
Alphonso, and to giving his children that 
instruction from which their amiable father 
had derived such advantage, and to which 
he had done such honour. 

The monks of St. Lewis were most li- 
berally recompensed by the munificent Lo- 
renzo, for the part they had taken in the re- 
storation of himself and children to the 
world and their ancient honours. But the 
gweral reward was not deemed by him or 
his children a sufficient testimony of their 
gratitude for the services of the incorrupt- 
ible and skilful Pierre; they therefore short- 
ly procured for him to be invested with 
episcopal dignities; nor ceased their exer- 
tions in his favour until they placed him in 
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that situation which Rinaldo and Alberti 
had rejected ; and, in his eminent station as 
cardinal, this once obscure man did honour, 
by his humility and manifold virtues, to hu- 
man nature and the friends who had caused 
his exaltation. ^ 

Nor was the community of St. Margue- 
rite forgotten by our heroine. Her grateful 
heart led .her to reward all who had been 
kind to her in her misfortunes ; and the li- 
beral presents she made to the abbess and 
the Benedictine sisters, plainly evinced how 
highly she estimated her obligations to 
them. 

Signora Ursuline, as our reader can rea- 
dily suppose, passed the winter of her days 
in the family of her beloved Victoria, re- 
ceiving from every individual that respect 
and tender regard she so well merited, and 
deriving happiness from witnessing the aug- 
menting felicity of her darling pupil, whom 
with pleasure she assisted in the task of rear- 
ing her children, and in educating the 
young Viola and Clementina. 

Nor were the relations of Farinelli for- 
gotten by Victoria, her adoring husband, or 
affectionate father; and the obligations . of 
our heroine to that incomparable woman. 



t5t itoftA^fi or ^rH£ vtta^tEi^B. 

were repaid fiy ampfy previcfiiig for all thme 
khe b^ most dear. 

To Octavia Bernini was left nocofme *o 
legret her eventftrl ^xpccBtfen toto Spain. 
Her Tirtnes anfl services were rewiirflei ; ^mi 
the families of Manfredonia anfl Aiiosto left 
it tio longer in the power of necesdty to tear 
her irom the bosom of her fmniljr, in-^i^est df 
*iheir tidvantage. 

For the fete t)f poor old Teresa, we tarust, 
icompassionate reader, you -feel iiftere^ted. 
IBefoiieOrlando Anally quitted *flie ¥jT0tte&n 
casfle, he offered to Tere^ her dioice of ac- 
company ing him to Italy, and residing <f here 
for life in his 'family, or refeOT^mg to ber re- 
'4atrons'and native village with a^fa^ndsome 
imntiity. This kindly-intended proposition 
almost rerit the beart^sltrings'of poor1Fere«a. 
i^ffeetion Wrongly called her-inito Iti^ wi^ 
iieradored child %rnd his beloved4a(]^, Whtte 
'dUtypemmptorily commanded her »rtti»m 
"to Arragon,^to her huateaiMi tind %er dhlM- 
fen. T3he'COHsiilted Victoria 'upon this^de- 
licate affair, who aavised4ierat^ least viisifting 
ihe *place xiF her • nativity, ^to '4efilti'Whom 
^iffne^had sparcfl-to^her— i^to reKeve t^^no- 
-eej^tfes ^^her%indfed--4;o'aprang^^r their 
fijtwe corrfforts— ^anfl then <to remain M^th 



dmm, tor not, ejfoe^ fsfhuh f^h^ ^mH /Kni 
most congenki tP W fy^mg^^ 

Tenesa wispt f«ar joy nd; i^dno^ AOftopre- 
^poDdefit to ih€9r sviahes; h^a^ fwB»3^1f9 
Jfor her oonsokanoe ; ^md rewjb^i^g 1^ ^y 
Hie itesLut whrh lier wioit^ (tidHim«B)NK» $^ 
iconsiflered .that diiitgr«£«iild.d$il¥ind$^ msffp 
4l]«i .Tiaiting.and fidieii^ifig ib» wiw^^pfkfr 
«Eektions, and thc^ jio bp^QYaiipcHjUjt^ ^9)<l 
«tmg her with repns^ for fqBffwi»g ^^ 
impulse, of iocliiiation. 

The afiedtionate mdi0»MFtil QfJmdo^^tr 
•Uxitivie to'thec0mfbrikao4.B9^^f9f ^j89P^ 
old nurse, qppoiqted T^omig, Uttit^ f^^^fSme 
jescOTt, to aceompaffiry Xer(999 .to hgrjmtif^ 
•ivillage; 'where «he WWit jfeJJy id^^«i;iq}$t«^ 
mot |x> iike jttfey oii^t>^lHQp qr .<^)ifl(HE|j|f9jop 
(liiereiWhiohioij^iiopfide h^r^Sf^ffftf^^h 
dof «psDding tkhe;dw^7pf9»QClpf iber. fEtsj^^jt^Mjl^ 
4Q/the;£imiiy.'<Kf(fcHik9iS^ PM» 

idas! :pow iTeoesa bad i^p m^^vm t^ fitH^ 
r^udh >paiofi lin foraui^ jrcispl«|i^WM, ,i^in^ 
teen (years mBil^ .m^hl^k^ i^rfj^m^ 
this transitory world ! The husbsR^ iftf .T^- 
imsa, herdaughtoCt md ^xmtl^iJbJNw, a)l 
rjMvedaiddn ihe'.|Ma^al>gM¥ie^; /lwri9^i(^- 
daHibwedded;agattu w^t^imiv{^&8)i)y«»H^ 
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him: all her own kindred, all the friafids 
who had cared about her, gone. 

The feding-hearted Teresa wept the bit- 
ter tears of anguish at this intelligence, al- 
though, as she Journeyed ftom Catalonia, 
she fancied such information would give her 
pleasure. The ignorant few among the old 
who recognised her declared she was a spec- 
tre thrown up from the grave ; the young, 
as ignorant, believed she was a witch. One 
party shunned her, the other maltreated 
her; while Thomas (whom all united in 
thinking crazy) got into a v&riety of ridicu- 
lous and dangerous scrapes upon her aic- 
count, and with much difficulty efiected 
their safe retreat from a village which he 
execrated with all his might and main, and 
with all possible care conducted Teresa to 
the castle of Manfr^onia, where she was 
received with a sincere and affectionate wel- 
come, that recompensed the poor afflicted 
old woman for all the grief, peril, and toils 
she had experienced in her visit to her na- 
tive plains. 

In the castle of Manfredonia Teresa found 
hen^elf a woman of wonderful consequence 
among the domfestics; for, having taken 
care of their young lord in his childhood. 
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she plumed herself much upon the impor- 
tance that circumstance yielded to her ; prat- 
tling for hours each day of how she reared 
him, recounting the prodigies of his early- 
days, relating all the horrors of the Pyre- 
nean castle, and expatiating upon all Vic- 
toria's sufferings and virtues, which she had 
experienced and manifested there; while 
the greatest happiness of her life she derivecj 
from the kindness of Orlando and Victoria, 
in allowing her to make a bustle in tli^ nui^- 
sery, and to fancy herself of infinite service 
to the lovely young brood there. 

One of the incidents highly affecting to 
.the susceptible feelings of Lorenzo, upon 
his return to the castle of his ancestors, we 
will add a page or two to these volumes by 
relating. We trust our reader has not for- 
gotten Fid&to — the old and faithful raaggicn*- 
domo, whom the indignity offered to his 
lamented lord, by the marriage of Elvira, 
had subdued to his bed by a nervous fever. 
Grief, horror, old age, and cruel treatment 
from the usurper, brought upon this hither- 
to healthy man a complication of maladies : 
and, about six years prior to Lorenzo's re- 
turn . to Manfredonia, the wretched Fiddto^ 
in a miserable state of mental and bodily 



i^f<r^cyFe> ?>^,hgre ^ ti(*e l^t .t)vp ypai;3 he 
^ Ijeei? ;l;c^lty«9piSB|e^ ,to lOs hiefi—wh^K^ 

llPRpveigsl^ejl p^agant ,w^ere ,be \q6^^ (99^ 
t!iaM>-«i^Uj^e){^ea4»ered F^^to's Wndne^s to 
Jam iP ^Wfiier ^tiqi^, il^e.Bau8t.ha^e pem|^ 

A #1^ j^ipe PfiPT <foIfQi|ei3yo>.i^t;)i^, 
by the pity^ig .de«e^ ofA}p^\ity yrpyjr 

i*S9«te^v1^nngpld^fnan,re,T^i^^iai. At 

# i?^deef}s .tlje ;pi/?Fafl^ pf his ruified ^n^ 

-iws?wf^ ^^mW' ^i#tp, .with every 

.»H^fM¥7?!?h»g w1th,^tj»tic jcgr.a^d gwti- 
?tHclptto;^^yen, J^^.^he-^^oiidrous tja^e; ;^t 
.Sfno:«¥it^ his.eispiri»ig l^pf^f ;^e; it^ye 
.■fe>AbJ8'..^»^W«^ /««?W ?: gJpwa of .eperigr 
jtefig iWitil^wn ftc it. Jj^irpn^pyisited jiip 
•te^e (fif^his este^ed .^ #tbful q(d 

timmtkh ^ppt oyer ,^ ;M?jw^ iW ?f?- 

.»e|ife,f|i^,a^?tipi^^aDd,^d^iflaift8ta^tly 
.««»9^e4.p,a.^^, ,wit|i,,iitie4^a^^t,^5a^. 



file haIBi VviitQiw^ rmmwi^im^j W^^ 

corned by Im Uiftdt 9iiA Ipnihlof^ mmtm. 

Again Fiddto hid his hoary head in the bo- 
som of Lorenzo, and wept for joy. He saw 
his young lord once more, and pressed his 
hands to his throbbing heaxt) beheld the 
lady Matilda, and the destined wife of the 
long-lamented marchese di Palermo— she 
vnbo had been f^tmiii^ by fL^^^m^ ^ f^ 
3tora hia an^ei^ vm^f lP him- lie ga^ 
u|K>n her with mptuf ^us gi^iiili^^^ im4 ^fh 
l^fat; he sobb^; h0 prQ«^.4 ]?(G^ I)f^4 wU^ 
peapactM 9&^€^Am iP \»^ ]^ mi^ ¥9^m^ 
bet with afleoting aotemaityt I{f^ w^i t|«H 
gently oonv^«d %& tht Qhmb99 w|»cl> fo? 
tibifty yeaffs be bud ipbabil^ ; "wb^re, IpQl^-i 
iog MQimd with > cbeerfol md daV^^t^ 
comrtfttmom, bi^ pio^ly t^a<i)^e4 Ife^veQ 
for eiitendiiig bia li£^ to behold W?^ qo^l^ 
i^ Moved teijjyur^l Ipr^ w4 Ms l^^v^y c^r 
dren ; to hew tb« yilely^twdvc^ f«B€^ f:^ 
bk inestioMbte lady r«te»«d to it» rmk 
ammgirt the inwMieulate; ftn4 |9 pej^i^ 
hi» to^ fciiimtbe bit ImA sigb ip ibi? fi^ifl? 
and caade of bis k>fd3 iiid» thon b^i^l^Rff 
Jjormm md his <ibll4r»n mik £»rypiVi bft 
a sweet imik /^f trntMiyUlityj kid 



258 BOMAKC^ OF THE PYEEKS£& 

head upon his pillow, and, without a sigh or 
straggle, sunk into etemalsleefi. 



CHAPTER XX. 

By the time Diego was restored to honour- 
able society, both his parents were no more; 
but ever^cherishing the hope of his being 
yet in existence, they had left all their pro- 
perty in the hands of trustees, to accumu- 
late for his use, should he appear in the 
space of twenty-one years after their de- 
cease. That ' term was iiot half expired. 
The late conte Ariosto too left a noble le- 
gacy for his ever-lamented favourite, bearing 
interest, and to remain appropriated for his 
use for fourteen years, when, should Diego 
not have been heard of, the money was to 
become the property of Alpfaonso. More 
than thM term had elapsed sino^ the death 
of Altidore; but the amiable Alphmiso, in 
respect to his father's attachment, and 
through gratitude for Diego's kindness and 
services to Victoria, presented him his le- 
gacy, with all its accumulation, even unto 



^ 
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the very day he was ptrt into possession of 
it. But although the property of Diego^ 
thus lay in Tuscany, although his attach- 
ment to the castle of Palino was unsubdued, 
and his respect for the present conte Ariosto 
extreme, he still preferred a residence at 
Manfredonia. To be near Orlando and 
Victoria was the first wish of his heart; to 
see them daily, to sometimes converse with 
them, was a pleasure he would not forego 
for any other temporal consid^tion; and 
as his active rmnd was ever reverting to 
dreadful subjects when devoid erf employ, 
ment, the good duca, in recompence for his 
services, and to draw him from the tortur* 
ing retrospection brought on by inaction^ 
appointed him maggior-^omo as soon as th^ 
men of business employed for the occasion 
had arranged all the embarrassments of the 
estates and tenantry. 

Diego, affluent and independent, settled 
in a family where all his attachments cen- 
tred, iVith an honourable employment that 
ocxnipied most of his time, and gave ample 
opportunities to his active benevolence to 
exercise itself, was yet unhappy. His feel- 
ing mind still sj^Ufklered at the crimes he 
had been led into the oommission of, and 



«cb< OMment of ijMwjtiw. hif peosiv;^ ago-. 
»^ thou^i^t^t %4 b^pK to c^i^s of pas^ 
bMffi^r^ ^mbUterkag his. ^Is^ i^\f: dpudle^ 
^yi^ mA ^tipQWJng hJfiipiUow ^itb the rank- 
Uf^ thprns. of d^spo^deqc^ an^ conf^rit^ix. 

Qrlondp m^ Yietoma were o£^en the qop- 
fidftnts of Ym m^Pi^hle fe^^Hngs ; their gqo^ 
9W9Q wd pitu^ strpve to reason, ^d peiisii^d^ 
hm Iwfk to h^pin^fis, while; their piety 
dropped aU the b^p^ ^uto his ijirQuods ths(^ 
Qmn^pot^Qjl m^roy prornipes to thct lowJy 
contiilie penitent At length the restless 
I^iega womived it highly reprehi^nj^ible f^fj; 
iueh a sUinef.aa he bft^ he?n to rei^a^ W 
the work! exposed ta temptation? he h^d sp 
fuUy evinced himself unaUe tp res^t ; and 
that the only profipect he b^d cf salyatiqq 
waa by ranpqnping the world, ^Ji^ in tbf? 
glooQEiy r90e$sea of 9 cloister spAve^ by un- 
ceasing prayer and penmoe» to e^pl^t^ hi§ 
orimefi. 

This measure Orlandp «n)i Vic^riii 
strongly oppio^d, being bptb firn^ly of ppf ^ 
fik>n, that the aetire benevokpt Di^ 
iBould only find misery in a convent, wh^^i 
in the world, aii a husbmd, a fath^, I^il$M^ 
thn^ist, by avoiding sin in the wd|t qf 
terapjtation, leaduig others jbo YV^V^ by hi$ 



^?^amfile, ahd'by fais b^ri^vdlifhde andidfld. 

tidss iiitfkiH^ nnmbet s hat^l^j^, Ife'Mbld mofie 

fiilly p^rfdrth his dUty^t^^HteafWii/ittid mohe 

ahiply make atonemei^t -^r (Hb^^^ffi^tlces of 

His Jjast life. But, riot »chOOiiMg«htat their 

judgnietit alone should di^citite'in suchiih 

iittpbrtant affair, they pfersuSd*d Dlegb^ 

lay all his thoughts ^nd per|>l^^Hi«s be<bK 

Ihe^hbly fatha-SjRinaldo, AUberti,aDd Piferre, 

ahd to abide by their decision. Ithe-two 

latter were thet^fbrie'iittfeiediately conTeniid, 

and with Rihaldo, the du<^ di Manfredonia, 

' Oriandb, ' arid 'Dieg^o, sctettinly and deeply 

^tt%Cussed the mbtotottoiis qtt^stidn, wlf^ 

*the b^ihions bf all Wieife Sfroligly afgdiftt^t 

•fH^go's' project, and the h^ly ftt^h and Juch 

ii6h2o perfectly agrftd with Orlandoin>his 

ideas upon the subject >, iuid • to tnild'^-^^go 

merciful, was iKe'tti'eblogy 'of th^se^ good 

-^i^^-^so d6U)forti'ng' tlieiif dM^rines, that 

'^ego's beart dilated with tlie ehle^tog hofie 

bf 'H^averiVfor^VeheSs, atfd his (tmi fitttt- 

^^88 '-^^st^fefti^tion. 

' (!)i-t4ndo, \frell knowing l^e- sensitive SMi- 
•saWIity 'of tJie^'s tt«ta poMttoii, "wotald flot 
I^Ve'hith to theitld^1^i6^iAs«{)^^sed 
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ble, though humble^ friend by the arm^ led 
htm to the m^rchesa, who was sittitigin her 
dreasing^room, striving to employ herself in 
reading, while all her thoughts were fixed 
upon the interesting conference in the li- 
brary. Ursuline and Rosolia were both 
with her : but as the ingenuous Di^o had 
never aflPected secrecy before them, neither 
of them now attempted to retire, as they 
were full of anxiety to learn what had been 
the decision of the monks. The ardent 
Victoria instantly caught intelligence from 
the eyes of her husband, and starting from 
her seat, took the hand of Diego, and 
sweetly said, with all the spirited glow of 
animation which unfeigned pleasure gives-^- 
*^ Orlando's countenance tells me that our 
united wish is realised, and that society is 
not to lose a valuable member." 

Diego burst i^to tears, and covering his 
face with both hands, would have retreated, 
only for the active attention of Orlando, 
who, grasping him by the arm, spoke with 
an air of gaiety calculated to- inspire cheer- 
fulness — " I have brought Diego hither, 
Victoria, to be tried and condemned, with- 
out benefit of clergy, for high treason 
against your sex. As we came from the 
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solexnn congtess hither, I adviaed hisa, if he 
wished far complete happiness, to get a 
wife, and would you believe it, I am con- 
vinced not even your persuasions coiild win 
him to compliance ; he seems to shrink from 
matrimony as from some most horrible in- 
stitution." 

*^ Oh, the insulting savage !" exclaimed 
signora Farinelli. " Were I a marrying 
woman, I declare I would set my cap in the 
most resistless manner at him, and, by win- 
ning him, secure our revenge." 

** And reward ray humility, you mean, 
signora," said Diego, who by this time had 
made a successful efibrt to suppress his feel- 
ings. *^ My good lord has a little miscon- 
ceived me. Living in the castle of Man- 
fredonia, who could shrink from wedded 
life? My lord advised my uniting myself 
to some amiable woman whom I loved, 
and — 



ft 



And strongly I advise it, Diego, from 
conviction. You talk of being easily led to 
error. , United to such a woman as my Vic- 
toria, think y oa that I can ever stray ? Must 
not I ever shrink from error, lest I should 
become unworthy of her. affection ?" 

'' With virtue by the hand, he muat in- 
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'dteddbeb'prdittpt simidr d^m could fitnsiy. 
•'Bdt,.iii)r .lardjl yoii know .theie lis not a 
-woman fti^tecMtsttfe^ oqud^Oithemarchesa 
•di 'Pialermo; and the only man who de- 
served 'suiii a gift 'from rHeaven has obtain- 
•^ her. Ai fbr me/SDeh.aretmy pretensbons 
to wedded happiness, that I dare not claim 
*aUtfinee with any virtue. How dare I, 
tainted as I am by cHmes, ask^the love of 
any - estimable woman ? Ho^.oould I hope 
-to be' belored, wh o > ' ^ *' 

At this moment ^Rosolia I httatily (Quitted 
tlhefitoom, witii. her fine: countenance cover- 
ed- witht the' brightest tints of vermilion, and 
- in a ^ttite 4»f (tgitaticHi that -looiild * no longer 
eiSect cotietolment. 

i\A staaile of intelligence^ beamed over the 

69t|Mcefl6ive 4^ouliteriance of Victoria, anld 

^bot^ 'conviction 'to IrerOrlahdo, oh \thode 

•^fiioe was ^instantly displa3red .its .ooiintnr- 

part 

'I'he 'bumble Die^ ?waa (Dofci dtfident in 
l^^ietrdtian ; he beheld tte emoiion and 
-Hight of>Bx)9<dia, aiid solv. the dxprestive 
•^s«ii9e of iiisikitd.andkdy. )£U^^andjoy 
(>ta^^iied dll'ito)lfiis'a¥ishes ; iand icdmost^in 
as mubh .pckntuii>ati6noaaiipQorriiQB(riia^ 
'^iraifeed' iioti>finr fdltker s ckih/vktioD, 'but 
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dbsely piiFSuing her steps, at length over* 
tpok her ere she reached her intended re^ 
treat ; when h^ hastened, though we fear 
rather awkwardly, to inform Rosolia thai- 
he tenderly loved her, since hh first know-' 
ledge of her virtues— «ince he beheld lier 
resistless beauty through the touching charm 
of tears, awakened by affection and distress 
at the forlorn and persecuted situation of 
her beloTed lady Victoria — since she evinced 
such humanity towards himself in the chk* 
team of De Montfort. 

Rosolia he^rd him without any symptoms 
calculated to announce his ca^e a hopeless 
one ; and Victoria shortly after drew from 
the ingenuous Rosolia a secret that she long 
suspected*— that thie interesting Diego, noti 
withstanding his being sixteen y^^*s her 
senior in age, had stolen impereeptij^ly into 
her tenderest affections : and as Victoria 
firaily believed, t|iat in defiance bf his for^ 
mer errors, Diego was an boniest man, who 
would make b^r beloved Rosolia happy^ 
readily gave her consent to the union. 

By the Ernest desire of Roscrfia, her old 
(iknd, the good fiither Albert]^ performed 
the nuptial ceremony ; Mid her bdoyed pre^ 

VOL. IV. N 
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ceptresSf the venerable and hoary*hefidfid 
UisuUnew was her brideioaicL C<M»te Aiiasto 
gave her to the l>ride|px>om ; for both be 
and his Matilda attended ^t Mai^fredonimi 
to evince their respect to Tlosolia and 
Diego. Vixlaria furnikhed the bride'a ward-* 
robe, and assisted herself on the nuptial 
day, to decoi«te tiie persm^ of hec bdk^ved 
Rosdiat whom die feeliogjly refax^ded of 
having done tibe sao^e for berj birt under 
very different awpieos; yet fervcaily she 
hoped Rosolia's road to hafipiness wouUk 
prove as certain. 

The generou$ friend^ qC 1tf>asAia» AX^ 
pboQso lupd yi^tofiai prefi»nted.har with a 
haiidsoiaQe maorif^eTportiQifi whioh S&^gp 
settled upon her and her childttsn* a» bedid 
all the patriixioi^ and l^gaey^ be^aeathed to 
him. A very pKtty boittse ia the |iark« 
approkhnate to the .eaatl^ neatly iomishedA 
was pneaented 4a^ X^prenzx^ to I^uefigp^ f^t thu 
resideaee o£ hiigasetf vid wi&i. ^he dwy^ 
Orlando^ Matiidt), Uir«lliii^ and iUherti^ 
all evii^eed thwj>ft^d«hip and gocMNd^ 
to l^tpBpliai by presf^MJng her wiUi ||fts 
aaitod to the fortune, i^ the deiaors ; «4^ j 
this WMO^ £omied under aiieh piapitiotff i 
auspices/ proved a& happy as their moat \ 
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zetJous^ friends coald wish. The life of 
BiMdia* glided on in undisturbed oonijitgal 
aiid domedtie fielieity ; wbile her itfeotioaste 
aod indulgent Diego, as a husband and a 
fttfaer^ 88 a fidthful steward, a iement isas^ 
ter, the benefactor of the pck>ry tbecbam^' 
pion of the oppressed, the alleriator of sor^ 
tofw, the pioQs Ghfistilin, the u^gbt honest 
Hian, deserved the fwont of HcaVeh, and 
obliterated fi^otn the minds, e^vt ci thm 
most fastidious, by his active virtues hi hisr 
soatumf yasm, all tiscoUedtion of the trans- 
gressions of his ftraier days. 

Thomas, if he had the incfination^ bad* 
not the power of retumkig to bis native^ 
ocnititry. TfaomaB had been an «pban, thei 
cfftpring of an honest sailor^ who hiUl ibten' 
Maied m the workhouse at Bifldefoid, ihf 
Deronshire. When arrived at a piopet 
age^ he was bound apprentice* to a S^hef^i 
iMn, by whon^ he was treirted wslh exoes^-i 
dve ksidnMs. Whte he beeame his owhl 
miasler/ he gri(3fied the first wish of hisT 
hokri, by ^istihg in the noyal naVy ; and' 
dning severtl emises^ and m wtne oele-> 
btated engagemebts at sea, he signidised< 
hie oottr^ and good conduct so mtHiiJ 
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fliat, young as he was, he was promoted to. 
the post of boatswau). After seven years, 
spent in the navy» with credit to himself 
and advantage to the profession, he was 
once more in England ; and at the age of 
twenty-one, obtained leave of absence from 
his ship, to go and visit his ^M master at 
Biddeford, intending to make the good old 
man's latter days happy by a cargo of priase^ 
money, which he had hoarded for his kind 
master's use. 

On his arrivd at Biddeford, he wasc 
shocked to find his master^s only son (who 
had been his fellow-iapprentice), a good- 
natured, thoughtless youth, who had ever 
been wild and easily led astray, had fiiUen 
under tile penal law, and been executed for 
piracy. The unhappy father, though ova:- 
wbeloied by the dreadful odium his son's 
misconduct had brought upon his dbspng. 
life, was taught by affection to min^e with: 
hia bitter pangs a fond remembrance of bBL 
the good properties his ill-fated son's hewt j 
possessed; and never having fi^owed faia 
occupation upon a Sunday, from the mo- 
ment of his son -s executwHi, instead c{ at- 
tetidmg« at pilUic worship (as he had oa 
that day uniformly dope), at dawn of mom 
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tie took his staff, and with his day's pro* 
vision at his back, and accompanied by his 
&ithful dog, he traced his faltering steps to 
the dreadful spot where the body of his 
child was exposed to public contumely; 
«nd at the foot of the gibbet, in sunshine 
and in rain, in keen frost and diifting snow, 
the agonized father kept his heart-rending 
Sabbaths, until the closing hour of day for- 
ced his return to his now-miseraUe home. 

Poor Thomas was led by affection to his 
<^d master, to keep one of these direful 
vigils with him. The father's half-averted 
eye, in which the mingled tear of grief and 
humiUation trembled — ^the blush of shame 
that flushed his furrowed cheek— ^the ago- 
nizing sigh that convulsed his bosom — ^were 
all too much for the susceptible feelings of 
Thomas, and he determined the wretched 
parent should liever pass such another heart- 
rending watch. 

Thomas went secretly to work. With 
•some planks of oak he made a kind of cofKn; 
cut down the body of his friend, and in- 
teired him in a Icmely part of a sequestered 
church-yard in a neighbouring hamlet. The 
body was missed. Inquiry led discovery to 
poor Thomas, who was thrown into jail, 
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and brought to tri^l ; when the irritabilitgr 
of hi3 feelings, and ignorance of th^ law» 
led him into the oooimiasion of omitempt of 
court ; and this, added to his other crimen 
required aU the int^^st of poor Thoma$'a 
naval friends to have his sentence taiitigated 
to fourteen years' tran$portation. 

Thomas^ indignant at a punishment faia 
heart told him that he deserved not, quitted 
England ; and as his native and mucbJoved 
Albion lessened to his view, he ^shly made 
the most solemn and awful vows never 
more to return. On his voyage ta America, 
the transport he was in was wrecked; many 
of the crew and eonvicts perished, while bo, 
with a few other individuals^ weve saved 
from the fury of the storm by a Portuguese 
merchantman, on its way from Mexico to 
Lisbon. As they appvoac^i^d the shore of 
Portugal, they fell in with and wope tak«o 
by Achmet the corsair, from whose power, 
our reader already knows, he was taken by 
don Manuel, in whose service be was feti- 
tered by links of compulsion, wbiob bis 
natural honesty pould not find out vamn$ 
to break. But ^vtm in the s^rviw of thb 
predaaeou9 society, he could never be prew 
vailed upon to join in foundering a pri9f 
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hh valour had asinsted to take; and oh 
every possible occasion he failed not to 
evince the virtoes of his heart, while he 
strove to reconcile himself to his fate, by 
thinking, that as he could never more fight 
for his country, he would not fight against 
it, by enlisting in the navy of any other 
maritime power ^, and that, as he must fight 
upon the sea to be happy, he might as well 
do it in don ManuePs service as any other. 

Emandipated froqn the power of don Ma* 
nuei, and settled amongst the vassals of 
Manfredcmia, Thomas's heart whispered to 
him that he once again knew happiness; 
be eould once again look stediastly upon an 
honest man, and own without blushing 
who was his marten 

To aflfbrd him employment, and contri- 
bute to his happiness, the g9od duca and 
Oilando gave to the care of Tliomas all the 
fishing and pleasure boats, with all tiie 
armed vessels belonging to th^ duchy of 
Manfiredonia ; and when sailing upon the 
Adriatic, whether protecting the shore from 
the incursions of some predaceous Turk, or 
proudly guiding the helm, when the duca 
and his fomily took a marine excursion. 
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poor Thomas felt himself little less than a 
British admiral. 

. Hugo, Oilaiido's faithful eameriero, was 
summoned from RoussOlcm to Manfredonia^ 
upon Orlando's first arrival at the castle of 
his ancestcNRB; and the hap|^ Hugo re- 
instated in the service of his beloved master. 
Pedro had been bound, by a solemn oath 
to Frandsco, to return to the Castle of the 
Pyrenees in the br^ntine, after leaving 
lady Victoria in a place of safety ; but the 
implacabie fury of the tempest had pre* 
vented his fulfilling . that sa<»ed engage- 
ment : and as he had only sworn to return 
with the brigantine, and as the brigantine 
was irrecoverably lost, he believed himself 
absolved from his oath, aiid by no means 
bound to return (nor did he know the way) 
to a horde of villains,, who had basely 
dragged him from happiness to misery and 
bond^e ; and the moment Plrovidence per- 
mitted him to reach the rocks he made for, 
he determined to return immediately to 
Murcia; when making his rapid way to 
Carthagena, he cautiously announced him- 
self to an old priest, his fiunily^s confe^cH^ 
when he had the singular happiness of 
hearing little to disturb his peace, or affect 
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his feelings, but the unfeigned grief of his 
fiunily on so mysteriously loring him. His 
Isabella was a real mourner, and her sorrow 
still as poignant as upon the moment of his 
ambiguous disappearance being authenti- 
cated ; and she would have retired to weep, 
in the ^oom of a cloister, had not maternal 
duty bound her to the world, for Pedro had 
left her ^^ in the way that women wish to 
be who love their lords ;" and on his return 
to Carthagena he was hailed as father by a 
lovely boy. 

The happy intelligence of her husband's 
return was cautiously communicated to Isa- 
bella by Pedro's now-joyful brothers. But 
to describe Pedro's first interview with his 
wife, child, and other relations, baffles our 
attempt at description, and we must leave 
them to our reader's own imagination to 
portray. 

Pedro, restored to domestic happiness, 
forgot not the dreadful fate, which he be- 
lieved inevitable, of his shipwrecked friends, 
or the mournful commission he had pro- 
mised to execute. He tore himself from 
his now even more tenderly beloved Isa- 
bella; and attended by an escort of his 

N S 
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brathen, relatioo^, and friends, ni^ qU 
fieared his 9gim imlling into tbe power of 
the piedaeeous aoeiety, be joimieyed to 
Cadiar, where he supposed oonte Alriostso 
was, when he had the nptrne of hearii^ 
ffom AlphonsQi^ coUmd, that lady Yioporia 
had been saved from llie fury pf the teiii« 
pest, and then in Provence, whither oonte 
Ariosto was gone to visit her* 

Fedre^ full of joy and gratitiide to Hea* 
ven for the miraeulous escape of himsdf 
and friends, returned to Carthagena; to 
where at length tbe cx>ufier of Orlando, 
entreating the prearaee of P^ra at Mdm 
fredonia, traced him. Pedro, ftdl of aina»s-» 
ment at the wonderful and happy disooveries 
the packet of Orlando eontasned, and no 
longer having the in*edaeeons aoeiety to fesetp 
was hastening to obey his summons, when 
another express arrived to inform Fedro^ 
that tbe marc^ese and mardiesa of Faienno 
vc ere gooe upon the already^meotioiied tour. 
But upon Orkmdo and Victoria'a return to 
Manfredonifl, th^ sent to request ai visit 
from PedfO) bis wif^,L and child; and tihts 
humane man, hifi l»beUa» and boy, ^eei^ 
fully undertook t}m IbVig vc^age wd jour- 
ney, which they bad never cause to repent 



The intidiiess and attentioii of Lorenasa and 
his chiktren gratified every feeling of their 
hearts, while the munificent fiiendship of 
the duca di Manfredonia, and the marchese 
and tnarchesa of Palermo, amply repaired 
the injury done to the fortune of Pedro, by 
his long estrangement from his family, and 
sequestoition from his practice as a sur- 
geon. 

The wounded mariners, who found sheU 
ter in the monastery of St. Lewis, with all 
the orew of the brigantine, who had aided 
in Orlando's and Victoria's escape from the 
Pyrenean Castle, that the families of Man- 
fredonia and Ariosto could trace out, were 
rewarded, and put into the way of earning 
an honest subsistence. 

With infinite expence and difficulty, the 
pious and grateful Lorenzo had the bones 
of the ill-fated and afiectionate Bernardo 
traced to his unhallowed sepulchre, and, 
with respectful solemnity, conveyed to the 
fiunily mausoleum of ManfredcHiia, where 
dl that remained of this faithful domestic 
was laid at the foot of Violins monument, 
where a neat niarble tablet was erected over 
him ; upon which was simply, though beau- 
tifully, recounted his attachment and fide* 
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lity to Viola, with the fatal terminatidn of 
his life, while bas^$qing to clear her fame, 
and restore her happinesa. 

The true Hippolyto, Orlando failed not 
to trace out and invite to Manfredonia, 
where that amiable young man spent much 
l|appy time with the friends he had knowu 
and loved in the Pyreneap Castle ; but upon 
the death of his friend^ the good abate, he 
fiiund himself in possession of an ample 
fortune, with which he returned to his fa- 
mily ; and after his long estrangement from 
them, was at length happily and respectably 
settled among hi& own connexions. 



CHAPTER XXL 

Ax^XHouGH the crimes of Francisco bad 
been enormous^ \a\ yijrtues had alao been 
gi*eat. He had beon fif^ffthful, a£fectionate 
guardian to Orlando and Matilda, and reared 
theiTfi in tlie path of virtue ; he had ever 
been kind and attentive to the supposed 
Sebastian, (ind had pi*^sei^ed Victoria from 
destruction. 'JThe familiet of Manfredooia 




Y 
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and*. Ariosto Weire tfaerefiare bound to Mm 
by afiecti<Hi and gralitude ; and although 
they condemned hiis oflPenees, they straihed- 
every nerve to save him fi*om the dangers 
that encompassed him. 

The connexion of Francisco with the 
pfedaceous society had long been no secret 
to the Inquisiticm (whom he had dexter- 
ously bribed to forbearance), and had been 
some time suspected by the Observantine 
monks; but upon the annihilatimi ci tbier 
predaceous brotherhood, and the lasure ^ 
the castle, its communicaticm widi the cain^ 
of the holy hermit could no longer be con* 
cealed from the multitude of Catalonia; 
and it required every exertion of the duca 
di Manfiredonia and conte Ariosto to save 
Francisco from the fury of the people, and 
from the cognisance of the diurch and law* 
But, though with difficulty, they did secure 
his safety, and placed him in a convent of 
Franciscan monk^ near to the Castle of 
Manfredonia, where he was frequently m^ 
diilged by the society <tf those 4ie liad been 
kind to in thehr misfortunes, ind who, in 
return, had rescued him fiom destruction; 
txiA where, awed and affected by the^ con* 
fessions and penitence of his friend 
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fay fiierparib he had himaelf esetped^ and 
tkelong unoBrtain fite <]f his btioved son, 
he IkwA a life of oontritioDy and died a sm- 

For a few years after the restoration of 
hMemOi -to the worlds a mdaneholy friar, 
of the akeady-meotiaied Fmidscan mo^ 
ntstcrj (and though latdy professed, one 
otike Bsost exemphny amongst die brothers) 
hid often been obsained by the family of 
the castle to wander pensively round the 
gwnnds,. apparently anxious to escape no« 
tiee; though never omitting to gaze^ with 
soienm: marked attention, upon jLorenz<^ 
tiis children, and grandchildren, when he 
(x>uld do it unseen fay them. Oftm w^s be 
known to stray into the castle chapel, and 
pass whole hours amongst the monnm^nts 
erected to the fiunily of Manfredonia, Stifl 
the mdaneholy faHier Julio shunned all 
eonvenation witii every individual out of 
his oonvtnt, unless when, without thdr pa^ 
rents, he met the children cf Odando, whom 
he then would stop to caress, and to give 
them his sdbms benedictioaoL 

I At length, Qne> morning the children met 
the ra^fanclidy .firther Julio. He seemed 
even imnsualy depressed; and his steps 






liie cbildteen, itilBfth of dnwgy leemefl tor 
Kaiovftte his diocrping ftame. He nidietl 
Ibrward to meet them ; he bless^^ tfafdm d^ 
but embraced the Mttle Violft? and as he 
pressed her with fevt^our to his heffirt, he 
threw a diain and ctodSr of tiie most preu 
cicnis brilliants, round her ^vedk; bade hep 
wear them a» the gift ct a imm who loved 
her family ; and giving her his sdemn^ be^ 
nediction, bast^y retreaKd thtough a by^^ 
path in an adjoining wcx)d. 

The nurses hastened home with the chitd'^ 
ren, to give the jewels to the mjEUPchesa^ anA 
recount to her all Chat had oeemted. Vic* 
toriai ama2»ed imd a£feeted^ Mmmoned On 
lando; who^ participsftkig in her feeMngi^ 
hastened to ^e Fratieiscan monastery, to 
demand an interriew with ftthet* JqKo ; bttt 
that mefaaiehdy man was no» where to h€ 
found. Oilanitoy in tile impetisDOsity of his 
fedings, rdated the imeodcite, and shewed 
the gems to Fmncisoo, who instantly knew 
them ; and has anitieipadiiig heart now eon^ 
jectured what he had not *befdre suspected^ 
Jutio was diligently seaidMd ft>f ; but not 
imtil the sueoeefog momitig waiJ he di9- 
eervered^ when he was traoed to^ the eastle 



Ohap^ a»d» OQ tfae htse of Viola's ^rnonu-r 
ment, was found Vy Diego extended a 
llreaihless corse! His body was; removed :ta 
bis conveAt^ wheiie^ rbeneath tfae cdnl and 
sacerdotal ludnti appeared all^ tiiat tiow re^ 
loained of the once beautiful, brave — some- 
times virtuous but -too often vicious— Am- 
brosio de Moojtalvan; and in the convent 
diurdi was he interred with every possible 
resped^f attended by all the monks of his 
order^ by tbe deeply^^iffiscted duca di Man« 
fredonia and mftrchese di Paler mo^ the 
weeping Di^o» and sorrowful Thomas : 
ind he vmf mourned in death, as a man who 
had, for the last few years of his existence, 
evinced a cooduct so exemplary, that all 
furound admired and wished to imitate it. ^ 
( When don Manuel fled from his castle, 
1^ took refuge in a neighbouring bay, where 
the confessions of Elfiidii, and real fate of 
rVioia, reached his knowledge. He attended 
tilie solemn oesemony in the castle church ; 
^nd he'it was who, in the disguise of a 
naonk, evinced such sorrow, and had fled 
subdued from the pathos of Victoria's voice. 
From that moment all thoughts (^ MatHda, 
with every vioe l^at had^d^graced his heart, 
fled at once ; wad Viola, with every virtue^ 
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from tha|: moment took posaession of hte 
bosom. The dreadful &te of that immacu^ 
late being, immolated by the demons of re- 
venge beneath his own roof, with the heart- 
rending scene of her death, now fastened 
upon his peace ; and, as he strove t6 be what 
might lead him to where her pure spirit 
dwelt, undermined his health, and signed nt 
length his final doom. From his own cas» 
tie church he hastened to Naples, where he 
attended the procession that received the 
remains of Viola ; and at Maniredonia he 
was present at her last sad interment. 

Don Manuel qow speedily entered die 
Frtmciscan monastery,* and soon took the 
vows: he there saw his fathei*, and was 
happy to find him so properly employed-— 
but still concealed himself from his know^^ 
ledgie, wishing now to have no interruptioir 
to the solemn and sad subject of bis thou^ts. 
Soon he felt convinced of the rapid dedine 
of his health : but he never complained, re» 
solving not to indulge himself with that mi* 
tigation to suflfering which medicine roi^il; 
afford. And the only eomfort lie woidd 
allow himself was the pleasure of someliinea 
viewing at a distance the aduttd of the* now 
dear to him Manfi-edonia family; and ta 



look oiv caress, and bless the cbiklrBi of 
Orhoido and Victoria* 

• At length he fdt conriction that the 
mcmient of his (Sssolution was at hand ; imd 
at die hour he knew the children of the 
oastie walked o«it with their attendants, he 
strayed from his oomrent widi a hope of 
meeting them. His hope was gratified: 
and round the neck of the young Viola (in 
vfaom he traced a strong resemblance to 
tfast lovely being whose name she bore) be 
threw the only gems be possessed, which 
honour had bestowed upon him. They had 
been the gift of his sovereign upon one of 
tiie most gloriouR achievements of don Am* 
bixisio di Montdvan; Then, rushing from 
the children, he bent his way to the mau- 
sdeam, and breathed his last sigh, according 
to his wishes, upon the cdd marble which 
covered the remains of her whom he never 
ceased to adore when living, and to lament 
in death. 

This event gave the keenest affliction to 
Hke bosom of Francisco ; but «till he derived 
oonsolation from the soothing thought of 
bis son% repentance, and having finished his 
days in a manner likely to eflfect his eternal 
salvation* 



When PoIydtMie mi4 Gtmau fled from 
th6 castle of thePyneneea, fterfstesred their 
boot to the eoast ^ Foanoc^ and landed at 
Narbonne, from whence they immedittbdj 
embarked for Ameriea. In that country, 
without money or friends, end nuddng ene^ 
mies by their stiUriaeomgiUe turpitnde^ 
they experienced the most tmbie vieie» 
todes and miafiirtttties^ end at lenglji.fell in 
with a tribe of IndMM^ with whom they 
contrived to live on tanas of amity* At 
last a war faioke out with a neighbouring 
nation. Gardas taai Pdydore were com^ 
pdled to join the tribe mritfa whidi they 
dwelt, and attaok tiie enemy. Their tribe 
was oonquemd, aodthea&diabQiical wretches 
hftcame prisoneni to die conquerors; when 
they met witii that cbeadful punishment ao 
long" due to their monstrous crimes. Gaiv 
ciaa and Fdy^dore were iaentenced to die, 
and death was inflicted,, according to the 
custom of the basharaue tribe that coq^ 
queued them, bg^ tortures fixrni which dis* 
mayed natUie 0ee(4b«*<^whMhiffre shrink i^ 
describing. 

Alonzo, and the rest of the peedaoeoiis 
brotherhood who €eA at the approach oTthe 
InquiritioUi were scatter^ round the wnrid. 



884 &OMAKC£ OF THX TYU£KS£ft 



whither 'their fears prmqpitated them ; and, 
tfddng up variolu modes to earn or seize 
tobsistehce» sooner or later met their just 
punishments. . ^ 

. H«t>, at the desire of her amiable iiidig- 
nant brother/ was confined for life in a mo* 
nastery, ^ as the most effectual punish* 
ment," he said, ^' that could be inflicted 
upon her for so basely di^giaeing the honest 
fiimily whose name she bora" 
. The body of Elfiridii was interred in the 
cbur^ of the Observantine monastery at 
Gadaques, where the mild forgiving fi-iend, 
whose happiness he had destroyed, caused 
the most solemn masses to be said for the 
repose of this sincere pautenfs soul, and 
approprisdied a sum of money to defray the 
expences of the same awful ceremony being 
annually repeated. 

. Before Victoria finally quitted the Pyre* 
fi^n castle, . Erandsoo had caused the In- 
quisition to trace out the wretched Sangui* 
nario, who was buiiMnely removed to a 
place at Barcelona appropriated fw the re- 
ception of those a£9icted by the most direfiil 
of human calamities. 

The unfortunate wtificer of Geneva was 
liberated ; and, witli the other captives found 
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in the prisons of the casfle, received from 
the Inquisition a sum of money sufficient 
to convey them to their native homes. 

We trust that we have now performed 
our part as faithful historians, and have left 
no circumstance untold^ of which our read- 
ers can wish to be informed : and conclude 
our task with a fervent hope, that our feeble 
eCTorts have contributed, in some degree, to 
the amusement of our readers, and that no 
heart has become less pure for having per- 
used our pages. 



FINIS. 
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